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EDITOR’DEN

Merhabalar, Terorizm ve Radikallesme Arastirmalari Dergisi
(TRAD)’m yeni sayisiyla karsinizdayiz. TRAD her sayida Tirkiye’deki
terérizm c¢alismalar1 ¢evresinden daha fazla ilgi goriiyor. Tirkiye’de
akademik yayincilik uzun bir gegmise sahip olmasina ragmen sadece belli
bir alana odaklanarak uzun soluklu akademik dergi ¢ikarmak gercekten son
derece zor. Bununla birlikte TRAD’1n ilk ¢iktig1 giinden bu yana temel
amact degismedi. Bu amagclar terdrizm ve radikallesme konularinda
Turkiye’de bir akademik g¢evre olusturmak; Tiirk okuyucusuna diinyadaki
onemli eserleri kazandirmak ve Tiirkiye’de bir alan yazin olusumuna katkida
bulunmakti. Tiim bu amaclara ulasabilmek i¢in Tiirk¢e yayilara yer vermek
temel yontemlerimizden birisi oldu. Ayrica her sayida diinyaca taninmis bir
isimle TRAD’a 6zel akademik miilakatlar gergeklestirmeye calistik. Bu
sayimiza kadar agirladigimiz isimlerle bu hedefimize ulastigimizi
diisiiniiyoruz.

TRAD’m elinizdeki son sayisi da yine terdrizm g¢alismalarinin en
bilinen isimlerinden birisiyle yapilmis bir akademik miilakati igermektedir.
Bu sayidaki konugumuz Profesér Gus Martin. Terorizm, asiricilik, ig
giivenlik ve adalet yonetimi konularinda uzman olan Prof. Martin’in
aralarinda Tiirk¢e’ye ¢evrilen “Terorizm Kavramlar ve Kuramlar” basta
olmak tizere ¢ok sayida kitabi bulunmaktadir. Prof. Martin ile terérizm
calismalarinin mevcut durumu, terdrizmin tanimlanmasi, terérizm tiirleri ve
ter6rizmin gelecegi konusunda kapsamli bir miilakat gergeklestirdik.

Her sayida artik gelenek haline getirdigimiz akademik miilakatlardan
sonra bu sayida 7 adet makale yer almaktadir. TRAD’1n bu sayisinda Tiirkge
makalelerin yanmisira Ingilizce makalelere de ¢okga yer verdik. Bu
makalelerden ilki “Strategy of Suicide Terrorism in Tirkiye” baglikli
caligmadir. Terdr oOrgiitlerinin sik¢a bagvurdugu yontemlerden birisi olan
intihar eylemlerini inceleyen bu makale yazarlar tarafindan “Chicago Project
on Security and Terrorism (CPOST)”de yer alan intihar saldirilar1 veri tabani
kullanilarak  Tirkiye’de  gerceklestirilen intihar saldirilarin1  analiz
etmektedir. Dr. Nuriye Nigdelioglu Happani ve Prof.Dr. Fahri Erenel’in
hazirladigit bu makalenin kullandig1 veriler ve hipotezleri itibariyla
Tarkiye’deki intihar eylemlerini iceren 6ncti ¢alismalardan birisi olarak
kayitlara gececegini diigiiniiyoruz.

Bu sayimizda yer alan ikinci c¢aligma PKK-PYD iliskisine
odaklanmaktadir. Bugiine kadar pekgok akademik calisma ve rapor PKK-
PYD iliskisini farkli agilardan incelemistir. Dr. Turgay Demir tarafindan
hazirlanan “Is The PYD A Continuation of The PKK? An Ideological
Analysis of The Concepts of Democratic Confederalism And Democratic
Autonomy” basglikli makale PKK-PYD iliskisini ideoloji ekseninde ele
almaktadir. Dergimizin ii¢iincii makalesi yine PKK ile iligkilidir. Dr. Ceyhun



Editor’den

Cicekei “Israel’s Position in Tarkiye’s Fight With PKK Terrorism”
Tiurkiye’nin PKK terdr orgiitiiyle miicadelesine Israil’in yaklagimmi ele
aldigi makalesinde konuyu Tiirk-Israil iligkilerinin tarihsel seyri
cercevesinde analitik bir bigimde degerlendirmektedir.

Doérdiincii ve besinci makalelerimiz radikallesme siirecleri ile teror
orgiitleri arasindaki iliskiyi incelemektedir. Bu ¢alismalardan ilkini
“Radikallesme — Deradikalizasyon Teorileri ve FETO’de Radikallesme”
bashgiyla Omer Faruk Celik hazirlamistir. Celik makalesinde radikallesme
ve deradikalizasyon kavramlarina iliskin calismalar1 inceledikten sonra
FETO terér orgiitiinii bu kapsamda degerlendirmistir. Radikallesmeyle ilgili
ikinci ¢alisma ise “Radikallesme ve Terdr Orgiitlerinden Ayrilma Siireci:
Diyarbakir Anneleri Ornegi” bashgiyla Zeynep Bayramoglu Oztiirk
tarafindan kaleme alinmustir. Oztiirk makalesinde ¢ocuklart PKK’ya katilan
ailelerden bireysel ¢abalari ile ¢cocugunu geri donmeye ikna eden annelerle
yaptig1 yar1 yapilandirilmis miilakatlara dayali iirettigi verileri incelemistir.

Dergimizin bu sayisindaki son iki c¢alisma yine PKK ile ilgili
olmustur. Dergimizin altinci makalesi Dog¢.Dr. Serkan Kekevi tarafindan
hazirlanmistir. “Jineoloji: S6zde/Sahte Bir Bilim, Feminizm Istismar1, PKK
Endoktrinasyonu” baglikli makalede PKK’nin feminizmden esinlenerek
ortaya attigi jineoloji kavrami incelenerek, bu teror orgiitiinin feminizmi
nasil istismar ettigi anlatilmistir. Bu sayidaki son calismamiz ise teror
orgiitlerinin agirlik merkezlerini inceleyerek askeri bilimlerde yer alan siklet
merkezi/agirlik merkezi kavramlari ile terérizm ¢aligmalarini bir araya
getirmektedir. Dr. Oguzhan Pehlivan tarafindan hazirlanan “Centre of
Gravity (COG) Analysis of Terrorist Organizations: PKK Example” isimli
calismada PKK’nin bir agirhik merkezi olup olmadigi sorusuna yanit
aranmigtir.

Uclincli yilma giren ve her gecen sayida artan miktarda calismayi
inceleyen ve siki bir siizgecten geciren TRAD 1 biiyiik bir emekle ¢iktigim
hatirlatmak isteriz. Yazarlarimizin, hakemlerimizin, dergi kurullarinda yer
alan kiymetli hocalarimizin ve TERAM Derneginin destegiyle gelecek
sayida karsinizda olmak dilegiyle...

Prof.Dr. Serhat ERKMEN
TRAD Editoru
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INTERVIEW WITH PROF. GUS MARTIN: ADVANCES IN
TECHNOLOGY ARE PROVIDING NEW TOOLS AND
CAPABILITIES TO TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS

ABSTRACT

Journal of Terrorism and Radicalization Studies (TRAD) is pleased to host an interview with
Professor Gus Martin. Gus Martin is a Professor and Department Chair of Criminal Justice
Administration in the Department of Public Administration, first appointed in 2001. He
served as the founding Director of the School of Public Service and Justice. He also served for
nearly ten years in academic administration at CSU Dominguez Hills as Associate Vice
President for Faculty Affairs, Acting Associate Dean of the College of Business
Administration and Public Policy, and Associate Vice President for Human Resources
Management. Dr. Martin’s research and professional interests are terrorism and extremism,
homeland security, and administration of justice. He is author of a number of books on the
subjects of terrorism and homeland security, including Understanding Terrorism: Challenges,
Perspectives, and Issues, Understanding Homeland Security, Essentials of Terrorism:
Concepts and Controversies, The SAGE Encyclopedia of Terrorism, Second Edition,
Terrorism and Homeland Security, and The New Era of Terrorism: Selected Readings. He is
also author of Juvenile Justice: Process and Systems. Dr. Martin began his academic career as
an Administration of Justice professor at the Graduate School of Public and International
Affairs, University of Pittsburgh. Prior to joining academia, Dr. Martin served as Managing
Attorney for the Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pittsburgh, Special Counsel to the
Attorney General of the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Legislative Assistant to Congressman
Charles B. Rangel of New York. Dr. Martin received his A.B. degree from Harvard College,
J.D. from Duquesne University Thomas R. Kline School of Law, and Ph.D. from the
Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh.

Keywords: Terrorism, Terrorism Studies, State Terrorism, Far-Right Terrorism, Technology.

TRAD: First of all, thank you for accepting the interview request from the
Journal of Terrorism and Radicalization Studies (TRAD). Professor, we
would like begin our interview by asking some questions about terrorism
studies. The study of terrorism and political violence is a challenging field of
study. In your opinion, what are the biggest difficulties faced by those
working in the field of terrorism? Which subjects should scholars who are
studying terrorism focus on today? What are your recommendations?

Prof. Gus Martin: Working in the field of terrorism and counterterrorism
presents a myriad of challenges. These challenges include, but certainly are
not limited to the following factors: First, terrorist groups constantly evolve
their tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs) to circumvent security
measures. Staying ahead of these adaptations requires continuous monitoring
and analysis. Second, identifying potential terrorists before them act is
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exceedingly difficult. Predictive analytics and behavioral analysis are still
imperfect tools, and false positives can have serious consequences. Third,
addressing the root causes of terrorism, such as political grievances,
socioeconomic disparities, and ideological extremism, requires long-term,
multifaceted strategies that go beyond just military or law enforcement
responses. Fourth, as technology advances, so too does the potential for
cyberterrorism. Attacks on critical infrastructure, financial systems, and
information networks pose significant threats and are challenging to defend
against. And fifth, maintaining security while upholding civil liberties is a
delicate balance. Measures such as surveillance, data collection, and law
enforcement actions must be carefully calibrated to prevent overreach and
infringement on individual rights.

Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that
integrates intelligence gathering, law enforcement, diplomacy, community
engagement, and addressing underlying social, economic, and political
factors. Scholars studying terrorism today must focus on a range of
interdisciplinary subjects to gain a comprehensive understanding of the
phenomenon and develop effective counterterrorism strategies. The study of
terrorism is one of the most multidisciplinary subjects in the social sciences,
drawing extensively from political science, government, administration of
justice, sociology, history, and philosophy. It is also one of the most
dynamic subjects.

There are a number of key areas of focus including, but not limited to, the
following: First, research into the process of radicalization, including online
radicalization, can provide insights into how individuals become involved in
terrorist activities and help identify intervention points. Second, with the
increasing use of technology by terrorist groups for communication,
recruitment, and attacks, scholars should study cybersecurity, social media
dynamics, encryption technologies, and the potential for cyberattacks on
critical infrastructure. Third, scholars should stay abreast of emerging threats
and trends in terrorism, including the rise of lone actors, the use of drones,
bioterrorism, and the intersection of terrorism with other forms of organized
crime. Fourth, addressing the root causes of terrorism requires understanding
the dynamics of conflict, governance, and development in regions affected
by terrorism. Research in this area can inform efforts to promote peace,
stability, and reconciliation. And fifth, scholars should analyze past
counterterrorism efforts to identify successes, failures, and best practices.
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This includes studying the effectiveness of military interventions, law
enforcement tactics, intelligence gathering methods, and international
cooperation mechanisms.

By focusing on these subjects, scholars can contribute to the development of
evidence-based policies and interventions aimed at preventing terrorism,
mitigating its impact, and promoting peace and security globally.

TRAD: Prof. Martin, another question is about your precious book named
“Essentials of Terrorism: Concepts and Controversies”. As you know this
book was translated in Turkish and very popular among the scholars who
work on terrorism in Turkiye. In this book you are discussing the definition
of terrorism and causes of terrorist violence as well. Professor, how define
terrorism as a political violence? Could you please elaborate this subject and
tell us that why individuals and groups engage in terrorist violence?

Prof. Gus Martin: Terrorism can be defined as a form of political violence
that is characterized by the deliberate use of violence, intimidation, or
coercion to achieve political objectives. It typically targets civilians or non-
combatants with the intention of instilling fear, creating widespread panic, or
exerting pressure on governments or other entities to change their policies or
behavior. Terrorism is typically motivated by political, ideological, or
religious beliefs. The perpetrators seek to advance a particular agenda,
challenge existing power structures, or provoke a political response. Attacks
often target symbolic locations, institutions, or individuals that represent the
perceived enemy or the values and beliefs they seek to undermine. This can
include government buildings, religious sites, transportation hubs, or cultural
landmarks.

Overall, terrorism as a form of political violence is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon that poses significant challenges to security,
governance, and social cohesion. Understanding its dynamics, motivations,
and implications is essential for developing effective strategies to prevent,
counter, and mitigate its impact.

Individuals and groups engage in terrorist violence for a variety of reasons,
often shaped by a combination of political, ideological, social, economic,
and psychological factors. Political violence is often driven by ideological or
religious beliefs. Extremist ideologies, whether political, religious, or social,
can motivate individuals or groups to use violence as a means to promote
their worldview, enforce strict codes of behavior, or purify society according
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to their interpretation of doctrine. Also, feelings of injustice, oppression,
discrimination, or marginalization can fuel resentment and anger, leading
individuals or communities to resort to terrorism as a means of expressing
their grievances and seeking redress. Perceived injustices can be rooted in
historical grievances, social inequalities, or government policies. Thus,
psychological factors, such as trauma, indoctrination, manipulation, or a
desire for revenge, can play a significant role in motivating individuals to
engage in terrorist violence. Some individuals may be susceptible to
radicalization due to personal vulnerabilities, exposure to extremist
propaganda, or social influences. And very importantly, many terrorist
groups seek to achieve specific political objectives, such as overthrowing a
government, establishing an independent state, or resisting foreign
occupation. They may believe that violence is necessary to challenge
existing power structures and advance their political agenda.

Understanding these and other motivations is essential for developing
effective counterterrorism strategies that address the root causes of terrorism,
prevent radicalization and recruitment, and promote peace, stability, and
inclusivity in society.

TRAD: In “Essentials of Terrorism: Concepts and Controversies” you have
a chapter named “Terrorism by the State”. We know that there is a wide area
of debate about state terrorism. In this context, how do you define state
terrorism paradigm? What are the characteristics of terrorism by states? Can
terrorism be a tool for states and a foreign policy?

Prof. Gus Martin: State terrorism refers to acts of violence, coercion, or
intimidation perpetrated or sponsored by a government or state entity against
its own citizens or other populations, often for political purposes. Unlike
traditional terrorism, which is typically associated with non-state actors, state
terrorism involves the systematic use of state power and resources to
suppress dissent, maintain control, or achieve specific political objectives. It
is perpetrated or sanctioned by government authorities, including military,
law enforcement, intelligence agencies, or paramilitary groups acting on
behalf of the state. State terrorism is driven by political goals, such as
suppressing opposition movements, silencing dissent, maintaining power, or
enforcing ideological conformity. It is often used as a tool of repression
against perceived threats to the ruling regime or its policies. State repression
is characterized by the use of coercion, intimidation, and fear to control
populations and deter dissent. It may involve the systematic violation of
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human rights, restrictions on civil liberties, censorship, surveillance, and
propaganda. In some cases, states may sponsor or support terrorist groups or
insurgent movements operating within their own borders or abroad. This
may include providing funding, training, weapons, safe havens, or
diplomatic cover to terrorist organizations.

Examples of state terrorism include authoritarian regimes using violence
against political dissidents, military dictatorships suppressing popular
uprisings, and governments employing terror tactics against ethnic or
religious minorities. State terrorism can have devastating consequences for
affected populations, leading to widespread human suffering, displacement,
and long-term social and political instability.

Addressing state terrorism requires holding perpetrators accountable,
promoting respect for human rights and the rule of law, strengthening
democratic institutions, and fostering transparency and accountability in
governance. International condemnation, diplomatic pressure, economic
sanctions, and support for civil society organizations can also help curb
state-sponsored repression and promote accountability for human rights
abuses.

TRAD: Prof. Martin, you discussed the characteristics of dissident
terrorism, “terrorism from below” committed by non-state movements and
groups against governments, ethnonational groups, religious groups, and
other perceived enemies in your book named “Understanding Terrorism:
Challenges, Perspectives, and Issues”. Could you please explain a little bit to
our readers that what are the different types of dissident terrorism? Could
you describe anti-state terrorism and communal terrorism?

Prof. Gus Martin: Dissident terrorism encompasses various forms of
terrorist activity carried out by individuals or groups that oppose the
established political order or seek to challenge existing power structures.
These groups may be motivated by ideological, ethnic, nationalist, or
separatist goals. Common types of dissident terrorism include, but are not
limited to, the following: First, ideological terrorists seek to advance a
specific political, religious, or social ideology through acts of violence.
These ideologies may range from anarchism and communism to white
supremacy or religious extremism. Ideological terrorists often target symbols
of authority, government institutions, or individuals perceived as enemies of
their cause. Second, nationalist terrorists seek to achieve self-determination,
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autonomy, or independence for a specific ethnic or national group. They may
target government officials, security forces, or institutions associated with
the ruling regime, as well as symbols of what they consider to be oppression
or foreign occupation. Examples include groups advocating for Kurdish
independence in Turkey or Basque separatism in Spain. Third, separatist
terrorists seek to break away from an existing political entity or establish an
independent state based on ethnic, cultural, or regional identity. They may
engage in violent attacks against government forces, infrastructure, or
civilians from the dominant group. Examples include the Tamil Tigers in Sri
Lanka and the Chechen separatists in Russia. Fourth, revolutionary terrorists
seek to overthrow the existing political order and replace it with a new social
or political system. They often target government officials, security forces,
or economic elites seen as representing the status quo. Revolutionary
terrorism may be motivated by Marxist, socialist, or anti-colonial ideologies.
And fifth, environmental terrorists seek to promote environmental causes or
oppose perceived ecological threats through acts of violence or sabotage.
They may target industries or infrastructure perceived as harmful to the
environment, such as logging, mining, or oil extraction operations. The Earth
Liberation Front (ELF) and the Animal Liberation Front (ALF) are examples
of groups engaged in environmental terrorism.

These are just a few examples of the diverse forms that dissident terrorism
can take. Each type may have unique goals, tactics, and strategies, but they
all share a common aim of using violence or the threat of violence to achieve
political change or advance a particular cause.

Anti-state terrorism and communal terrorism are two distinct forms of
terrorist activity, each with its own motivations, tactics, and objectives. Anti-
state terrorism refers to terrorist acts aimed specifically at undermining or
overthrowing a government or state authority. This form of terrorism is
characterized by direct attacks on government institutions, officials, or
symbols of state power. The objectives of anti-state terrorists may vary
widely, ranging from political, ideological, or religious motivations to
grievances related to perceived oppression, injustice, or corruption within the
government.

Tactics employed by anti-state terrorists may include bombings,
assassinations, kidnappings, sabotage, and armed attacks on security forces
or government installations. Anti-state terrorist groups often seek to create
fear and instability, weaken government authority, and disrupt the
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functioning of society to advance their political goals. Examples of anti-state
terrorism include attacks by groups seeking to overthrow a government or
establish an independent state, such as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia (FARC), or the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in Turkey.

Communal terrorism, also known as ethno-nationalist terrorism or sectarian
terrorism, refers to terrorist acts perpetrated along ethnic, religious, or
communal lines, often targeting members of a specific community or group.
This form of terrorism is fueled by inter-group conflicts, tensions, or
grievances, and aims to advance the interests of one community at the
expense of others. Communal terrorists may seek to provoke or escalate
ethnic or religious conflicts, intimidate rival communities, or impose their
own political or social agenda through violence. Tactics employed by
communal terrorists may include bombings, shootings, massacres, or other
forms of targeted violence against civilians based on their ethnic or religious
identity.

Communal terrorism can arise in contexts where there are deep-seated ethnic
or religious divisions, historical grievances, or competition for resources or
political power. Examples include sectarian violence in Irag between Sunni
and Shia Muslims, ethnic clashes in Myanmar between the Rohingya
minority and the government, or communal violence in India between
Hindus and Muslims.

While anti-state terrorism targets the government or state authority directly,
communal terrorism focuses on inter-group conflicts and tensions within
society. Both forms of terrorism can have devastating consequences for
affected populations and pose significant challenges to peace, stability, and
social cohesion.

TRAD: Professor, in the same book’s second chapter named “The Nature of
the Beast: Defining Terrorism”, you discuss that one must first understand
the important role of extremism as a primary feature of terrorist behaviour.
Could you please tell us what extremism is, how you define it and how
extremism leads to terrorism? What should states do to prevent extremism?

Prof. Gus Martin: Extremism refers to the holding of extreme or radical
beliefs, ideologies, or viewpoints that deviate significantly from mainstream
norms or values. It involves a rigid and uncompromising adherence to
particular ideas or principles, often accompanied by a rejection of alternative
perspectives and a willingness to use or condone violence to achieve one’s

199



Interview with Prof. Gus Martin: Advances in Technology are Providing New Tools and
Capabilities to Terrorist Organizations

objectives. Extremism can manifest in various domains, including politics,
race, religion, ideology, and social issues.

Extremism can lead to terrorism through several pathways. For example,
extremist ideologies can serve as a catalyst for the radicalization of
individuals, leading them to adopt increasingly extreme beliefs and attitudes.
Radicalization often involves a process of indoctrination, socialization, and
psychological manipulation, which may occur through exposure to extremist
propaganda, charismatic leaders, or radicalizing peer networks. Furthermore,
extremist ideologies may justify or glorify the use of violence as a legitimate
means of achieving ideological goals. Extremists may view violence as a
necessary or inevitable response to perceived injustices, oppression, or
existential threats. This legitimization of violence can lower the threshold for
individuals to engage in terrorist acts. And it must be remembered that
extremist ideologies provide a framework and justification for planning and
executing terrorist attacks. Terrorist groups may exploit extremist narratives
to recruit operatives, plan attacks, and select targets. Extremist ideologies
can also serve as a rallying cry for individuals or groups seeking to incite
violence or provoke conflict.

Extremism creates a fertile breeding ground for terrorism by fostering a
climate of intolerance, radicalization, and violence. Addressing extremism
requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the underlying grievances,
promotes inclusive and tolerant societies, counters extremist propaganda,
and strengthens resilience against radicalization and recruitment efforts. By
addressing the root causes of extremism and promoting alternative narratives
based on dialogue, tolerance, and respect for human rights, societies can
mitigate the risk of terrorism and promote peace and stability.

Preventing extremism requires a comprehensive and multi-dimensional
approach that addresses the root causes of radicalization, promotes social
cohesion, strengthens resilience against extremist ideologies, and builds
inclusive societies. By adopting a holistic and inclusive approach to
preventing extremism, states can mitigate the risk of radicalization,
strengthen social cohesion, and build resilient societies that are resistant to
extremist ideologies and violence.

TRAD: Professor, you also have a book chapter titled “Terrorism in the
United States”. There are some studies and concerns about an increase in far-
right radicalization and far-right terrorism in the United States in recent
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years. Do you agree with these views? Will far-right terrorism become a
threat in the United States in the future, or has it already become a threat, in
your opinion? Do you also believe that the right-wing terrorism in the United
States is usually motivated by racial supremacism and anti-government
sentiment?

Prof. Gus Martin: The threat of far-right terrorism in the United States is
already a significant concern and has been on the rise in recent years. While
the United States has historically faced threats from various forms of
terrorism, including jihadist extremism, far-right extremism poses a distinct
and growing challenge. Far-right extremist groups and individuals have
become more active and organized in the United States, with a proliferation
of online communities, forums, and social media platforms facilitating
recruitment, radicalization, and coordination. Groups such as white
supremacists, neo-Nazis, and anti-government militias have engaged in a
range of violent acts, including mass shootings, bombings, and targeted
attacks against minority communities.

Several factors contribute to the potential for far-right terrorism to become a
threat in the United States. Far-right extremist ideologies, including white
supremacy, nativism, and anti-government extremism, continue to attract
individuals who are susceptible to radicalization. Online propaganda,
conspiracy theories, and extremist rhetoric contribute to the radicalization
process, drawing individuals into violent extremist networks and
movements. Also, political polarization and social divisions in the United
States have created fertile ground for far-right extremism to thrive. Extremist
groups exploit grievances, anxieties, and resentments within society,
amplifying narratives of identity, victimhood, and conflict to recruit
supporters and justify acts of violence. Significantly, far-right extremists
often espouse ideologies that advocate for the use of violence to achieve
their objectives, including the establishment of a white ethno-state, the
overthrow of the government, or the defense of perceived cultural or racial
supremacy. The weaponization of extremist ideologies can lead to acts of
terrorism and mass violence targeting minority communities, religious
institutions, and government facilities.

Given these factors, the potential for far-right terrorism to pose a threat in
the United States is significant and warrants close attention from law
enforcement, intelligence agencies, policymakers, and civil society
organizations. Preventing and countering far-right extremism requires a
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comprehensive approach that addresses the root causes of radicalization,
strengthens community resilience, counters extremist narratives, and
promotes social cohesion and inclusion. By addressing the underlying
drivers of far-right extremism and enhancing efforts to disrupt extremist
networks, the United States can mitigate the risk of far-right terrorism and
safeguard against violent extremism in all its forms.

TRAD: Prof. Martin, some experts believe that there is a symbiotic relation
between the mass media and terrorism. Do you also believe that this kind of
relation exists or not? Could you also explain your thoughts about the role of
media in counter terrorism?

Prof. Gus Martin: The relationship between mass media and terrorism is
complex and multifaceted, but it can indeed be characterized as somewhat
symbiotic. Terrorism seeks attention and aims to spread fear and chaos.
Mass media, with its wide reach and constant coverage, provides terrorists
with the platform they crave. Terrorist acts often receive extensive media
coverage, which amplifies their impact and spreads their message further
than the actual event itself might have done. Terrorist organizations often
use mass media as a tool for recruitment and propaganda. They may release
videos, statements, or manifestos through traditional media outlets or online
platforms to attract sympathizers and recruits to their cause. Furthermore,
media coverage of terrorism can influence public opinion and government
policies.

Governments may feel pressured to respond to terrorist acts forcefully,
leading to changes in security measures, foreign policies, or even military
interventions. Terrorist groups may strategically carry out attacks to provoke
such responses, knowing that the media will broadcast their actions and the
government’s reactions. Thus, media framing can shape how the public
perceives terrorism and terrorist groups. The way in which incidents are
reported, the language used, and the images chosen can influence whether
the public sees terrorists as ruthless criminals or sympathetic freedom
fighters, depending on the context and framing chosen by the media.

The media can play a crucial role in counterterrorism efforts in several ways.
First, media outlets can serve as a vital channel for disseminating
information about terrorist threats, government responses, and safety
precautions to the public. Timely and accurate reporting can help citizens
stay informed and vigilant, enabling them to take appropriate actions to
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protect themselves and their communities. Second, the media can help
counter the narratives propagated by terrorist groups by providing accurate
and balanced coverage of terrorist incidents. This includes debunking
misinformation, avoiding sensationalism, and highlighting the destructive
nature of terrorism. By presenting a more nuanced understanding of terrorist
motivations and tactics, the media can undermine the appeal of extremist
ideologies. Third, in the aftermath of terrorist attacks, the media can play a
crucial role in fostering unity and resilience within affected communities. By
highlighting stories of solidarity, compassion, and resilience, media outlets
can help mitigate the fear and division sown by terrorist acts. Additionally,
the media can amplify messages of resilience and defiance from political
leaders, community leaders, and ordinary citizens, reinforcing the message
that terrorism will not divide or defeat society. Fourth, media coverage can
aid law enforcement and intelligence agencies in their efforts to prevent and
combat terrorism. Responsible reporting can help raise public awareness of
suspicious activities, encourage individuals to report potential threats, and
facilitate cooperation between law enforcement agencies and the public.
Additionally, controlled dissemination of information by authorities through
the media can help shape public perceptions and responses to terrorist
incidents. And fifth, the media can facilitate constructive dialogue and
understanding between different communities, religions, and cultures,
thereby reducing the social and political grievances that can fuel terrorism.
By providing a platform for diverse voices and perspectives, the media can
help promote tolerance, empathy, and mutual respect, undercutting the
narratives of hatred and division promoted by terrorist groups.

Overall, the media’s role in counterterrorism is multifaceted, encompassing
information dissemination, narrative counteraction, community resilience-
building, support for law enforcement efforts, and promotion of dialogue and
understanding. Effective collaboration between media organizations,
government agencies, civil society groups, and the public is essential to
harness the media’s potential as a force for countering terrorism and
promoting peace and stability.

TRAD: Professor, our last question is about the future of terrorism. We
believe that the “old” terrorism was, in many ways, symmetrical and
predictable. But now the technology not only improved the counter terrorism
polices but also the terrorism tactics, techniques and procures. So in this
perspective how you imagine the new threats against the states and
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terrorism? How you define trends that related to near-term future of
terrorism?

Prof. Gus Martin: The likelihood of political violence remains high in the
near future. Several trends are shaping the near-term future of terrorism.
Terrorism is increasingly becoming intertwined with other forms of conflict,
such as insurgency, organized crime, and cyber warfare. Terrorist groups are
leveraging technological advancements and exploiting governance vacuums
to engage in a wide range of activities beyond traditional acts of violence,
including cyberattacks, propaganda dissemination, and illicit financing.
Terrorist groups are adapting their tactics and targeting strategies in response
to evolving security measures and geopolitical dynamics. There is a growing
trend toward low-cost, high-impact attacks, such as lone-wolf or small-cell
operations, as well as attacks on soft targets such as crowded public spaces,
transportation hubs, and symbolic landmarks.

The internet and social media platforms continue to play a significant role in
radicalization and recruitment efforts by terrorist organizations. Online
propaganda, indoctrination, and recruitment campaigns enable terrorist
groups to reach a global audience, radicalize individuals remotely, and
inspire or direct attacks without direct physical contact. Furthermore,
advances in technology, such as drones, artificial intelligence, and
biotechnology, are providing new tools and capabilities to terrorist groups.
These technologies can be weaponized for a variety of purposes, including
surveillance, reconnaissance, propaganda dissemination, and even the
development of novel weapons of mass destruction.

Despite significant counterterrorism efforts, terrorist groups have
demonstrated resilience and adaptability, evolving in response to pressure
from security forces and adapting their tactics, techniques, and procedures to
exploit vulnerabilities and evade detection. This adaptability underscores the
ongoing challenge of countering terrorism effectively in an ever-changing
threat landscape. Terrorism is increasingly transcending national borders,
with terrorist groups forming transnational networks and alliances. This
globalization of terrorism facilitates the flow of fighters, funds, and ideas
across borders, enabling groups to operate in multiple countries
simultaneously and collaborate with like-minded organizations worldwide.

Addressing these trends requires a multifaceted approach that encompasses
not only traditional security measures but also efforts to address the
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underlying drivers of terrorism, such as political grievances, socioeconomic
marginalization, and ideological extremism. Collaboration between
governments, law enforcement agencies, intelligence services, civil society
organizations, and technology companies is essential to effectively mitigate
the threat of terrorism and promote peace and stability in the near term.

TRAD: Thank you for answering our questions. Is there anything you would
like to add?

Prof. Gus Martin: Thank you for allowing me the honor of discussing these
very important questions in the field of terrorism and counterterrorism. It has
been a sincere pleasure to address your interests. | wish you the best for your
future endeavors.
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PROF. GUS MARTIN iLE SOYLESI: TEKNOLOJIDEKI
GELISMELER TEROR ORGUTLERINE YENi iIMKAN VE
KABILIYETLER SAGLIYOR

OZET

Terorizm ve Radikallesme Arastirmalart Dergisi (TRAD) Profesér Gus Martin ile bir
sOylesiye ev sahipligi yapmaktan biiyiikk bir memnuniyet duymaktadir. Gus Martin, 2001
yilinda atandigi Kamu Yonetimi Bolimiinde Ceza Adaleti Yonetimi Profesorii ve Bolim
Bagkanidir. Kamu Hizmeti ve Adalet Okulu’nun kurucu midiirii olarak goérev yapmustir.
Ayrica yaklagik on yil boyunca CSU Dominguez Hills’te akademik yonetimde Fakilte
Islerinden Sorumlu Baskan Yardimcisi, Isletme ve Kamu Politikas1 Fakiiltesi Dekan Vekili ve
Insan Kaynaklar1 Yonetiminden Sorumlu Baskan Yardimcisi olarak gorev yapmustir. Dr.
Martin’in aragtirma ve mesleki ilgi alanlari terérizm ve agiricilik, i¢ givenlik ve adalet
yonetimidir. Ter6rizm ve i¢ giivenlik konularinda aralarinda; Ter6rizmi Anlamak: Zorluklar,
Perspektifler ve Sorunlar, Ulusal Giivenligi Anlamak, Ter6rizmin Temelleri: Kavramlar ve
Tartismalar, SAGE Terdrizm Ansiklopedisi, Ikinci Baski, Terdrizm ve Ulusal Giivenlik ve
Ter6rizmin Yeni Cagi: Se¢ilmis Okumalar ve Cocuk Adaleti: Siire¢ ve Sistemler gibi ¢ok
sayida kitabin yazaridir. Dr. Martin akademik kariyerine Pittsburgh Universitesi Kamu ve
Uluslararasi iliskiler Enstitiisii’nde Adalet Yonetimi profesorii olarak baslamugtir. Dr. Martin,
akademiye katilmadan 6nce Biiyiik Pittsburgh Adil Konut Ortakligi Yonetici Avukati, ABD
Virgin Adalar1 Bassaveist Ozel Danismani ve New York Kongre Uyesi Charles B. Rangel’in
Yasama Asistan1 olarak gorev yapmustir. Dr. Martin lisans derecesini Harvard
Universitesinden almistir, Duquesne Universitesi Thomas R. Kline Hukuk Fakiiltesinden
yiiksek lisans ve Pittsburgh Universitesi Kamu ve Uluslararasi iliskiler Enstitiisiinden doktora
derecelerini almisgtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Terorizm, Ter6rizm Caligmalari, Devlet Ter6rizmi, Asir1 Sag Terdrizm,
Teknoloji.

TRAD: Oncelikle Terdérizm ve Radikallesme Arastirmalar1 Dergisi’nin
(TRAD) sdylesi talebini kabul ettiginiz icin tesekkiir ederiz. Profesor,
sOylesimize terérizm g¢alismalar1 hakkinda bazi sorular sorarak baslamak
istiyoruz. Ter6rizm ve siyasal siddet calismalar1 zorlu bir ¢aligma alani.
Sizce terdrizm alaninda calisanlarin karsilastigi en biiyiik zorluklar nelerdir?
Bugiin terérizm iizerine ¢aligan akademisyenler hangi konulara odaklanmal1?
Onerileriniz nelerdir?

Prof. Gus Martin: Terdérizm ve terdrizmle miicadele alaninda ¢alismak
sayisiz zorlugu beraberinde getirmektedir. Bu zorluklar arasinda, kesinlikle
bunlarla smirli olmamakla birlikte, asagidaki faktorler yer almaktadir:
Birincisi, teror orgiitleri giivenlik 6nlemlerini agsmak i¢in taktik, teknik ve
prosediirlerini stirekli olarak gelistirmektedir. Bu giincellemelerin ve
yeniliklerin 6niine gegmek siirekli izleme ve analiz gerektirir. Ikincisi,
potansiyel teroristleri eyleme gecmeden dnce tespit etmek son derece zordur.
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Tahmine dayali analitik ve davranigsal analiz hala kusurlu araclardir ve
yanlis pozitif sonuglarin ciddi negatif sonuglari olabilir. Ugiinciisii, siyasi
sikayetler, sosyoekonomik esitsizlikler ve ideolojik asiricilik gibi terdrizmin
temel nedenlerini ele almak, sadece askeri veya kolluk kuvvetleri
mudahalelerinin  Otesine gegen, uzun vadeli ve cok yonli stratejiler
gerektirir. Dordinci olarak, teknoloji ilerledikce siber terdrizm potansiyeli
de artmaktadir. Kritik altyapi, finansal sistemler ve bilgi aglarma yonelik
saldirilar 6nemli tehditler olusturmakla birlikte bunlara karsi tedbirler almak
da olduk¢a zordur. Ve besincisi, sivil Ozgiirliikleri korurken giivenligi
saglamak hassas bir dengedir. G6ézetim, veri toplama ve kolluk kuvvetlerini
kullanmak gibi tedbirler, asiriya kagmayir ve bireysel haklarin ihlalini
onlemek icin dikkatli bir sekilde ayarlanmalidir.

Bu zorluklarin ele alinmasi, istihbarat toplama, kolluk kuvvetlerinin
kullanilmasi, diplomasi, toplum katilimi ve altta yatan sosyal, ekonomik ve
siyasi faktorlerin ele alinmasini biitiinlestiren kapsamli bir yaklagim
gerektirir. Glinlimiizde terdrizm iizerine ¢alisan akademisyenler, bu olguyu
kapsamli bir sekilde anlamak ve etkili terérizmle miicadele stratejileri
gelistirmek i¢in bir dizi disiplinler aras1 konuya odaklanmalidir. Ter6rizm
caligmalari, siyaset bilimi, hiikiimet ve adalet yonetimi, sosyoloji, tarih ve
felsefeden kapsamli bir sekilde yararlanan sosyal bilimlerdeki ¢ok disiplinli
konulardan biridir. Bu alan ayni zamanda en dinamik konulardan da
birisidir.

Asagidakiler dahil ancak bunlarla sinirli olmamak iizere bir dizi kilit odak
alan1 bulunmaktadir: lk olarak, ¢evrimici radikallesme de dahil olmak iizere
radikallesme siirecine iligskin arastirmalar, bireylerin terorist faaliyetlere nasil
dahil olduklarina dair i¢ gorii saglayabilir ve miidahale noktalariin
belirlenmesine yardimei olabilir. Ikinci olarak, terdr orgiitlerinin iletisim,
eleman kazanma ve eylemler i¢in teknolojiyi giderek daha fazla kullanmasi
nedeniyle akademisyenler siber glvenlik, sosyal medya dinamikleri,
sifreleme teknolojileri ve kritik altyapiya yonelik siber saldir1 potansiyelini
arastirmahidirlar. Uciincii olarak akademisyenler terdrizmde ortaya cikan
tehditleri ve egilimleri yakindan takip etmelidirler. Yalmz aktorlerin
yiikseligi, insansiz hava araglarimin kullanimi, biyo-terérizm ve terérizmin
diger organize sug¢ bigimleriyle kesigmesi gibi konular1 yakindan takip
etmelidirler. Dordincl olarak, terdrizmin temel nedenlerini ele almak,
terérizmden etkilenen bolgelerdeki ¢atisma, yoOnetisim ve kalkinma
dinamiklerini anlamay1 gerektirir. Bu alandaki aragtirmalar bars, istikrar ve
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uzlasmay1 tesvik etme c¢abalarina bilgi saglayabilir. Besinci olarak,
akademisyenler basarilari, basarisizliklar1 ve en iyi uygulamalar belirlemek
icin gegmisteki terdrle miicadele cabalarini analiz etmelidir. Buna askeri
mudahalelerin,  kolluk  kuvvetleri  taktiklerinin, istihbarat toplama
yontemlerinin ve uluslararast is birligi mekanizmalarinin etkinliginin
incelenmesi de dahildir. Akademisyenler bu konulara odaklanarak
terérizmin Onlenmesi, etkilerinin azaltilmasi ve kiiresel olarak baris ve
giivenligin tesvik edilmesine yonelik kanita dayali politika ve miidahalelerin
gelistirilmesine katkida bulunabilirler.

TRAD: Profesor Martin, bir diger sorumuz da “Essentials of Terrorism:
Concepts and Controversies” isimli degerli kitabinizla ilgili. Bildiginiz gibi
bu kitabiniz Terdérizm: Kavramlar ve Kuramlar adiyla Tiirk¢eye de gevrildi.
Kitabiniz Tiirkiye’de terdrizm iizerine ¢alisan akademisyenler arasinda
oldukca popiiler oldu. Bu kitapta terdrizmin tanimimi ve terdrist siddetin
nedenlerini de tartisiyorsunuz. Profesor, siyasi bir siddet yontemi olarak
terorizmi nasil tanimlarsiniz? Bu konuyu biraz daha agabilir misiniz? Bize
bireylerin ve orgiitlerin neden terdrist siddete basvurduklarimi anlatabilir
misiniz?

Prof. Gus Martin: Terorizm, siyasi hedeflere ulasmak igin kasitli olarak
siddet, yildirma veya zor kullanimu ile karakterize edilen siyasi bir siddet
bicimi olarak tanmimlanabilir. Terdrizm genellikle korku salmak, yaygin
panik yaratmak ya da hiikiimetlere veya diger kuruluslara politikalarin1 veya
davranmiglarimi degistirmeleri i¢in baski uygulamak amaciyla, sivilleri veya
muharip olmayan kisileri hedef almaktadir. Terorizm tipik olarak siyasi,
ideolojik veya dini inancglar tarafindan motive edilir. Teroristler belirli bir
giindemi ilerletmeye, mevcut gii¢ yapilarina meydan okumaya veya siyasi
bir tepkiyi kiskirtmaya ¢aligirlar. Eylemler genellikle algilanan diismani veya
zayiflatmak istedikleri degerleri ve inanglar1 temsil eden sembolik yerleri,
kurumlar1 veya bireyleri hedef alir. Bunlar arasinda hiikiimet binalari, dini
mekanlar, ulasim merkezleri veya kiiltiirel simge yapilar yer alabilir.

Genel olarak, siyasal siddetin bir bigimi olan terérizm, giivenlik, yonetisim
ve sosyal uyum agisindan onemli zorluklar teskil eden, karmasik ve c¢ok
yonli  bir olgudur. Terdrizmin dinamiklerini, motivasyonlarmi ve
yontemlerini anlamak ve ter0rizmin sonuglarii Onleme, terorizmle
miucadele ve terérizmin olumsuz etkilerini azaltmaya yonelik etkili stratejiler
gelistirmek i¢in olduk¢a 6nemlidir.
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Bireyler ve orgitler, genellikle siyasi, ideolojik, sosyal, ekonomik ve
psikolojik faktorlerin bir araya gelmesiyle sekillenen cesitli nedenlerle
terdrist siddete bagvurmaktadir. Siyasal siddet genellikle ideolojik veya dini
inanglar tarafindan yonlendirilir. Ister siyasi, ister dini veya sosyal olsun,
asirilikc1 ideolojiler bireyleri veya gruplart kendi diinya gorislerini
desteklemek, kat1 davranis kurallarint uygulamak veya doktrin yorumlarina
gore toplumu arindirmak igin siddete bagvurmaya motive edebilir. Ayrica,
adaletsizlik, baski, ayrimcilik veya o&tekilestirme duygulan kizginlik ve
ofkeyi koriikleyerek bireyleri veya toplumlar sikayetlerini ifade etme ve
telafi arama araci olarak terérizme bagvurmaya yonlendirebilir. Algilanan
adaletsizliklerin kokleri tarihsel magduriyetlere, sosyal esitsizliklere veya
hilkiimet politikalarina  dayanabilir.  Dolayisiyla, travma, telkin,
manipulasyon veya intikam arzusu gibi psikolojik faktorler, bireyleri terér
siddetine katilmaya motive etmede onemli bir rol oynayabilir. Bazi bireyler
kisisel hassasiyetleri, asirilik yanlisi propagandaya maruz kalmalar1 ya da
sosyal etkiler nedeniyle radikallesmeye yatkin olabilirler. Ve c¢ok daha
onemlisi, birgok terdr orgiitii bir hiikiimeti devirmek, bagimsiz bir devlet
kurmak veya yabanci isgale direnmek gibi belirli siyasi hedeflere ulagmaya
calisir. Mevcut gilic yapilarina meydan okumak ve siyasi glindemlerini
ilerletmek i¢in siddetin gerekli olduguna inanabilirler.

Bu ve diger motivasyonlarin anlagilmasi, terérizmin temel nedenlerini ele
alan, radikallesmeyi ve terdr orgiitlerine yeni katilimlar1 6nleyen, toplumda
barig, istikrar ve kapsayiciligi tesvik eden etkili terérizmle miicadele
stratejilerinin gelistirilmesi i¢in elzemdir.

TRAD: Terorizm: Kavramlar ve Kuramlar adli kitabinizda “Devlet
Terorizmi” isimli bir boliimiiniiz de var. Devlet terdrizmi konusunda genis
bir tartigma alan1 oldugunu biliyoruz. Bu baglamda devlet terdrizmi
paradigmasimi nasil tanimliyorsunuz? Devlet terdrizminin 6zellikleri
nelerdir? Terdrizm devletler ve dis politika i¢in bir ara¢ olabilir mi?

Prof. Gus Martin: Devlet ter6rizmi, bir hiikkiimet veya devlet kurulusu
tarafindan kendi vatandaslarina veya diger halklara karsi, genellikle Siyasi
amaclarla uygulanan veya desteklenen siddet, baski veya yildirma
eylemlerini ifade eder. Tipik olarak devlet dis1 aktorlerle iliskilendirilen
geleneksel terdrizmin aksine, devlet terdrizmi muhalefeti bastirmak, kontrolii
surdirmek veya belirli siyasi hedeflere ulagsmak i¢in devlet giiciiniin ve
kaynaklarinin sistematik olarak kullanilmasini igerir. Devlet adina hareket
eden askeri birlikler, kolluk kuvvetleri, istihbarat teskilatlar1 veya paramiliter
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gruplar da dahil olmak Uzere hukiimet yetkilileri tarafindan uygulanir.
Devlet terorizmi, muhalif hareketleri bastirmak, muhalefeti susturmak,
iktidar1 siirdiirmek veya ideolojik uyumu zorlamak gibi siyasi hedefler
tarafindan ydnlendirilir. Genellikle iktidardaki rejime veya politikalarina
yonelik algilanan tehditlere karsi bir baski araci olarak kullanilir. Devlet
baskisi, niifuslart kontrol etmek ve muhalefeti caydirmak icin zorlama,
gbzdagr ve korku kullanimu ile karakterize edilir. Insan haklarinin sistematik
ihlalini, sivil Ozgiirliklerin  kisitlanmasini, sansiirl, g0zetimi ve
propagandayi icerebilir. Bazi durumlarda devletler kendi sinirlar1 iginde veya
disinda faaliyet gOsteren terdr oOrgiitlerine veya isyanct hareketlere destek
olabilir veya destek verebilir. Bu, terdr orgiitlerine finansman, egitim, silah,
guvenli siginak veya diplomatik koruma saglamayi icerebilir.

Devlet terorizmi ornekleri arasinda siyasi muhaliflere karsi siddet kullanan
otoriter rejimler, halk ayaklanmalarini1 bastiran askeri diktatorliikler ve etnik
veya dini azinliklara karsi teror taktikleri uygulayan hikumetler yer
almaktadir. Devlet terdrizmi, etkilenen halklar i¢in yikict sonuclar
dogurabilir ve yaygin insani acilara, yerinden edilmelere ve uzun vadeli
sosyal ve siyasi istikrarsizliga yol agabilir.

Devlet terérizminin 6nlenmesi, faillerin sorumlu tutulmasini, insan haklarina
ve hukukun istiinliigiine sayginin tesvik edilmesini, demokratik kurumlarin
giiclendirilmesini ve yonetimde seffaflik ve hesap verebilirligin tesvik
edilmesini gerektirir. Uluslararast kinama, diplomatik baski, ekonomik
yaptirimlar ve sivil toplum orgiitlerine destek de devlet destekli baskinin
azaltilmasina ve insan haklar1 ihlalleri i¢in hesap verebilirligin tesvik
edilmesine yardimeci olabilir.

TRAD: Profesor Martin, “Terérizmi Anlamak: Zorluklar, Perspektifler ve
Sorunlar” adh kitabinizda muhalif terérizmin, devlet disi hareketler ve
gruplar tarafindan hiikiimetlere, etnik gruplara, dini gruplara ve diger
diismanlara kars1 uygulanan “asagidan yukariya terdrizmin” 6zelliklerini ele
aldmiz. Okuyucularimiza muhalif terérizmin farkl tiirlerinin neler oldugunu
biraz acgiklayabilir misiniz? Devlet karsiti terérizm ve komiinal terdrizmi
tanimlayabilir misiniz?

Prof. Gus Martin: Muhalif terdrizm, yerlesik siyasi diizene kars1 ¢ikan veya
mevcut iktidar yapilarina meydan okumaya calisan bireyler veya gruplar
tarafindan gergeklestirilen cesitli terdr faaliyetlerini kapsar. Bu gruplar
ideolojik, etnik, milliyet¢i veya ayrilikgr hedeflerle hareket edebilirler.
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Yaygin muhalif terérizm tiirleri asagidakileri igerir, ancak bunlarla smirh
degildir: ilk olarak, ideolojik terdristler siddet eylemleri yoluyla belirli bir
siyasi, dini veya sosyal ideolojiyi siirdiirmeye caligirlar. Bu ideolojiler
anarsizm ve komiinizmden beyazlarin stiinliigiine veya dini asiriliga kadar
uzanabilir. Ideolojik terdristler genellikle otorite sembollerini, devlet
kurumlarini veya davalarinin diismani olarak algilanan bireyleri hedef alirlar.
Ikinci olarak milliyetci terdristler, belirli bir etnik veya ulusal grup i¢in kendi
kaderini tayin etme, Ozerklik veya bagimsizlik elde etmeye c¢alisirlar.
Hiikiimet yetkililerini, giivenlik giiclerini veya iktidardaki rejimle iliskili
kurumlar1 hedef alabilecekleri gibi, baski veya yabanci isgali olarak
gordikleri  sembolleri de hedef alabilirler. Tirkiye’de Kdrtlerin
bagimsizligmi savunan gruplar veya Ispanya’da Bask ayrihik¢iligi buna
ornek olarak verilebilir. Ugiincii olarak, ayrilik¢1 terdristler mevcut bir siyasi
olusumdan kopmaya veya etnik, kiiltiirel veya bolgesel kimlige dayali
bagimsiz bir devlet kurmaya galigirlar. Hiikiimet giiglerine, altyapiya veya
hakim gruptan sivillere karsi siddet iceren saldirilarda bulunabilirler. Sri
Lanka’daki Tamil Kaplanlar1 ve Rusya’daki Cegen ayrilikgilar buna 6rnek
olarak verilebilir. Dordilincti olarak, devrimci teroristler mevcut siyasi dizeni
yikmaya ve yerine yeni bir sosyal veya siyasi sistem getirmeye caligirlar.
Genellikle hikumet yetkililerini, glvenlik guclerini veya statiikoyu temsil
ettigi diisiiniilen ekonomik elitleri hedef alirlar. Devrimci terérizm Marksist,
sosyalist veya sOmiirge karsiti ideolojiler tarafindan motive edilebilir.
Besinci olarak, cevreci terdristler siddet veya sabotaj eylemleri yoluyla
cevresel amaclar1 desteklemeye veya algilanan ekolojik tehditlere karsi
cikmaya calisirlar. Agag¢ kesimi, madencilik veya petrol ¢ikarma
operasyonlari gibi ¢evreye zararli olarak algilanan endiistrileri veya altyapiy1
hedef alabilirler. Diinya Kurtulus Cephesi (The Earth Liberation Front -
ELF) ve Hayvan Kurtulus Cephesi (Animal Liberation Front - ALF) cevre
terérizmi yapan gruplara 6rnektir.

Bunlar muhalif terérizmin alabilecegi c¢esitli bi¢imlere sadece birkag
ornektir. Her bir tirin kendine 0zgi hedefleri, taktikleri ve stratejileri
olabilir, ancak hepsinin ortak amaci siyasi degisim saglamak veya belirli bir
davayi siirdiirmek icin siddet veya siddet tehdidi kullanmaktir.

Devlet karsiti terérizm ve toplumsal terérizm, her birinin kendine 06zgii
motivasyonlari, taktikleri ve hedefleri olan iki farkli terdrizm big¢imidir.
Devlet karsiti terdrizm, Ozellikle bir hiikiimeti veya devlet otoritesini
zayiflatmay1 veya devirmeyi amaclayan terdr eylemlerini ifade eder. Bu
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terorizm bicimi, devlet kurumlari, yetkilileri veya devlet giiciiniin
sembollerine dogrudan saldirilarla karakterize edilir. Devlet karsiti
terdristlerin hedefleri siyasi, ideolojik veya dini motivasyonlardan hukiimet
icinde algilanan baski, adaletsizlik veya yolsuzlukla ilgili sikayetlere kadar
genis bir yelpazede degisebilir. Devlet karsit1 terdristler tarafindan kullanilan
taktikler arasinda bombalama, suikast, adam kagirma, sabotaj ve giivenlik
glclerine veya hiikiimet tesislerine yonelik silahli saldirilar yer alabilir.
Devlet karsiti teror orgiitleri genellikle korku ve istikrarsizlik yaratmaya,
hiikiimet otoritesini zayiflatmaya ve siyasi hedeflerini ilerletmek igin
toplumun isleyisini bozmaya galigirlar. Kolombiya Devrimci Silahli Giigleri
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - FARC) veya Turkiye’deki
Kiirdistan Isci Partisi (PKK) gibi bir hiikiimeti devirmek veya bagimsiz bir
devlet kurmak isteyen orgiitlerin saldirilar1 devlet karsiti terérizme Ornek
olarak verilebilir.

Etno-milliyetci terérizm veya mezhepgi terérizm olarak da bilinen toplumsal
terérizm, etnik, dini veya toplumsal hatlar boyunca islenen ve genellikle
belirli bir toplulugun veya grubun {iyelerini hedef alan terdr eylemlerini
ifade eder. Bu tiir ter6rizm, gruplar arasi ¢atismalar, gerilimler veya
sikayetlerden beslenir ve bir toplulugun cikarlarin1 digerlerinin aleyhine
olacak sekilde ilerletmeyi amaclar. Toplumsal terdristler etnik veya dini
catismalar1 kigkirtmak veya tirmandirmak, rakip topluluklar sindirmek veya
siddet yoluyla kendi siyasi veya sosyal gilindemlerini empoze etmek
isteyebilirler. Toplumsal terdristler tarafindan kullanilan taktikler arasinda
bombalamalar, silahli saldirilar, katliamlar veya etnik veya dini kimliklerine
dayali olarak sivillere yonelik diger hedefli siddet bi¢imleri yer alabilir.

Toplumsal terdrizm, koklii etnik veya dini boliinmelerin, tarihi sikayetlerin
veya kaynaklar ya da siyasi gii¢ i¢in rekabetin oldugu baglamlarda ortaya
cikabilir. Irak’ta Slinni ve Sii Miislimanlar arasindaki mezhepsel siddet,
Myanmar’da Rohingya azinlig1 ve hiikiimet arasindaki etnik catismalar veya
Hindistan’da Hindular ve Miislimanlar arasindaki toplumsal siddet buna
ornek olarak verilebilir.

Devlet karsiti terorizm dogrudan hiikiimeti veya devlet otoritesini hedef
alirken, toplumsal terérizm gruplar arasi ¢atismalara ve toplum igindeki
gerilimlere odaklanir. Her iki terorizm tiirii de etkilenen halklar i¢in yikict
sonuglar dogurabilir ve baris, istikrar ve sosyal uyum icin énemli zorluklar
teskil edebilir.
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TRAD: Profesor, aym kitabin ikinci boliimii olan “Canavarin Dogast:
Terorizmi Tanimlamak” baslikli ikinci bolimde, oOncelikle terdrist
davraniglarin temel 6zelligi olarak agiriciligin 6nemli roliiniin anlagilmasi
gerektigini tartisiyorsunuz. Bize asiriciligin ne oldugunu, asiriciligi nasil
tanmimladigimzi ve asiriciligin terérizme nasil yol a¢tigimi anlatir misimiz?
Devletler asiriciligi 6nlemek icin ne yapmalilar?

Prof. Gus Martin: Asiricilik, ana akim normlardan veya degerlerden 6nemli
Olciide sapan asir1 veya radikal inanglara, ideolojilere ya da bakis agilarina
sahip olmay1 ifade eder. Belirli fikirlere veya ilkelere kati ve tavizsiz bir
baglilig1 igerir. Genellikle alternatif perspektiflerin reddedilmesi ve kisinin
hedeflerine ulasmak i¢in siddet kullanma veya siddete gz yumma istegi ile
birlikte goriiliir. Asiricilik siyaset, irk, din, ideoloji ve sosyal konular da
dahil olmak {izere ¢esitli alanlarda ortaya cikabilir.

Asiricilik gesitli yollarla terdrizme yol agabilir. Ornegin, asiricilik yanlisi
ideolojiler bireylerin radikallesmesi igin bir katalizor gorevi gorebilir,
giderek daha asir1 inang ve tutumlar benimsemelerine yol acabilir.
Radikallesme genellikle asiricilik yanlis1 propagandaya, karizmatik liderlere
veya radikallestirici akran aglarina maruz kalma yoluyla meydana
gelebilecek bir telkin, sosyallesme ve psikolojik manipiilasyon siirecini
icerir. Ayrica, agiricilik yanlisi ideolojiler siddet kullanimimi ideolojik
hedeflere ulagsmanin mesru bir araci olarak mesrulagtirabilir veya
yiiceltebilir. Asiricilik yanlilar1 siddeti, algilanan adaletsizliklere, baskiya
veya varolussal tehditlere karsi gerekli veya kaginilmaz bir tepki olarak
gorebilir. Siddetin bu sekilde mesrulastirilmasi, bireylerin terdr eylemlerine
girisme esigini diisiirebilir. Asiricilik yanlisi ideolojilerin terdr saldirilarinin
planlanmasi ve gergeklestirilmesi igin bir ¢ergeve ve gerekge sagladigi da
unutulmamalidir. Terdr oOrgiitleri eleman toplamak, saldir1 planlamak ve
hedef se¢mek igin asirict sdylemleri kullanabilir. Asirict ideolojiler ayni
zamanda siddeti kiskirtmak veya catigmay1 provoke etmek isteyen bireyler
veya Orgiitler i¢in bir toplanma ¢agrist islevi gorebilir.

Asiricilik, hosgorisiizliik, radikallesme ve siddet ortamini besleyerek
terérizm i¢in verimli bir ireme alam yaratir. Asiriciligin ele alinmasi, altta
yatan magduriyetleri ele alan, kapsayict ve hosgoriilii toplumlari tesvik eden,
asirict propagandaya karst koyan ve radikallesme ve eleman temin
cabalarina kars1 dayaniklilig giiclendiren ¢ok yonlii bir yaklagim gerektirir.
Asiriciligin temel nedenlerini ele alarak ve alternatifleri tesvik ederek
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diyalog, hosgdrii ve insan haklarina saygiya dayali sdylemler sayesinde
toplumlar terérizm riskini azaltabilir, baris ve istikrar tesvik edebilir.

Asiriciligin 6nlenmesi, radikallesmenin temel nedenlerini ele alan,
sosyal uyumu tesvik eden, asirici ideolojilere karst dayaniklilig1 giiclendiren
ve kapsayici toplumlar ingsa eden kapsamli ve ¢ok boyutlu bir yaklagim
gerektirir. Devletler asiriciligi 6nlemeye yonelik biitiinciil ve kapsayict bir
yaklasim benimseyerek radikallesme riskini azaltabilir, sosyal uyumu
giiclendirebilir ve asiric ideolojilere ve siddete karsi direngli toplumlar inga
edilebilir.

TRAD: Profestr, “Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde Terorizm” baglikli bir
kitap boliimiiniiz daha var. Son yillarda Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde
agir1 sag radikallesmenin ve asir1 sag terorizmin arttigina dair bazi ¢caligmalar
ve endigeler var. Siz bu goriiglere katiliyor musunuz? Sizce asir1 sag terdrizm
gelecekte Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde bir tehdit haline gelecek mi,
yoksa simdiden bir tehdit haline geldi mi? Siz de Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’ndeki asir1 sag terorizmin genellikle irksal distiinlikgiiliik ve
hiikiimet karsit1 duygularla motive edildigine inaniyor musunuz?

Prof. Gus Martin: Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde asir1 sag terdrizm
tehdidi halihazirda 6nemli bir endise kaynagidir ve son yillarda artis
gostermektedir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri tarihsel olarak cihatgi asiricilik
da dahil olmak iizere cesitli terérizm tiirlerinden gelen tehditlerle karsi
karsiya kalmis olsa da, sag asiricilik farkli ve biiyliyen bir sorun teskil
etmektedir. Asir1 sagci gruplar ve bireyler Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde
daha aktif ve organize hale gelmis, ¢evrimici topluluklar, forumlar ve sosyal
medya platformlar1 ¢ogalmis, bu da eleman temini, radikallesme ve
koordinasyonu kolaylastirmistir. Beyaz istiinliik¢iiler, neo-Naziler ve
hiikiimet karsiti milisler gibi gruplar, toplu katliamlar, bombalamalar ve
azinlik topluluklarina yonelik hedefli saldirilar da dahil olmak tizere bir dizi
siddet eylemine girismistir. Asirt sagci terdrizmin Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’nde bir tehdit haline gelme potansiyeline katkida bulunan ¢esitli
faktorler bulunmaktadir. Beyazlarin Ustiinliigii, nativizm ve hiikiimet karsitt
asiricilik  gibi agm1 sager ideolojiler radikallesmeye yatkin bireyleri
cezbetmeye devam etmektedir. Cevrimici propaganda, komplo teorileri ve
agirict sdylemler radikallesme siirecine katkida bulunarak bireyleri siddet
yanlisi asiricilikgr aglara ve hareketlere ¢ekmektedir.
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Ayrica, Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’ndeki siyasi kutuplasma ve toplumsal
boliinmeler asirt sagin gelismesi igin verimli bir zemin yaratmistir. Asiricilik
yanlis1 gruplar, destekei toplamak ve siddet eylemlerini mesrulastirmak igin
kimlik, magduriyet ve catisma sOylemlerini giiclendirerek toplumdaki
sikayetleri, endiseleri ve kizgmliklar1 istismar etmektedir. Onemli bir
sekilde, asir1 sagcilar genellikle beyaz bir etnik devlet kurulmasi, hiikiimetin
devrilmesi veya algilanan kiiltiirel veya irksal Gstiinliigiin savunulmasi gibi
hedeflerine ulagmak i¢in siddet kullanimini savunan ideolojileri benimserler.
Asiricilik yanlisi ideolojilerin silah haline getirilmesi, azinlik topluluklarini,
dini kurumlar1 ve hiikiimet tesislerini hedef alan teror ve kitlesel siddet
eylemlerine yol agabilir.

Bu faktorler gbz oniine alindiginda, asir1 sag terdrizmin Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri’nde bir tehdit olusturma potansiyeli onemlidir ve kolluk
kuvvetleri, istihbarat teskilatlari, politika yapicilar ve sivil toplum
kuruluglarmin  yakin ilgisini gerektirmektedir. Asirn sag asiriciligin
onlenmesi ve bununla miicadele edilmesi, radikallesmenin temel nedenlerini
ele alan, toplumun direncini giliglendiren, asirict sdylemlere karsi koyan ve
sosyal uyumu ve kapsayiciligi tesvik eden kapsamli bir yaklasim gerektirir.
Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, asir1 sag asiriciligin altinda yatan nedenleri ele
alarak ve asirici aglari bozma g¢abalarini artirarak asirt sag terdrizm riskini
azaltabilir ve her tiirlii siddet igeren asiriciliga karsi koruma saglayabilir.

TRAD: Profesér Martin, baz1 uzmanlar kitle iletisim araglari ile terdérizm
arasinda simbiyotik bir iligki olduguna inaniyor. Siz de bu tiir bir iligkinin
var olduguna inaniyor musunuz? Terdrle miicadelede medyanin rolil
hakkindaki diisiincelerinizi de agiklayabilir misiniz?

Prof. Gus Martin: Kitle iletisim araglar1 ve terérizm arasindaki iliski
karmasik ve ¢ok yonliidiir, ancak aslinda bir sekilde simbiyotik olarak da
nitelendirilebilir. Terorizm dikkat cekmek ister, korku ve kaos yaymay1
amaglar. Kitle iletisim aracglari, genis erisimi ve siirekli kapsama alaniyla
terOristlere arzuladiklar1 platformu saglar. Terdrist eylemler genellikle
medyada genis yer bulur, bu da etkilerini artirir ve mesajlarini olayin
kendisinin yapabileceginden daha fazla yayar. Teror orgiitleri kitle iletigim
araglarin1 genellikle eleman kazanma ve propaganda araci olarak kullanirlar.
Sempatizanlarini ve elemanlarim1 davalarina ¢gekmek i¢in geleneksel medya
kuruluslan veya ¢evrimigi platformlar araciligiyla videolar, agiklamalar veya
manifestolar yayinlayabilirler. Ayrica, terérizmin medyada yer almasi
kamuoyunu ve hiikiimet politikalarini etkileyebilir.
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Hikiimetler terdr eylemlerine giicli bir sekilde karsilik vermek icin
kendilerini bask:i altinda hissedebilir ve bu da giivenlik 6nlemlerinde, dig
politikalarda ve hatta askeri miidahalelerde degisikliklere yol acabilir. Teror
orgiitleri, medyanin eylemlerini ve hiikiimetin tepkilerini yayinlayacagini
bilerek, bu tiir tepkileri kigkirtmak i¢in stratejik olarak saldirilar
gerceklestirebilir. Dolayisiyla, medyanin ¢izdigi ¢erceve halkin terdrizmi ve
terdr orgiitlerini nasil algiladigimi sekillendirebilir. Olaylarin haberlestirilme
sekli, kullanilan dil ve segilen imajlar, medyanin sectigi baglam ve
cergevelemeye bagli olarak halkin terdristleri acimasiz suglular mi1 yoksa
sempatik 6zgiirliik savascilar1 olarak mi gordiigiinii etkileyebilir.

Medya terdrizmle miicadele cabalarinda gesitli sekillerde 6nemli bir rol
oynayabilir. ilk olarak, medya kuruluslari teror tehditleri, hiikiimet
midahaleleri ve giivenlik onlemleri hakkindaki bilgileri halka ulagtirmak
icin hayati bir kanal olarak hizmet edebilir. Zamaninda ve dogru habercilik,
vatandaslarin bilgi sahibi ve tetikte olmalarma yardime1 olarak kendilerini ve
toplumlarim1 korumak i¢in uygun adimlar1 atmalarini saglayabilir. Ikinci
olarak medya, teror olaylarina dogru ve dengeli bir sekilde yer vererek teror
oOrgiitleri tarafindan yayilan sdylemlere karsi koymaya yardimci olabilir. Bu,
yanlis bilgilerin ¢iiriitiilmesini, sansasyondan kag¢inilmasini ve terdrizmin
yikici dogasinin vurgulanmasini igerir. Medya, terdristlerin motivasyonlari
ve taktikleri hakkinda daha incelikli bir anlayis sunarak asiricilik yanlisi
ideolojilerin cazibesini zayiflatabilir. Ugiincii olarak, terdr saldirilarmin
ardindan medya, saldiridan etkilenen toplumlarda birlik ve direncin tesvik
edilmesinde 6nemli bir rol oynayabilir. Medya kuruluslar1 dayanisma,
merhamet ve dayaniklilik hikdyelerini 6ne ¢ikararak terdr eylemlerinin
yarattigl korku ve boliinmeyi azaltmaya yardimei olabilir. Buna ek olarak,
medya siyasi liderlerin, toplum liderlerinin ve siradan vatandaslarin direng
ve meydan okuma mesajlarin1 giiglendirerek terérizmin toplumu
bélmeyecegi veya yenmeyecegi mesajini pekistirebilir. Dordiincii olarak,
medyada yer alan haberler kolluk kuvvetleri ve istihbarat kurumlariin
terorizmi 6nleme ve terdrizmle miicadele etme g¢abalarina yardimci olabilir.
Sorumlu habercilik, siipheli faaliyetler konusunda halkin farkindaligini
artirmaya yardimci olabilir, bireyleri potansiyel tehditleri bildirmeye tesvik
edebilir ve kolluk kuvvetleri ile halk arasinda is birligini kolaylastirabilir.
Buna ek olarak, yetkililerin medya araciligiyla kontrollii bir sekilde bilgi
yaymasi, kamuoyunun algilarin1 ve terér olaylarma yoénelik tepkilerini
sekillendirmeye yardimei olabilir. Besinci olarak, medya farkli topluluklar,
dinler ve kiiltiirler arasinda yapici diyalog ve anlayisi kolaylastirabilir,
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boylece terdrizmi koriikleyebilecek sosyal ve siyasi sikayetleri azaltabilir.
Medya, farkli sesler ve bakis agilart i¢in bir platform saglayarak hosgorii,
empati ve karsilikli sayginin tesvik edilmesine yardimci olabilir ve teror
orgiitleri tarafindan desteklenen nefret ve bolinme sdylemlerinin altini
oyabilir.

Genel olarak, medyanin terérizmle mucadeledeki roli ¢ok yonludir; bilgi
yayma, anlatilarla karsi koyma, toplumun direncini artirma, kolluk
kuvvetlerinin c¢abalarin1 destekleme ve diyalog ve anlayisi tesvik etmeyi
kapsar. Medya kuruluslari, devlet kurumlari, sivil toplum gruplar1 ve
kamuoyu arasinda etkili bir igbirligi, medyanin terérle miicadelede ve baris
ve istikrarin desteklenmesinde bir gii¢c olarak potansiyelinden faydalanmak
icin elzemdir.

TRAD: Profesor, son sorumuz terorizmin gelecegi ile ilgili. “Eski”
ter6rizmin birgok yonden simetrik ve ongoriilebilir olduguna inaniyoruz.
Ancak simdi teknoloji sadece terdrizmle miicadele politikalarini degil, aym
zamanda terorizm taktiklerini, tekniklerini ve tedariklerini de gelistirdi. Peki,
bu perspektifte devletlere ve terérizme yonelik yeni tehditleri nasil tahayyiil
ediyorsunuz? Terérizmin yakin vadeli gelecegi ile ilgili trendleri nasil
tanimliyorsunuz?

Prof. Gus Martin: Yakin gelecekte siyasi siddet kullanma olasilig1 yiiksek
seviyede olmaya devam edecektir. Ter6rizmin yakin vadeli gelecegini
sekillendiren cesitli egilimler bulunmaktadir. Terérizm, isyan, organize sug
ve siber savas gibi diger catisma bicimleriyle giderek daha fazla i¢ ice
gecmektedir. Teror orgiitleri, siber saldirilar, propaganda yayma ve yasadisi
finansman dahil olmak (zere geleneksel siddet eylemlerinin 6tesinde gok
cesitli faaliyetlerde bulunmak icin teknolojik gelismelerden yararlanmakta
ve yonetim bosluklarim istismar etmektedir. Teror orgiitleri taktiklerini ve
hedefleme stratejilerini  gelisen giivenlik onlemlerine ve jeopolitik
dinamiklere goére uyarlamaktadir. Yalmz kurt veya kiiciik hiicre
operasyonlar1 gibi diisiik maliyetli, yliksek etkili saldirilarin yani sira
kalabalik kamusal alanlar, ulasim merkezleri ve sembolik yerler gibi
yumusak hedeflere yonelik saldirilara yonelik artan bir egilim vardir.

Internet ve sosyal medya platformlar1 terdr oOrgiitlerinin radikallesme ve
eleman kazanma cabalarinda 6nemli bir rol oynamaya devam etmektedir.
Cevrimi¢i propaganda, telkin ve eleman temini kampanyalar1 teror
orgutlerinin  kiresel  bir  kitleye ulasmasini, bireyleri  uzaktan
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radikallestirmesini ve dogrudan fiziksel temas olmadan saldirilara ilham
vermesini veya yoOnlendirmesini saglamaktadir. Ayrica, insansiz hava
araclari, yapay zeka ve biyo-teknoloji gibi teknolojideki ilerlemeler terdr
orgiitlerine yeni araglar ve kabiliyetler saglamaktadir. Bu teknolojiler
gozetleme, kesif, propaganda yayma ve hatta yeni kitle imha silahlarinin
gelistirilmesi gibi ¢esitli amaglar icin silah haline getirilebilir.

Onemli terdrle miicadele ¢abalarina ragmen, terdr orgiitleri giivenlik
giiclerinin baskis1 karsisinda evrim gegirerek ve taktik, teknik ve
prosediirlerini giivenlik aciklarindan faydalanmak ve tespit edilmekten
kaginmak i¢in uyarlayarak esneklik gostermislerdir. Bu uyarlanabilirlik,
siirekli degisen tehdit ortaminda terdrle etkin bir sekilde miicadele etmenin
siiregelen zorlugunun altin1 ¢izmektedir. Terdrizm giderek ulusal smirlar
agmakta, teror Orgiitleri ulus Otesi aglar ve ittifaklar olusturmaktadir.
Terorizmin kiiresellesmesi savasgilarin, fonlarin ve fikirlerin sinir Gtesine
akisim kolaylastirarak gruplarm aymi anda birden fazla iilkede faaliyet
gostermesine ve diinya capinda benzer diislinen Orgiitlerle isbirligi
yapmasina olanak saglamaktadir.

Bu egilimlerin ele alinmasi, sadece geleneksel giivenlik 6nlemlerini degil,
ayn1 zamanda siyasi sikayetler, sosyo-ekonomik marjinallesme ve ideolojik
agiricilik gibi terdrizmin altinda yatan nedenlerin ele alinmasina yonelik
cabalar1 da kapsayan ¢ok yonlii bir yaklagim gerektirmektedir. Hiikkiimetler,
kolluk kuvvetleri, istihbarat servisleri, sivil toplum o&rgitleri ve teknoloji
sirketleri arasindaki igbirligi, terdrizm tehdidini etkili bir sekilde azaltmak ve
yakin vadede baris ve istikrar1 desteklemek i¢in gereklidir.

TRAD: Sorularimizi yanitladiginiz i¢in tesekkiir ederiz. Eklemek istediginiz

bir sey var mi?

Prof. Gus Martin: Terérizm ve terdrizmle miicadele alanindaki bu c¢ok
onemli sorular1 tartisma onurunu bana verdiginiz igin tesekkiir ederim. Ilgi
alanlariiza hitap etmek benim i¢in bir zevkti. Gelecekteki caligmalarinizda
size basarilar dilerim.
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STRATEGY OF SUICIDE TERRORISM IN TURKIYE
ABSTRACT

Nuriye NIGDELIOGLU HAPPANI", Fahri ERENEL™

Suicide terrorism is a phenomenon with conventional warfare and conventional targets/tactics.
Suicide attacks, which emerged in the latter half of the 20th century, have been on the rise
with each passing day. Uncertainties regarding the reasons why an individual would attempt
to collectively kill themselves or others for a belief they hold still persist. The complexity of
the phenomenon of suicide terrorism arises from the inability to determine when terrorist
organizations carried out suicide attacks in response to which political, religious, or
ideological events. The occupation of Afghanistan by the USA after the September 11 attacks
and the invasion of Iraq in 2003, along with the instability in the Middle East, contributed to
the increase in suicide attacks. This article aims to analyze the ideology, target audience,
time/space, purpose/method relationship, the periods in which suicide attacks occurred, and
their contributions to terrorist organizations, which are used as acts of killing among the most
significant political events in the contemporary world. This research consists of three parts,
the first part discusses the debate on the concept of suicide terrorism in the literature. In the
second part, hypotheses prepared using the CPOST suicide attack database are analyzed. In
the conclusion, suicide attacks carried out in Tirkiye are evaluated in proportion to the
hypotheses.

Keywords: Suicide Terrorism, Suicide Attacks, Strategy of Suicide Attacks, Motivations,
Terrorism.

TURKIYE’DE INTIHAR TERORIZMININ STRATEJIiSI
OZET

Intihar terérizmi konvansiyonel savas ve konvansiyonel hedefleri olan karmasik bir olgudur.
20. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda ortaya ¢ikan intihar saldirilari her gecen giin artis gostermektedir.
Bir insanin, inandig1 bir sey i¢in kendisini veya bagkalarmi kolektif olarak o&ldiirmeye
calismasmin sebebi konusundaki belirsizlikler halen devam etmektedir. Intihar terérizmi
olgusunun karmasikligi, terdr orgiitlerinin hangi donemlerde, hangi siyasi, dini veya ideolojik
olaylara kars1 intihar saldiris1 gergeklestirdigi belirlenemediginden kaynaklanmaktadir. 11
Eyliil saldirilar1 sonrasinda ABD’nin Afganistan’s, 2003 yilinda Irak’1 isgali ile Ortadogu’da
yasanan istikrarsizlik intihar saldirilarinin artmasina neden olmustur. Bu makale, giiniimiiz
diinyasinin en 6nemli siyasal olaylari arasinda yer alan bir 6ldiirme eylemi olarak kullanilan
intihar saldirilarinin ideolojisini, hedef kitlesini, zaman/mekan ve amag/ydntem iligkisini,
hangi donemlerde intihar saldirisi gergeklestirildigini ve son olarak terdr Orgutlerine olan
katkilarini degerlendirmektir. Bu arastirma sonug kismiyla birlikte ii¢ boliimden olugmaktadir.
ilk bélimde intihar terdrizmi kavramimin literatiirdeki tartigmasina yer verilmistir. kinci
bélimde Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism (CPOST) intihar saldirilart veri tabani
kullanilarak hazirlanan hipotezler analiz edilmistir. Aragtirmanin sonu¢ kisminda ise
Turkiye’de  gergeklestirilen intihar saldirilar1  hipotezlerle dogru orantili  olarak
degerlendirilmistir.
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INTRODUCTION

Suicide attacks occur worldwide and typically target security forces,
political figures, and civilian populations. They often focus on metropolitan
cities, tourist destinations, airports, mosques, churches and city squares.
These acts of suicide terrorism involve multiple terrorists, and terrorist
organizations play a significant role in orchestrating these attacks. This study
aims to examine various aspects of suicide attacks, including ideology,
dynamics, purpose-strategy-target relationships, the context of time, space,
and organization, interactions between the action and activists, and the
periods during which organizations increase their use of suicide attacks.
Terrorist organizations on the international stage carry out suicide bombings
with diverse ideological motivations. The purpose, causes, targets, methods,
gender dynamics, timing, preferred locations, and lethality of suicide
terrorism vary according to the structure and strategy of these organizations.
Understanding the complexity of suicide terrorism is essential for
determining when and why terrorist organizations resort to such activities,
whether driven by political, religious, or ideological factors. Between 1996
and 2022, there were a total of 64 suicide attacks in Turkiye. This study
analyzes these suicide terrorism acts by examining the regions in which they
occurred, the identities of the organizations involved, their ideologies, target
demographics, types of attacks, geographic locations, and gender dynamics.
To conduct this analysis, data from The Chicago Project on Security and
Terrorism (CPOST) were utilized.*

1. LITERATURE REVIEW AND HYPOTHESIS

Suicide terrorist attacks are acts of political violence executed against
non-combatant targets (Hoffman & Mccormick, 2010, p.9). A suicide attack,
one of the most effective methods of terrorist acts, involves attackers
intentionally causing harm or death to others, even though they are aware
they won’t survive the process (Pape, 1996, p.123). Hafez describes suicide
attacks as the ‘unprecedented threat method’ and defines them as the newest
form of terrorism rooted in fear and anxiety. The attacks that occurred in the
USA on September 11, 2001, the most well-known and deeply impactful

1 CPOST, with the short name “Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism”, Project group was founded
by Prof. Dr. Robert Pape. It is the organization with the most comprehensive database covering all suicide
attacks in the world since 1982.
(https://cpost.uchicago.edu/research/suicide_attacks/database_on_suicide_attacks/)
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suicide attacks, continue to have lasting effects today due to the losses,
psychological damage they caused, and their influence on shaping the global
agenda. In the literature, the terminology used to describe suicide attacks
often depends on the perspective of the descriptor, but it does not alter the
fundamental nature of the action. Instead of the term ‘suicide attack,’ various
terms such as ‘martyrdom operation,” ‘freedom fighter,” ‘suicide
commando,” ‘suicide terrorism,” and ‘suicide bomber’ are used (Hafez,
2007, p.XXX). In the literature, the terminology used to describe suicide
attacks often depends on the perspective of the descriptor, but it does not
alter the fundamental nature of the action. Instead of the term ‘suicide
attack,” various terms such as ‘martyrdom operation,” ‘freedom fighter,”
‘suicide commando,” ‘suicide terrorism,” and ‘suicide bomber’ are used
(Cronin, 2003, p.3). Assassinations, armed attacks, and kidnappings are
among the most common types of actions used by terrorists. In particular,
bombings stand out as one of the frequently used methods, with vehicle
bombings being a prevalent form of suicide attack. These suicide attacks
typically involve self-sacrifice and mass killings through the use of materials
such as explosive-laden vehicles, bags, or suicide vests. It’s noteworthy that
during the 1980s, while traditional terrorist attacks resulted in an average of
one fatality per incident, suicide attacks in the same period led to an average
of twelve deaths per incident. Those who seek to coerce their opponents
through the methods of suicide terrorism can inflict human and material
losses in target countries that are, on average, twelve times more deadly than
conventional terrorism (Hafez, 2007, p. XXV). The primary aim of suicide
attacks is typically to apply pressure on a target government, seeking to
compel a change in its policies. This strategy turns suicide attacks into acts
of terrorism, aiming to either force the government to surrender or provoke
rebellion against it, often by inflicting suffering on civilians. Suicide attacks
are used as a weapon of the weak against a stronger enemy, when other
methods of warfare have proven ineffective, regardless of the specific
organization involved (Pape, 2003, p. 33).

Bloom, using the concept of suicide terrorism, defines suicide attacks
as actions driven by political motives, characterized by violence, where the
attacker deliberately detonates a target with their own body. He views
suicide attacks as a component of asymmetrical warfare and asserts that the
planned death of the activist is a prerequisite for the attack’s success.
According to Pedahzur, who use the term ‘suicide terrorism,” these attacks
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represent a contemporary form of terrorism that differs from the methods
and tactics used by classical terrorism (Pedahzur, 2006, p.7).

The successful completion of a suicide attack hinges on the
determination of a suicide bomber to both kill and die. Consequently,
research aimed at understanding the lethality of suicide attacks examines the
motivational and structural factors within terrorist organizations. Some of
the most prominent explanations for the deadly outcomes include factors
such as being driven by religious or political ideology, socio-economic
conditions, financial support, and loyalty to the organization or its leader.
Ideology, whether religious or political, stands out as the most significant
motivator for suicide bombers. With the rise of Islamist extremism,
researchers have attributed the deadly consequences of suicide attacks to the
religious ideologies of terrorist organizations. The belief among religious
groups that they will be rewarded with martyrdom and paradise in the
afterlife has led to more suicide attacks compared to secular terrorist
organizations. As argued by Asal and Rethmeyer, terrorist organizations
whose primary motivation is otherworldly have been responsible for a
greater number of casualties than secular terrorist organizations (Asal &
Rethemeyer, 2008, p.5).

The impact of religious differences on incidents of communal
violence, terrorism, or war has been a topic of enduring debate. The global
terrorism landscape, notably heightened after the September 11, 2001
attacks, has seen an increase in acts of terrorism where religion is used as a
pretext. This begs the question: Do religious differences exacerbate tensions
brought about by terrorism, or can they facilitate a more tolerant and
peaceful society? Suicide terrorism is a growing phenomenon, and its
expansion is attributed to its increased use by religiously motivated terrorist
organizations. While a majority of the 315 suicide attacks carried out
between 1980 and 2001 were orchestrated by non-religious organizations, a
significant shift occurred in the period between 2000 and 2004, where 70%
of over 400 suicide attacks were executed by religiously motivated groups.
The direct relationship between religion and suicide terrorism plays a pivotal
role in garnering support from the communities these terrorist organizations
represent (Atran, 2004, p. 69). Virtually all terrorist groups, whether actively
or passively, rely on public support to sustain their operations. Many of these
organizations use terrorism as a means to bolster their popularity and
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influence over future generations within the communities they represent
(Kasfir, 2002, p.4).

The proportional relationship between religion and support for suicide
terrorism centers on the regulatory aspects inherent in religious beliefs.
Individuals demonstrate their endorsement of suicide terrorism by
expressing their commitment to their collective community through
participation in religious rituals. Communal religious rituals serve as a
unifying force, enabling communities to address their challenges through
collective action strategies. However, these very rituals can be manipulated
by organizations seeking individuals willing to sacrifice themselves as a
demonstration of their commitment to both society and a political cause.
Within this framework, individuals who support suicide terrorism are
expected, due to their specific religious beliefs, to engage in collective
religious rituals as a way to display their dedication to society. The extremist
group legitimizes the use of violence by invoking religious feelings in the
society, adding religious interpretations to the feeling of alienation and
isolation, and also works to eliminate the group defined as their enemy.
Religion, although it does not contain violence, is used to legitimize the
ideology that defends political and ethnocultural issues. In countries with
ethno-nationalist conflicts, as seen in Sri Lanka, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Northern Ireland, Sudan, Uganda, Kashmir, and the Former Yugoslavia, the
enemy has been portrayed as “evil” (Hudson, 1999, p.33).

Other researchers argue that poverty (Krueger, 2007, p.2), economic
inequality, high unemployment (Krueger & Maleckova, 2002, p.127), and
unstable political and economic conditions that restrict rights and freedoms
can be used to justify large-scale acts of political violence (Krueger & Laitin,
2010, p. 150) In this framework, the absence of social, political, and
economic opportunities causes conflict between societies in general and
mobilizes them against injustices. Although there is mixed evidence of the
link between poverty and participation in terrorism, the lack of rights and
freedoms has a strong impact on participation in terrorist organizations
(Krueger & Maleckova, 2002, p.142). Nations seeking self-determination,
and political independence, terrorist groups aiming to eradicate social and
economic injustices defend their right by resorting to their violent attacks for
the common social good. These reasons lead to more people willing to
commit suicide attacks. Therefore, a strong commitment to a political cause
or a religious ideology can increase the number of mentally and physically
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committed people available. In addition to ideology, the organizational
structures of these groups can also have an impact on the deadly
consequences of terrorist attacks (Asal & Rethemeyer, 2008, p.438) The way
power is distributed in an organization is the most important factor for
demonstrating loyalty to those at the bottom of the organizational pyramid.
Although there is not enough information about the nature, motivation,
causes, and consequences of the terrorist’s psychology, the emerging
common concepts focus on ideology, religion, politics, leader-follower
relations, organization, and efforts to show themselves. People who prefer to
be terrorists are generally unemployed, alienated from their social relations,
and separated from society. Less educated people may try to join a terrorist
group out of boredom and a desire to pursue a cause they see as just. While
educated people may be motivated by political or religious reasons, some
individuals may become militants in terrorist organizations with the desire to
use their bomb-making skills. People born and raised in Western countries
who choose to be terrorists are often both intellectuals and idealists. While
the reasons vary, individuals often turn to terrorism with the help of a family
member or friend with terrorist connections. Membership in a terrorist group
is highly selective with novices lasting for a year or more gradually
progressing towards full membership in the terrorist group. It is not enough
for those who will become militants in the terrorist organization to have a
personality or character suitable for the organization, they must also have a
certain ability needed by the members of the organization (Hudson, 1999,
p.22). Hypotheses were derived, believing that this research is an important
step towards confirming the uniqueness of suicide attacks used by terrorist
organizations and informing current counter-terrorism policies:

H1l. As long as terrorist organizations are militarily helpless
(defeated), they carry out more suicide attacks. The Kurdistan Worker Party
(PKK) and ISIS/DAESH (also known as Daesh, ISIL, or so-called Islamic
State) was militarily defeated and helpless, it resorted to suicide attacks.

H2. The acts of suicide terrorism in Turkiye differ according to
religious motives, and ethnic/nationalist-separatist and Marxist-Leninist
ideologies.

H3. Suicide attacks in Tirkiye are executed by targeting the security
forces, the political, and the civilian population.
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H4. Whether the target is an indoor or outdoor area in suicide attacks
affects the number of victims.

H5. The lethality of suicide attacks differs according to the gender of
the perpetrator.

H6. Suicide attacks by more than one perpetrator cause more people
to be victims involving attacks carried out by a single perpetrator.

H7. Suicide attackers do not carry out the actions alone, the influence
of terrorist organizations in the attack is high.

2. DATA AND METHODS

This study focuses on suicide attacks in Turkiye between 1996 and
2022. The analysis is not limited to PKK because the suicide attack tactic
has been used by various groups. The research includes suicide attacks by
Ethno-Nationalist/Separatist, Religious, and Marxist-Leninist groups. As a
result, this article categorizes suicide bombers as including the perpetrators
of bombings or attempted criminals. Two different inclusion criteria were
applied for all terrorist incidents examined in this study. First, a violent
suicide attack crime must have been committed in Turkiye since 1996.
Second, the perpetrators of the crime must be affiliated with a terrorist
organization. For all incidents included in the research, the terrorists must
have been convicted of this crime or remain unprosecuted.

The CPOST? collected information on multiple units of analysis,
including death toll, casualties, location, gender, bomb type, target, and
organization name. CPOST’s incident identification and coding
encompasses many different processes. Extensively cross-referenced and
verified with English and Turkish official sources from June 1996 to
November 2022 to reexamine the data and maximize the reliability of the
data. In addition, this database has been proven in the international arena to
be a valid source of data on deadly suicide attacks in the world. CPOST’s
incident identification and coding encompasses many different processes.
Furthermore, this database has been proven in the international arena to be a
valid source of data on deadly suicide attacks in the world.

2 CPOST, with the short name “Chicago Project on Security and Terrorism”, Project group was founded
by Prof. Dr. Robert Pape. It is the organization with the most comprehensive database covering all suicide
attacks in the world since 1982.
(https://cpost.uchicago.edu/research/suicide_attacks/database_on_suicide attacks/)
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Table 1. Suicide Bomb Attacks In Tirkiye Over Time (The Data Was
Created By The Authors Using CPOST Data)

Months

1996
1908
1999
2001
03
2004
005
006
0T
2010
w
012
013
2014
2015
2016
017
019
2022
Total

-

Jamary 1

February 2 1

March 3 1 1

aprl 2 1

May 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 B

June 1 1 3 1

Juby 1 1 1

Augmr 1 1

The first hypothesis is that the PKK and ISIS/DAESH were militarily
defeated and helpless, it resorted to suicide attacks (H1) (Cronin, 2003, p.9).
In this regard, numerical data on suicide attacks performed in Tirkiye were
examined. Our data show that although the PKK executed its first terrorist
attack in 1984, it realized its first suicide attack in 1996 (CRS, 2019, p.2).
Indeed, from 2004 to 2015, the PKK averaged less than one suicide
operation per month. Although it envisaged the organization of rural areas
and mountainous areas by using traditional terror methods in the first stages
of PKK’s operations, it also envisaged urban organization as its second part.
Instead of resorting to asymmetric suicide bombing tactics, the PKK waged
conventional warfare to survive during these periods. Indeed, from 2004 to
2015, the PKK averaged less than one suicide operation per month. With the
end of the "solution process” defined as the "Kurdish Problem” between
2013 and 2015, it was observed that the number of suicide attacks increased
significantly. While suicide belts accounted for half of the deaths caused by
the PKK, this type of weapon was followed by the Handmade Explosives
(EYP). An increase has been observed in the Trench (Hendek)
Operations(UNHCR, 2017) and 15th July Coup Attempt (Ulucakar, 2020, p.
7) suicide attacks carried out between July 2015 and 2016 in the southeast of
Turkiye (Esen, 2022, p. 2). With the strengthening of ISIS/DAESH in the
region, the suicide attacks in Turkiye reached the highest level. The
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deportation operations initiated by Turkiye after 2016 and the effective use
of the F-16 and the Armed Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) had a positive
impact on the fight against terrorism. The first warm contact of the
ISIS/DAESH organization with Tirkiye performed actions against the
security forces and civilians to establish a caliphate state in Iraq and Syria,
started on July 23, 2015. After ISIS/IDAESH used weapons against Turkish
soldiers, Turkish warplanes starting to bombard ISIS positions. The USA
started to use Incirlik Air Base on 12 August 2015 to fight against
ISIS/DAESH, and both US and Turkish planes started air strikes. After the
airstrikes, ISIS/DAESH started to carry out suicide attacks both in
metropolises such as Istanbul, Ankara, Paris, and Brussels (Mills, 2017,
p.29).

Suicide attacks, which have been executed for 26 years, have been
performed by aggressors affiliated with four different terrorist organizations.
In the attacks executed by PKK, Revolutionary People’s Liberation Party-
Front (DHKP-C), Al-Qaeda, and ISIS/DAESH organization members in
different regions on different dates, a total of 879 people were killed and
2818 people were injured.

Figure 1. Number Of People Killed In Suicide Attacks Between 1996-2022 (The
Data Was Created By The Authors Using CPOST Data)

450
400
350
300
250
200
150
100
50

0 . . e

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025

227



Strategy of S:uicide Terrorsm in Turkiye
Nuriye NIGDELIOGLU HAPPANI & Fahri ERENEL

Figure 2. Number Of People Wounded In Suicide Attacks Between 1996-
2022 (The Data Was Created By The Authors Using CPOST Data)
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The terrorist acts that cause the most victims to suffer are as follows;

In the vehicle-laden bomb attacks on the British Embassy in Istanbul
and HSBC Bank on November 20, 2003, 31 people died and 393 people
were injured. The terrorist organization Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for
the attack (Cline, 2004, p. 322). “Labor, Peace, Democracy Meeting” was
held in front of Ankara Train Station on October 10, 2015. Yunus Emre
Alagoz and Omer Deniz Dundar, who were university students affiliated
with the ISIS/DAESH terrorist organization, detonated the bomb on them,
killing 102 people and injuring 400 others (Reuters, 2015). On March 13,
2016, a total of 37 people were killed and 125 people were injured in the
terrorist attack against civilians waiting at the bus stop with a moving bomb-
laden vehicle in Guvenpark. The attack was performed by university
students Seher Cagla Demir and Ozgiir Unsal affiliated with the PKK
organization (BBC, 2016). Rakim Bulgarov and Vadim Osmanov who are
affiliated with the ISIS/IDAESH terrorist organization opened fire on the
passengers with long-barrelled weapons and detonated the explosives on
them at Atatirk Airport. In the attack, 41 civilians were killed and 231
people were injured (CNN, 2016). On December 10, 2016, in front of the
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Besiktas stadium, Kadri Kiling and Burak Yavuz, affiliated with the PKK
organization, detonated their suicide belts and bomb-laden vehicles, 39
police officers died, 7 civilians died, and 235 people were (Guardian, 2016).
The terrorist attack on the most famous nightclub in Istanbul on New Year’s
Eve on January 01, 2017, was organized by Uzbek Abdulkadir Masharipov,
a university graduate affiliated with the ISIS'DAESH organization. A total
of 39 people died and 79 were injured in the terrorist attack carried out with
long-barrelled weapons on New Year’s Eve (BBC, 2017).

Figure 3. The Ideology of Suicide Terrorism Acts in Tirkiye (The
data was created by the authors using CPOST data)

m Ethno-Nationalist/Separatist

For the second hypothesis, the acts of suicide terrorism in Tirkiye
differ according to religious motives, and ethnic/nationalist-separatist and
Marxist-Leninist ideologies. (H2). In the figures, PKK organization is coded
as Ethno-Nationalist, (DHKP-C) organization as Marxist-Leninist, ISIS and
Al Qaeda as religious motivated organizations. Within this framework, 68%
of the attacks were performed with Ethno-Nationalist/Separatist, 23%
religious, and 9% Marxist-Leninist ideological motivations. Considering
these ideological elements, terrorist organizations tried to establish a
legitimate basis for acts of violence to achieve systematic, planned, and
ideological goals. There is an absolute enemy element determined by the
organization. Ideology is one of the most important tools of terrorist
organizations and it is a concept that brings together people who form the
organized structure of the organization, who have adopted the same view,
and who are advancing towards the same goal. They carry out suicide attacks
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to realize the targeted ideological elements, to announce them to the public,
and to justify the aims they defend in the eyes of society. Through these
actions, they give a message to society motivate the members of the
organization, and lay the groundwork for the recruitment of new militants.
According to Paul Wilkinson, whatever their ideological colour, terrorists in
democratic societies are defined as helpless people who are alienated from
all liberal-democratic values, who reign, and who strongly oppose the
(Wilkinson, 1977, p.94). Vamik Volkan depicts the ideology of suicide
terrorism by analogy with tent’s canvas. People have "two identities" from
childhood. The first is the individual’s own identity (individual identity), and
the second is a broader identity that encompasses many people like a large
tent (large group or ethnic identity). Historical, cultural, and religious
ideologies are the reason for the existence of communities. Selected traumas,
chosen victories, and victimization psychology are inside the tent and the
pole that keeps the tent up is in the hands of the group leader (Volkan, 2019,
p.144).

Figure 4. Suicide Actions by Target Types in Suicide Attacks in Turkiye
Between 1996-2022 (The data was created by the authors using CPOST
data)
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The third hypothesis suggests that suicide attacks in Tirkiye are
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executed by targeting the security forces, the political personal, and the
civilian population (H3). A total of 40 suicide attacks were performed
between 1996 and 2022 targeting the security forces with a rate of 62%. In
the same years, 14 suicide attacks were realized against civilians with a rate
of 22% and a suicide attack on 10 different politicians with a rate of 16%.
While the majority of the attacks targeted security forces, the highest number
of casualties occurred among civilians. Considering the attacks of the
terrorist organization PKK which carries out the most suicide attacks in
Tlrkiye, it is seen that the organization has no hesitation in resorting to
suicide attacks against the security forces and civilians. In a broadcast on
MED TV, which supported the PKK in 1996, Abdullah Ocalan made the
following statements encouraging the members of the organization to
commit suicide attacks: “Nobody should think that we are incapable of
organizing suicide attacks. Zeynep Kinaci’s heroism has shown the strength
of our suicidal guerrillas. Actually, each PKK member is a suicide guerilla. |
believe we have too many female supporters in our people who can blow up
their bodies like this young girl (Sar1 & Tinas, 2018, p. 17). Religiously
motivated terrorist organizations such as ISIS/DAESH and Al-Qaeda have
performed suicide attacks targeting civilians. It has been observed that the
left-wing DHKP-C organization which defends the Marxist/Leninist
ideology, executed a terrorist act mainly by targeting the security forces.

Figure 5. Targeted Areas of Suicide Attacks in Turkiye (The data was
created by the authors using CPOST data)
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The fourth hypothesis (H4) suggests that the choice between indoor
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and outdoor targets in suicide attacks impacts the number of victims. The
acts of suicide attacks performed in closed areas increases the fatality by
causing more people to die or be injured. Originally the bomb was more
effective in closed areas, as the limited space and potential stampede
following the explosion contribute to more severe consequences, with
victims suffering injuries or fatalities. In contrast, suicide attacks carried out
in open areas lead to a greater dispersion of blast waves, reducing the overall
harm to individuals. However, if the attackers detonate the bomb in a closed
area such as a bus, airport, or building, it destroys everything in the
immediate vicinity (10-15 meters) of the (HDL Patel, 2012, p. 316). In
explosions that occur in a closed area, the victims are thrown to the wall or
hard surfaces such as concrete floors with the impact of the explosion with
nails or pieces of shrapnel entering their bodies, causing more serious
injuries. Another effect of the explosion in closed places is explosion trauma.
The victim’s bodies shiver with the effect of the sound waves from the
explosion. The body is damaged by excessive pressure, causing internal
damage to internal (Almogy & Mintz, 2006, p.53).

The fifth hypothesis is that the lethality of suicide attacks differs
according to the gender of the perpetrator (H5). As of the second half of the
19 century Participation of women in terrorism and violent activities gained
momentum(Schweitzer, 2006, p.7).As the year’s terrorist activities in
Tirkiye began to take place, female militants began to take active roles in
the PKK organization and were a part of the terrorist organizations with the
highest female terrorist rate in the world (Haner, 2019, p. 2). Although the
number of female terrorists is high, male militants stand out in the lethality
of suicide attacks in Turkiye. Out of a total of 64 suicide attacks between
1996 and 2022, 54 were male and 10 were female attackers. The woman
named Zeynep Kinaci, code name Zilan, who executed the first suicide
attack in Tarkiy in 1996, was also a graduate of the Department of Guidance
and Psychological Counseling (Akbar, 2013, p.126). Despite the high rate of
male suicide bombers, the first six suicide attacks in Turkiye were performed
by female terrorists. It is observed that the number of male attackers has
increased, especially when the suicide acts performed after the 2000s are
examined. However, although the age range and marital status statistics
could not be obtained due to the lack of data, in general, the attackers were
single people between the ages of 17-25.
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The sixth hypothesis is that suicide attacks by more than one
perpetrator cause more people to be victims compared to attacks carried out
by a single perpetrator (H6). If suicide attacks are performed by more than
one perpetrator in a row, the second attack which is carried out especially by
targeting the crowded groups who came to the scene to help the survivors
after the first attack, completes the task of the first attack. The suicide attacks
in Turkiye are examined, and it is seen that the actions in which more than
one perpetrator participates cause more casualties compared to the suicide
attacks executed by a single perpetrator. For this reason, statistical data are
examined, suicide attacks carried out by more than one attacker; Bet Israel
Synagogue-Neve Shalom Synagogue on November 15, 2003, November 20,
2003, United Kingdom Consulate General in Istanbul-HSBC Headquarters
(Falk & Morgenstern, 2009, p. 270) October 10, 2015, Labor, Peace, and
Democracy Meeting held in Ankara (Elmasry & EI-Nawawy, 2020, p. 3)
June 28, 2016, Ataturk Airport International Terminal (BBC, 2016 )
December 10, 2016, Besiktas Stadium (Reuters, 2019) March 13, 2016,
Ankara Kizilay Square (NYTimes, 2016).

Figure 6. Terrorist Organizations Performing Suicide Attacks Between
1996-2022 (The data was created by the authors using CPOST data)
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The seventh hypothesis is that suicide attackers do not carry out the
actions alone, the influence of terrorist organizations in the attack is high
(H7). The suicide attacks performed between 1996-2022 are examined and
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it can be seen that the organization with the highest rate (67%) is the PKK
organization. The PKK organization has executed 43 suicide attacks over the
years. While the terrorist organization ISIS/DEAS ranks second with 16%,
after 2015, the organization fulfilled 10 suicide attacks. Although this
organization started its activities in Turkiye in 2015, it caused many more
deaths and injuries than the attacks executed by the PKK organization.
DHKP-C organization which is in the third place with a rate of 9%,
performed 6 suicide attacks, while Al-Qaeda organization carried out a total
of 5 suicide attacks with a rate of 8%. In this regard, although the number of
militants who committed terrorist acts is limited, the number of people who
prepared, planned, and fulfilled the act is quite high. The organization is
important in the realization of the suicide attack, its planning, the
procurement of weapons, the selection of the attacker, targeting, and
realization of them. Indeed, terrorism experts argue that the role of the
organizations’ is a much stronger factor than the individual role. Because the
individual has surrendered his identity to the group. Suicide attacks in the
modern age involve a professional organization. There is a chilling logic in
terrorist organizations choice of suicide operations. From an organizational
perspective, such attacks are used as part of a terror campaign. On the other
hand, from the perspective of the victims and their sympathizers, the news
that is a natural part of the tragedy helps to publicize the terrorist’s cause. A
suicide attacker is declared a martyr in religiously motivated organizations,
and a hero in left-wing groups (Cronin, 2003, p.12).

CONCLUSION

This article aims to investigate the strategy, target audience, aim-
method relationship, reasons, and the periods in which suicide attacks are
carried out in terrorist organizations. Suicidal terrorism is a manifestation of
the situation that occurs when the perpetrator sacrifices. Contrary to
traditional acts of terrorism, the death of the suicide attacker is essential and
inevitable for the act to be successful. It aims to instil a sense of helplessness
in the state by generating panic, fear, and anxiety within society by
frequently using the suicide attack method of terrorist organizations and
guerrilla groups.

Suicide attacks are carried out by targeting security forces, political
and civilian populations. The suicide attacks in Tirkiye are based on
religious motives, ethnic/nationalist separatist and Marxist-Leninist
ideologies. Although there is not enough information about the motivation,
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causes, and consequences of the suicide bombing, the common concepts that
emerged focus on ideology, religion, politics, organization, and the effort to
prove oneself. There is an absolute enemy element determined by the
organization. Ideology and religion, which are one of the most important
tools of terrorist organizations, bring together the people who make up the
organized structure of the organization and who are advancing towards the
same goal under the same group identity.

With the end of the "solution process" defined as the "Kurdish
Problem™ in Tirkiye between 2013 and 2015, it was observed that there was
a significant increase in the number of suicide attacks. Suicide attacks
increased with the military dismissals of the Trench Operations® and the July
15 Coup Attempt. With the strengthening of ISIS/DEAS in the region,
suicide attacks in Turkiye reached the highest level.

Women are preferred by terrorist organizations in suicide attacks.
Although research has shown that suicide attacks carried out by women
cause more harm than those carried out by men, in Tlrkiye, male militants
stand out in terms of the lethality of suicide attacks.

Suicide attacks being carried out by more than one perpetrator in a
row, especially the second attack against the group that came to the scene
and helped the survivors after the first attack, completes the incomplete task
of the first attacker. When suicide attacks in Tirkiye are evaluated, it is seen
that actions involving more than one perpetrator cause more casualties than
suicide attacks carried out by a single perpetrator.

Although the number of militants carrying out terrorist acts is limited,
the number of individuals involved in preparing, planning, and executing the
attacks is quite high. The organization plays a crucial role in the preparation,
planning, weapon procurement, selection of the attacker, targeting, and
execution of suicide attacks.

In addition to all these, terrorist acts carried out in residential areas in
rural areas until the 2000s, both in the world and in Turkiye, started to move
to the metropolises after the 2000s. After the 9/11 attacks, metropolises have
become centers of attraction for suicide attacks. Large crowds, business
centers, airports, indoor and outdoor areas, and tourist places are preferred in
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terms of civilian casualties. Suicide attacks in Tirkiye are carried out by
targeting big cities. However, the axis of the place where the suicide attacks
took place varies according to the losses experienced after the action. The
fact that the attacks are carried out in closed or open areas affects the number
of victims. The fact that the bomb is more effective in closed areas, the
narrower areas, and the stampede that may occur after the explosion caused
more people to be harmed. Suicide attacks carried out in the open area,
causes the blast waves to disappear more in the open air.
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ABSTRACT

Since the early stages of the Syrian civil war (summer of 2012), there has been a question
whether the PYD (Democratic Union Party/Partiya Yetikiya Demokrat) in Syria is identical to
the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party/Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan) in Turkiye. This is mainly
because of the ideological links and organizational similarities between them. This article
scrutinizes the ideological relationship between the PYD and the PKK by approaching the
topic from an academic perspective. By tracing the PYD’s concept of democratic autonomy
and investigating its relevance to Abdullah Ocalan’s concepts of democratic confederalism
and democratic nation, the paper analyzes and compares the ideologies of the PYD and the
PKK. Consequently, the article argues that the PYD embraces and implements Abdullah
Ocalan’s concept of democratic confederalism under the names of democratic autonomy or
self-governance and attempts to concretize the concept of democratic nation as the main
indicators that PYD is an ideological continuation of the PKK in Syria.

Keywords: Democratic Confederalism, Democratic Autonomy, PYD, PKK, Syrian Civil War.
PYD PKK’NIN BiR DEVAMI MI? DEMOKRATIK
KONFEDERALIZM VE DEMOKRATIK OTONOMI
KAVRAMLARININ iDEOLOJIK BiR ANALIZi

OZET

Suriye i¢ savagiin ilk asamalarindan, 6zellikle 2012 yili yazindan itibaren, aralarmdaki
ideolojik yakinliklar/baglar ve oOrgiitlenme yapilarindan kaynakli benzerlikler dolayisiyla
Suriye’deki Demokratik Birlik Partisi (PYD) ile Tiirkiye’deki Kiirdistan Is¢i Partisi’nin
(PKK) ayn1 orgiitler olup olmadiklart sorusu tartisilmaktadir. Bu makale meseleye akademik
bir perspektiften yaklasarak bu orgiitler arasindaki ideolojik iliskiyi irdelemektedir. Makale,
PYD’nin demokratik otonomi adin1 verdigi kavramin ideolojik yaklasiminin izlerini siiriip bu
yaklagimin Abdullah Ocalan’m demokratik konfederalizm ve demokratik ulus adimi verdigi
ideolojik yaklagimlarla iliskisini sorgulayarak karsilastirmaktadir. Karsilastirmanin sonucunda
makale, PYD’nin Abdullah Ocalan’in demokratik konfederalism konseptini benimsemekle
kalmadigmi ayni zamanda Suriye’de “demokratik otonomi” veya “6z ydnetim” kavramlari
araciligryla onu uygulamaya koydugunu ve aym zamanda Ocalan’in demokratik ulus
kavraminin pratigini gergeklestirmeye calistigini ortaya koymaktadir. Buradan hareketle
makale PYD’nin ideolojik olarak PKK’nin Suriye’de bir devami oldugunu iddia etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Demokratik Konfederalizm, Demokratik Otonomi, PYD, PKK, Suriye I¢
Savasi.
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INTRODUCTION

The Syrian Kurds have had some unprecedented opportunities
following the outbreak of the Syrian conflict and since the summer of 2012
such as having a de facto autonomous administration (Gunter, 2014, p.1).
Particularly following the withdrawal of the Syrian government forces from
northern parts of the country in July 2012, the PYD took the control over the
region because of possessing armed forces like the YPG (People’s Protection
Units/Yekineyen Parastina Gel) (Savelsberg & Tejel, 2013, p.191). Those
developments have brought the PKK, its ideology and its policies into the
Syrian civil war, mainly due to its ideological impacts on the PYD. Since
then, scholars have been investigating the relationship between the PYD and
the PKK as the PYD is the Syrian affiliate of the PKK (Gunter, 2014).

There are two types of studies approaching the relationship between
the PYD and the PKK in the existing literature. The first type is mainly
based on research of Western scholars and some regional ones who tend to
defend that the PYD is a Syrian Kurdish party; and therefore, it should be
considered as a distinct organization from the PKK (Kaya & Lowe, 2017;
Paasche, 2015). Although these scholars accept an ideological intimacy
between the PYD and the PKK, they emphasize some reasons and indicators
for such a distinction. First of all, the PYD has never been listed as a terrorist
organization by Western countries like the PKK (Paasche, 2015, p.78),
which was designated by the US and European Union countries (Gunter,
2000). Second, those parties operate in different contexts and/or geography.
While the PKK functions in Turkiye, the PYD operates in Syria, particularly
in the chaotic atmosphere of the civil war (Kaya & Lowe, 2017, p.280).
Third, in spite of the fact that there is an ideological intimacy between those
organizations, as underlined by its leading officials, the PYD is an
autonomous actor operating in Syria, which was not controlled by the PKK
(Kaya & Lowe, 2017, p.280). Fourth, the PYD tries to increase its legitimacy
among the Syrian Kurds and needs international support for its model of
governance that leads the PYD to act as a Syrian Kurdish party and
downplay its relationship with the PKK (Kaya & Lowe, 2017, p.276, 280).
Finally, the PYD operationalizes something that the PKK has never
experienced, which is being a party of government on a chunk of territory
(Kaya & Lowe, 2017, p.281). Such an experiment urges the PYD to govern
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many people and work with other political parties, ethnic/religious groups
and different movements (Paasche, 2015, p.78).

The second type of studies perceive the PYD and PKK quite identical.
They are mainly research of Turkish scholars who approach the relationship
between the PYD and PKK from the perspectives of politics and terrorism.
While analyzing the PYD-PKK relationship politically and calling the PYD
as a “terrorist organization”, those studies rightfully address human
resources, organizational and structural affiliation of the PYD as a Syrian
subunit to the PKK’s body of Kurdistan Communities Union (KCK) in
discussing the attempts of the PYD to have a political organization in Syria
(Caliskan, 2020), the YPG as a proxy actor in the US foreign policy (Erol &
Celik, 2018), the role of terrorist organizations in identity building (Demirel
2017) and the PYD-PKK’s strategies during the Syrian civil war (Kerman &
Efegil, 2017). The PYD was established by the Syrian remnants of the PKK
in 2003 (Gunter, 2014). This reality has also been accepted and
demonstrated by Western scholars. For instance, Kaya & Lowe (2017,
p.279) address the similarities between the military organization of the PYD
and the PKK. While the PKK operates as a political party and its military
activities are conducted by the HPG (People’s Defense Forces), a military
unit for the men, the PYD acts like a political party and its main military unit
is the YPG, a military unit for the men (p.279). Additionally, the PKK has a
YJA-STAR (the Free Women Units) as a military unit for the women, the
PYD has the YPJ (Yekineyen Parastina Jin, Women’s Protection Units)
(Knapp et al., 2016). Thus, the perspectives of those second type of studies
can become more understandable if we closely look at the PYD’s party
program. According to the PYD’s party program (2013), the PYD “considers
the leader of The Democratic Communities Union of Kurdistan [KCK] as its
leader [the PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan], and declares the People’s
Congress of Kurdistan ‘KONGRA GEL’ as the supreme legislative authority
of the people of Kurdistan”. These are the bodies of PKK, which help
demonstrate the organizational similarities of the PYD with the PKK. Even
those organizational points indicate the necessity of an ideological scrutiny
between the PYD and the PKK, and the importance of this paper, since those
organizations were established in accordance with the ideological concepts
of the PKK and mainly its leader Abdullah Ocalan. Accordingly, one side
attempts to provide the PYD as a distinct organization from the PKK,
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another one strives for indicating that they are identical and both are terrorist
organizations.

Bringing an alternative perspective to those debates, especially
through comparing the ideological concepts of the PYD and the PKK, would
be a significant and leading approach that would also provide a strong
ground to those debates from an academic perspective. Aforementioned
studies are significant in terms of approaching the relationship between the
PYD and the PKK from different perspectives. They also have a common
understanding regarding the ideological similarities between the PYD and
the PKK. However, there has not been any analyses of the ideological
concepts of the PYD and the PKK. When such an analysis is completed, it
would be possible to indicate and address to what extent the PYD is an
ideological continuation of the PKK although the PYD attempts to downplay
its relations with the PKK (Kaya & Lowe, 2017, p.280). Such an analysis
would clearly demonstrate that the PYD operates the PKK’s, particularly its
leader Abdullah Ocalan’s concepts of democratic confederalism and
democratic nation and it would clearly address the practical implementations
of the PKK’s concepts by the PYD in Syria. Although there have been some
attempts to show Ocalan’s ideological impact on the PYD administration in
Syria through the concepts of gender equality or jineology (Tank, 2022),
there is a need for holistic approach that has to focus and explain the entire
details of the PKK’s concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic
nation provided a ground for the PYD’s concept of democratic autonomy.
Such an ideological ground can be seen through the explanations of the
representatives of the PYD and PKK, and through the official documents of
the PYD and its administration in Syria as well as the practical
implementation of the PYD in Syria. Therefore, instead of engaging in the
debates whether the PYD is the same as the PKK or it is distinct from the
PKK, this article provides a new perspective, it creates an ideological ground
for the aforementioned debates and approaches such a relationship from an
ideological viewpoint. It traces the PYD’s ideology (democratic autonomy)
and elaborates its relevance to the PKK, more specifically Ocalan’s
ideological concepts (democratic confederalism and democratic nation) by
addressing those points through the official documents of the PYD and by
providing some practical examples from the daily implementations of the
PYD administration in north and east Syria. Therefore, it asks the following
guestions:
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oTo what extent the PYD can be assessed as an ideological continuation of
the PKK?

es\What are the main ideological and practical indicators for assessing the
PYD as an ideological continuation of the PKK?

The paper, thus, aims at comparing and contrasting the ideological
concepts of those organizations, which would reveal the ideological
dimension of their relationship. To do so, the article will begin by providing
the details of methodology. After that, Ocalan’s ideological concepts for the
PKK will be examined. Then, the article will trace the PYD’s
operationalization of the PKK’s ideological concepts in north and eastern
Syria under the name of democratic autonomy or Rojava project. The paper
will conclude by discussing the implications of the findings for the broader
research on the PYD.

1. METHODOLOGY

The article is mainly based on the analysis and comparison of the
documents of the PKK and the PYD. Such an analysis included three types
of documents. The first type was the textbooks of Abdullah Ocalan,
Democratic Confederalism (2011) and Democratic Nation (2016) that were
written for the followers and sympathizers of the PKK. In the early stages of
the Syrian conflict, the co-chair of the PYD at the time, Salih Muslim
(quoted in KurdWatch, 2011), declared that Ocalan’s model of governance
was the best one and the best solution for the Kurdish question in Syria.
Therefore, the PYD began preparing the Kurdish society to internalize such
a model of governance under the name of democratic autonomy. Those
explanations indicate that the PYD follows and aims to operate the ideas of
the PKK leader Ocalan. Therefore, to better understand and explain the
concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic nation, and to indicate
the relationship between those concepts and the PYD’s concept of
democratic autonomy, it was necessary to examine Ocalan’s aforementioned
textbooks, Democratic Confederalism (2011) and Democratic Nation (2016).
They were also important resources to indicate the PKK’s influence on the
PYD and its policies (Kaya & Lowe, 2017). As a result of this analysis, the
section titled “Abdullah Ocalan and The Making of Democratic
Confederalism” was written. In this section, the PKK’s concepts of
democratic confederalism and democratic nation were explained either
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through direct quotes or through paraphrasing the sentences from those texts
as well as adding inferences of the author.

The second type of documents were the official documents of the
PYD such as its party program (2013), the Social Contract of Rojava (2014)
and the Social Contract of Democratic Autonomous Administration of the
North and East Syria Region (2023). The reasons for choosing those
documents for the analysis can be explained like below. First of all, the PYD
had been functioning its model of governance in the north and eastern Syria
since the early stages of the Syrian conflict through those official documents.
Secondly, those were ideal and significant documents to indicate how the
ideological concepts and premises of Ocalan were located in the documents
and were put into practice by the PYD leadership in Syria. As a consequence
of this analysis, the section named “The PYD and Democratic
Confederalism” was written. In this section, the article discusses and
compares the conceptual similarities between the democratic confederalism
and democratic nation of the PKK, and democratic autonomy of the PYD,
particularly by indicating the practical implementations of the PYD. To
demonstrate such points, either direct quotes from the official documents of
the PYD or inferences of the author from those documents were applied.

The third type of documents included the outlets of the PKK-PYD
related media such as Firat News Agency (ANF News) through which the
explanations, speeches and interviews of the PYD representatives and the
leading figures of the PKK such as Murat Karayilan and Cemil Bayik were
reached out. Such an analysis helped indicate how the PYD operates
Ocalan’s ideological concepts in its administrative and military units as well
as in its institutions for education. Those outlets also demonstrated how the
PYD and, to some extent the PKK, attempted to advertise its model of
governance to the world.

While reading and analyzing the aforementioned documents, some
direct quotes were used to express specific terms. Except this, analysis were
written by paraphrasing the analyzed points and addressing the inferences of
the author. When it is seen necessary, and to prevent any misunderstandings
especially regarding the concepts of Ocalan, paraphrasing were applied by
skipping the direct quotes. In terms of those points, this research has also
some limits. Particularly, when explaining the concepts of democratic
confederalism and democratic nation, there is a need for direct quotes from
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Ocalan. However, applying those quotes regularly could cause some
misunderstandings and could be seen like reflecting the points of Ocalan, a
confirmed terrorist that could have risked the content of the research and the
life of researcher. As underlined, such limits were attempted to avoid
through paraphrasing and inferences of the author. Ultimately, the article
argues that it is very significant to show the ideological relationship between
Ocalan’s concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic nation, and
PYD’s concept of democratic autonomy that were put in practice in the north
and eastern Syria.

2. ABDULLAH OCALAN AND THE MAKING OF DEMOCRATIC
CONFEDERALISM AND DEMOCRATIC NATION

In the early stages of the Syrian conflict, the PYD co-chair at the time,
Salih Muslim said that they would be following Ocalan’s ideological
concepts in Syria under the name of democratic autonomy:

“There is a reason that we apply Apo’s [Abdullah Ocalan’s]
philosophy and ideology to Syria: It offers the best solution to the
Kurdish problems in Syrian Kurdistan. We have put forth a project:
‘democratic autonomy’.” (Quoted in KurdWatch, 2011)

Through the underlined philosophy and/or ideology of Ocalan Muslim
referred to the concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic nation.
Ocalan wrote the textbooks of Democratic Confederalism (2011) and
Democratic Nation (2016) that provides new concepts to the PKK
sympathizers for forming a new society and administration. The PYD has
been practicing those concepts in the north and eastern Syria since the
summer of 2012 (Gunter, 2014). This part of the article will address the
concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic nation. The concept of
democratic conferederalism is mainly based on Murray Bookchin’s concept
of libertarian confederalism (Knapp et al., 2016; Gunter, 2014). Democratic
confederalism is a non-state administration or a democracy without a state or
a state-like authority (Ocalan, 2011, p.21). It seems that in here Ocalan
makes a distinction between a state and a democracy to justify his new
concept of democratic conferederalism. According to Ocalan (2011, p.21),
states are based on power and their priority is to administer. Therefore, states
utilize coercion in a legitimate meaning. However, democracies are
constructed on a collective consensus and their priority is to govern, which
appeal to direct elections and voluntary participation (Ocalan, 2011, p.21).
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As a model of democracy, democratic confederalism is open to different
political groups. Its characteristics include flexibility, multi-culturalism, a
stand against monopolism and consensus that embraces ecology and
feminism (Ocalan. 2011, p.21).

Additionally, Ocalan (2016) argues that he develops a new type of
Kurdish nation by calling it “democratic nation” as an alternative concept to
the nation of nation-states. In this regard, the concept of democratic
confederalism would provide a ground for forming heterogeneous societies
as an alternative to the homogeneous societies of nation states (Ocalan
2011). Such an argued transformation from nation to Ocalan’s democratic
nation needs self-governance or autonomy as a necessary pre-condition for
forming those aforementioned societies (Ocalan, 2016, p.21). We can infer
from those explanations that a heterogeneous society is one of the main
principles of Ocalan’s new model of governance. This is because Ocalan
(2016, p.23) believes that the homogeneous society is mainly based on
centralism, rigid political boundaries, particularly a single language, culture,
religion and history. Ocalan (2011, p.23) argues that those criteria prevent
societies like groups clans, tribes and communities that have federal
gualities. So, the mindset of Ocalan’s democratic nation is based on the
“consciousness of freedom” and “solidarity” among communities or
individuals that share “similar mindset through their own will” (Ocalan,
2016, p.24). In this way, Ocalan (2011, p.23) believes that society will rely
on its original meaning. The former empires embraced this strategy for their
internal government through employing divergent type of self-
administrations, such as self-administrations for “religious authorities, tribal
councils, kingdoms, and even republics” in the different parts of their
administrative structures (Ocalan, 2011, p.23).

Another argument Ocalan advocates is linguistic freedom for the
heterogeneous societies/communities under this new model of governance.
He opposes the idea that a state and a single language are necessary elements
to become a nation. He argues that there is no need for a state and a single
language or dialect to become a democratic nation. His democratic nation
and democratic confederalism model perceive different languages and
dialects as a “richness” (Ocalan, 2016, p.26). It appears that Ocalan
considers the situation of Kurdish societies within four different countries of
the Middle East. It is highly difficult to harmonize those societies to form a
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united Kurdish state due to the cultural, linguistic and even dialectical
differences (McDowall, 2004). It also seems that Ocalan aims two points
through those claims. First, he wants to convince outsiders that his
democratic confederalism and democratic nation have no problem with the
nation-state system as long as the nation-state system does not impose
anything to his model of governance. Secondly, he opens a space for the
principle of “peaceful coexistence with other ethnic/religious minorities” to
amplify that his alternative model is highly inclusive and democratic.

Ocalan also argues that education will play a central role in forming
his ideal nation and/or transforming the Kurdish one into a democratic nation
and functioning confederalism. In practice, this premise requires opening
schools (Ocalan, 2016). These schools will teach “intellectual and emotional
education” and create argued active citizens to become a nation in the
context of Ocalan’s new model of governance (Ocalan, 2016, p.29). These
schools will also explain the existing structures of societies and their codes
in this century by considering the historical developments with regard to the
modern society (Ocalan, 2016). Ocalan (2016, p.29) believes that through
these schools, the new society will internalize freedom and equality and will
be respectful towards differences within the public sphere as well as the
moral and political life of society.

Transformation of societies through education is a theoretical part of
the creation of the argued active citizens. For the practical part, the active
participation in a policymaking process plays a crucial role. However,
Ocalan’s envisaged active citizens do not only participate in policymaking
processes but they also need to defend their nation, society and system
actively in the context of self-defense. This is because Ocalan (2011, pp.28-
29) believes that self-defence is a necessary mechanism to protect identities,
capability of democratic decision-making and political nature of Kurds
against internal and external interventions. Ocalan (2016) also argues that
self-defense is a matter of existence for the democratic nation of Ocalan. We
can infer two implicit contexts for self-defense as social and military from
the textbooks Ocalan. While social self-defense is for the protection of
identity, political awareness, right of decision-making and democratic
nation, military one considers the protection of territory and administrative
units against the perceived threats. However because of opposing to the
nation-state system, Ocalan defends that there should not be a military
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monopoly for the armed forces. Instead, the armed forces should be under
the control of democratic institutions (Ocalan, 2011, p.29).

Self-defense mechanism is not only for the men but also for the
women under this new model of governance. His explanations regarding
women give us some hints about how Ocalan’s new society or new nation
approaches to the status of women. Ocalan (2011) describes the nation-state
system as a patriarchal one, which exploits women as a cheap labor and tool
for the production of men and continuity of this patriarchal system. His new
society, on the other hand, envisages that as the “most oppressed and
suppressed segment of society”, women should have knowledge regarding
their history. Women should construct their organizations/institutions, which
will open a space for their existence and representation in each area of life
(Ocalan, 2016, p.56). Accordingly, Ocalan (2016) argues that women can
and should form their own defense forces. Consequently, the argued active
citizenship in the context of self-defense against the perceived internal or
external threats is important from two perspectives. First, it seems that
Ocalan attempts to raise ideological consciousness regarding the argued
active citizenship of his democratic nation in the context of his new model of
governance. Secondly, Ocalan prepares his followers/sympathizers for
potential external interventions of nation-states against his new model of
governance and society. While the latter appears to be developed for
protecting Ocalan’s system against nation-states, the former one aims at
creating conscious Kurds as argued active citizens in accordance with
Ocalan’s premises. In this way, Ocalan also opens a space for the argument
of equality of men and women or gender equality amongst the Kurds.

Ocalan’s new model of governance separates policy-making from
administration, which implements policies. Ocalan tries to connect his
political system and new administration with the societal structure of his new
society and nation. This is because democratic confederalism is a “political
Ocalan (2011, p.26) believes that in this type of self-administration all
groups and cultural identities under this administration can express their
voices. This system is built on confederal networks and it envisages a
participatory democracy (Ocalan, 2011). Since Ocalan (2011, p.28) is highly
critical about the nation-state system, he defends that only confederal
networks or equally strong networks can provide a basis to nation-states.
This confederal structure requires federative units and each federative units
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play a role as “germ cells of participatory democracy” (Ocalan, 2011, p.27).
Depending on the situation, these units can be combined and be associated
into new groups and confederations (Ocalan, 2011, p.27). In this way,
Ocalan (2011, p.27) argues that the system creates a “continuous democratic
process”. For decision-making, local level is the central level. Thus, even the
villages and urban neighborhoods need confederal structures (Ocalan, 2011,
p.27). Therefore, when confederal networks from local to global level
become operational, all types of “social and political groups”, “religious
minorities”, and “intellectual tendencies” will straightforwardly participate
in decision-making process to express themselves (p.26). Under this
administration the aforementioned groups/societies express their opinions
through local meetings, general conventions and local councils. Ocalan
(2011, p.26) believes that this societal structure, which reflects the principle
of peaceful coexistence with other ethnic/religious minorities, will encourage
forming different and diverse groups by advancing the political integration
of the society as a whole. This is because society in this new model of
governance is central tool of social expression and participation. In this way,
Ocalan (2011, p.26) thinks that the system will politicize society and politics
will become a daily routine. Ocalan (2016; 2011) also thinks that this new
political culture and politics help to create argued active citizens
theoretically and practically. Consequently, the argued active citizens not
only participate in policymaking process but they also actively defend their
system through the mechanism of self-defense.

Ultimately, Ocalan (2011, p.32) plans that democratic confederations
will not be restricted in one particular area. Instead, they will be
transnational structures/organizations. Such a premise opens a space for
Ocalan’s umbrella organization of KCK (Kurdistan Communities Union),
which envisages connecting Kurdish confederal networks in Trkiye, Iran,
Irag and Syria. As seen, the PKK leader Ocalan strives to form a new nation
and a model of governance/administration. Ocalan’s new ideology and its
concepts, democratic confederalism and democratic nation, which are
prepared for the PKK, have serious impacts on the PYD, the Syrian affiliate
of the PKK. According to its representatives, the PYD functions democratic
autonomy as a model of governance in northern Syria, which is guided by
the writings of Ocalan (Muslim quoted in KurdWatch, 2011). Therefore, the
next section will demonstrate how the concepts of democratic confederalism
and democratic nations are located in the official documents of the PYD and
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how the PYD functioned such a model of governance in the north and
eastern Syria as a democratic autonomy project since the summer of 2012.

3. PYD AND DEMOCRATIC CONFEDERALISM

This section concentrates on the main ideological and practical
indicators showing to what extent the PYD is an ideological continuation of
the PKK. First, the PYD was established by the Syrian remnants of the PKK
in 2003 (Gunter, 2014, p.105). Second, the PYD’s party program (2013)
states that it “considers the leader of The Democratic Communities Union of
Kurdistan [KCK] as its leader [the PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan], and
declares the People’s Congress of Kurdistan ‘KONGRA GEL’ as the
supreme legislative authority of the people of Kurdistan”. Third, those points
also indicate the organizational similarities between the PKK and the PYD.
For instance, the KCK was found in 2004 as a new coordination body of the
PKK (Akkaya & Jongerden, 2011, p.150) and all those organizations are
parts of the complicated structure of the PKK with their military wings
formed in accordance with the concept of democratic confederalism
(Jongerden & Akkaya, 2013, pp.165-66). As underlined in the previous
section, the envisaged confederal networks were designed to connect the
confederal administrations in Turkiye, Iran, Iraq and Syria. Accordingly, the
PKK in Tirkiye, the Partiya Jiyana Azad a Kurdistan/Free Life Party of
Kurdistan (PJAK) in Iran, the Partiya Careseriya Demokratik a
Kurdistan/Kurdistan Democratic Solution Party (PCDK) in Iraq and the
PYD in Syria were established to represent those ideological networking of
Ocalan’s KCK (Jongerden & Akkaya, 2013, pp.165-166). The PYD also had
a branch of KCK in charge until the summer of 2011. This branch, the KCK-
Rojava, was abolished in July 2011 (Savelsberg & Tejel, 2013, p.212). In
2005, the co-presidency of women was embraced by the PKK (Jongerden &
Akkaya, 2013, p.165) and the PYD has been implementing the co-
presidency and/or dual leadership in Syria (Kaya & Lowe, 2017). In terms of
organizational similarities, the PKK and the PYD had also guerilla
organizations. For example, the PKK has the HPG (Hezen Parastina
Gel/People’s Defense Forces) for the men, and the HRK (Hezi Rojhelati
Kurdistan/Force of Eastern Kurdistan) operates in coordination with the
PAJK (Partiya Azadiya Jin a Kurdistan/Party of Free Women in Kurdistan)
and YJA-STAR, (the Free Women’s Units) for women (Jongerden &
Akkaya, 2013, pp.165-166). Similarly, the PYD has the YPG (Yekineyen
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Parastine Gel/People’s Protection Units) for the men (Kaya and Lowe, 2017)
and the YPJ (Yekineyen Parastine Jin/Women’s Protection Units) for the
women (Gunter, 2014). Fourth, although they deny the existence of organic
ties between the PYD and the PKK, the leading figures of the PYD, Salih
Muslim (quoted in KurdWatch 2011; ANF, 2013b), and the PKK, Murat
Karayilan, (ANF, 2024a) accept that there is an ideological intimacy
between them in following and operating Ocalan’s opinions. Finally, the
leading figures of the PYD and the PKK use the same terminology by calling
the happenings in north and east Syria as a “Rojava Revolution” (Muslim
guoted in ANF, 2013b; Abdullah quoted kurdishquestion.com 2016;
Karayilan quoted in ANF, 2015a).

The Syrian conflict started through the protests against President
Bashar al-Assad in March 2011 and it brought some significant opportunities
for the Syrian Kurds, particularly for the PYD in operating concepts of
Ocalan (Demir, 2023a). The PYD had a de facto autonomous administration
through the Kurdish Freedom Movement in the early stages of the conflict. It
also opened schools and culture centers. As underlined by Salih Muslim, the
co-chair at the time, their aim was to transform the Kurdish society in
accordance with Ocalan’s argued democratic nation through “culture,
institutions, structure, organization” in towns and cities of northern Syria
(KurdWatch, 2011). With the start of the Aleppo battle between the
opposition and regime forces in July 2012, the conflict turned into a civil
war (Kusilek, 2019, pp.2-3). The Syrian government forces withdrew from
the Kurdish-populated region for the protection of central areas (Gunter,
2014). Kurdish parties filled the remaining authority and security gaps in the
region (Allsopp, 2013), and the PYD took the control because of its armed
force, the YPG (Savelsberg & Tejel, 2013). By the end of the summer of
2012, the PYD managed to gain control over the vast majority of northern
Syria including Afrin, Kobani and Amuda (Kusilek, 2019).

The PYD established an umbrella organization and a local assembly
named the People’s Council of Western Kurdistan (PCWK) with its
executive and legislative branches (Gunter, 2014). The PCWK is also a
PKK’s institution (Savelsberg & Tejel, 2013, p.191). This umbrella
organization included the Western Kurdistan Democratic Society Movement
or Tevgara Civaka Demokrat (TEV-DEM) with local and civil structures
(Kaya & Lowe, 2017), the Yekitiya Star, the Union of Families of Martyrs,
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the Education and Language Institution, and the Revolutionary Youth
Movement of Western Kurdistan (Allsopp, 2015). Those organizations
commenced operating as argued civil society associations to transform the
Kurdish society through education and strong organizational structures in
accordance with Ocalan’s concepts of democratic confederalism and
democratic nation (Knapp et al., 2016). The unofficial status of the PYD
administration in northern Syria continued until the Constitutive General
Council of the Joint Interim Administration was announced as a result of a
conference in November 2013 (KNK, 2014). Then, the PYD’s cantonal
administrations declared the acceptance of the Social Contract of Rojava in
January 2014. In the following process, especially after the formation of the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) as a result of the alliance between the PYD
and some Arab components in the region, and the establishment of councils
under the name of Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) in the Arab majority
regions, the federation system was declared in 2017 (ANHA 2024). Then in
September 2018, the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria
(AANES) was announced (ANHA 2024). Officials of this administration
generally bounded and operated Ocalan’s democratic confederalism, and
Arab members have also been forced to learn the concepts of Ocalan and his
model of governance (Knights & Wilgenburg, 2021). In December 2023, the
Social Contract of the Democratic Autonomous Administration of the North
and East Syria Region (2023) was announced (ANF, 2023c) as a redrafted
version of the Social Contract of Rojava (2014). From now, the practical
indicators of the ideological intimacy between the PYD and the PKK
(between the concepts of democratic confederalism, democratic nation and
democratic autonomy) will be addressed by quoting from the related
documents of the PYD and from the explanations of the leading figures of
the PYD and the PKK.

The first practical indicator is the PYD’s argument and
implementation of peaceful coexistence with ethnic/religious minorities that
is based on Ocalan’s idea of heterogeneous society. Ocalan (2011) argues
forming a heterogeneous society that is based on mutual recognition of
communities and peaceful coexistence with all ethnic/religious minorities as
the real and historical meaning and reflection of a society. The first
paragraph in the introduction of Social Contract of Rojava (2014) refers to
this point and harmony of other ethnic/religious groups as “Kurds, Arabs,
Assyrians, Chaldeans, Arameans, Turkmen, Armenians and Chechens,”
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(para 1, p.1). The introduction section of the new social contract (2023) also
refers to the harmony of ethnic/religious groups through the statement “We,
the daughters and sons of North and East Syria — Kurds, Arabs, Syriac
Assyrians, Turkmen, Armenians, Circassians, Chechens, Muslims,
Christians and Yazidis [...]” (para 1, p.1). The article 15 of the new contract
(2023) also underlines the consolidation of the “values of coexistence in
accordance with the principles of a democratic nation” (Article 15, para 6,
p.3). The pro-PKK/PYD activists also argue that Kurds, Yazidis, Syriacs,
Arabs, Armenians, Chaldeans, Turkmen and Chechens support this
autonomous administration and appreciate working with the PYD-affiliated
TEV-DEM movement in practice, particularly in Derik (Knapp et al., 2016).
Although Derik has been used as a strategic place in the context of the
Public Relations campaign of the PYD for advertising its model of
governance to the outside world (Demir, 2023b, pp.86-87), the main point
here is the practical indication of Ocalan’s concept of democratic
confederalism through an argued principle of peaceful coexistence with
ethnic/religious minorities by the PYD. The member of the KCK Executive
Council and the PKK Executive Committee, Murat Karayilan, also
demonstrated the PKK’s support to the PYD’s democratic autonomy project
by emphasizing Ocalan’s premise of coexistence with ethnic/religious
minorities. For Karayilan, Syria has a cosmopolitan atmosphere to operate
Ocalan’s model of governance and the capture of Tel Abyad was important
for the concepts of democratic confederalism and democratic nation:

“The liberation of Gire Spi [Tel Abyad] is [...] an important gain for
the democratic revolution of all peoples in Syria including Kurds,
Arabs and Assyrians. Rojava revolution is framed by the Democratic
Nation Perspective put forth by the Leader Apo, and its prototype can
be found in Cizir Canton. Arab people are attracted to the Democratic
Nation formula that has brought to life in Cizir Canton for the past
two years. This means there is viable ground for the formula to take
root in all across Syria.” (ANF, 2015a)

Likewise, following the capture of Raqgga from ISIS in the fall of 2017, to
show the PKK’s support in, Karayilan stated the following points in his
message:

“The great sacrifice, heroism and fraternity displayed in Raqqa
constituted a striking example for the democratic nation approach.
Kurdish, Arab and Syriac young men and women shed their blood for
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a joint cause and with this, building of a democratic and free life on
the basis of fraternity of people and mutual respect with the
perspective of the Democratic Nation has become much more
probable.” (ANF, 2017f)

The introduction of the former Social Contract (2014) continues to
express Ocalan’s viewpoint regarding the creation of a new society and
nation under this new model of governance. The free will of individuals and
communities are key elements for Ocalan’s democratic nation (Ocalan
2016). Those people would be conscious of freedom and solidarity through
the right of self-governance in addition to the coexistence with other mosaics
of this new society (Ocalan, 2016, p.21, 23). Thus, the former Social
contract (2014) expresses “spirit of reconciliation, pluralism and democratic
participation” for the creation of such a nation and it underlines the
transformation of societies as a “transitional phase from dictatorship, civil
war and destruction, to a new democratic society where civic life and social
justice are preserved” (para 3, p.1). All those points demonstrate how the
PYD located Ocalan’s ideological concepts in its official documents and also
display the PKK’s explicit support to the PYD’s autonomy project in Syria.

The second practical indicator is the PYD’s argument and
implementation of freedom of languages that is based on Ocalan’s argument
to provide freedom of using languages for all ethnic/religious minorities
through his new administration. For instance, Ocalan (2016) denies the idea
of a state and a single language/dialect to become a nation. He argues that
his model of governance perceives “different languages and dialects as a
richness” (Ocalan, 2016, p.26). The PYD’s Party Program (2013) and the
Declaration of The Political Resolution (2011), emphasize the freedom of
using other languages in relation to the principle of peaceful coexistence
with ethnic/religious minorities. Accordingly, the PYD’s Party Program
(2013) underlines that Kurdish children will be able to learn the Kurdish
language in schools. The Declaration of The Political Resolution (2011)
underscores “the use of mother tongue and education and learning in mother
tongue and publication” as a component of the collective democratic
freedom. By considering structure of the Jazira region, the Article 9 of the
former Social Contract (2014, p.2) allows the use of Kurdish, Arabic and
Syriac as official languages for teaching and learning. The article 7 of the
new Social Contract (2023, p.2), however, declares “Arabic, Kurdish, and
Syriac are official languages in the areas of the Democratic Autonomous
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Administration” within the entire north and east Syria. The article 6 of the
new contract (2023, p.2) also underlines the freedom of using the mother
tongue to organize and conduct daily affairs in the entire region. Those
practical implementations are also supported by the institutions of the PKK
as part of the argued “revolution” in north and east Syria. For instance, the
so-called education committee of the KCK celebrated the Kurdish Language
Day on 15" May 2023 by stating that “Happily, the Rojava Revolution is
leading the quest of all languages and voices to live freely in their mother
tongue as a true cultural revolution.” (ANF 2023b).

The third indicator that the PYD operates the ideas of Ocalan is the
role of education in forming a new society in Syria. As addressed in the
previous section, education plays a central role for transforming Ocalan’s
society. Ocalan (2016) argues that his model of governance will need
schools to create active citizens, and provide a substantial ground for Kurds
to become a democratic nation (p.26). Accordingly, the co-chair of the PYD
at the time, Asya Abdullah, underlined that the PYD had established special
and general public academies to teach Ocalan’s new concepts for the
members of the PYD administrations as well as societies in there. Through
those schools, the PYD aimed to provide lessons over the culture of
democracy and self-governance. Additionally, it organizes seminars, panel
discussions, public meetings to assess progress and political situation (ANF,
2012b). The Atrticle 91 of the previous Social Contract (2014, para 2-3, p.14)
refers to the importance of education in this new society by rejecting any
nationalist or chauvinistic principles. The article 98 of the new Social
Contract, on the other hand, establishes an Education and Learning Council
including the “representatives of the University Council, the Education
Authority, the Curriculum Foundation, the Language Foundation, the
Teachers Union, representatives of the teaching staff, research and study
centers, genetics committees, representatives of the communes and peoples’
councils and representatives of the Student Union” to create an education
strategy for developing the nation’s mentality over democracy (2023, para 8-
9, p.20-21).

Education is a key and theoretical part in creating Ocalan’s argued
active citizens for the concept of democratic confederalism. Therefore, the
PYD redesigned the education system in the region since the summer of
2012 (Bengio, 2020, p.363). The new textbooks for primary/secondary
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schools and universities were prepared in accordance with Ocalan’s concepts
of democratic confederalism and democratic nation (Allsopp & Wilgenburg,
2019, p.110). Additionally, the academies that function as education centers
for people of the region attempt to raise awareness concerning the self-
governance, new administration, society, and citizenship. They focus on the
subjects of self-defense, women, youth, ecology, security and/or public
order, economy, urbanization, law and justice, sociology, history, language,
literature, and diplomacy (Knapp et al, 2016, p.181). The Celadet Bedirkhan
Academy for Kurdish Language, History and Literature, established in 2013
to train Kurdish teachers and create new education system. Therefore, it is
one of the typical examples of those academies. Particularly its program for
teachers mirrors the ideological impacts of Ocalan. This is because the
Kurdish language teachers need to study “Kurdish history and literature, the
history of assimilation, pedagogy, Democratic Nation ideology and women’s
science (Jineoloji)” in accordance with the textbooks and teachings of
Ocalan (Knapp et. al, 2016, p.179).

The textbooks of primary and secondary schools in the PYD-
controlled areas include ideological instruments of the PKK leader Ocalan
(Espinosa & Ronan, 2022; Bengio, 2020; Ding, 2020). For instance, some
elementary school books include quotes from Ocalan regarding the
importance of the Kurdish nation and Kurdish language (Bengio, 2020,
p.370). Terms such as oppression, history of the Kurds’ oppression and
threats to the PYD administration are taught in these levels in accordance
with Ocalan’s writings (Espinosa & Ronan, 2022, p.7). Since 2015, four
public universities have been founded, Afrin University (2015), Rojava
University (2016), Kobane University (2017) and al-Sharq University of
Raqgqga (2021), in the north and east Syria (Rojava Information Center, 2022,
p.4). Their education is also based on Ocalan’s concepts of democratic
confederalism and democratic nation. The Rojava University, for example,
emphasizes that it is built on the “ideas of Democratic Nation, as expounded
by Kurdish philosopher and imprisoned Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
leader Abdullah Ocalan” (Rojava Information Center, 2022, p.6).
Additionally, the Faculty of Languages and Social Sciences of the Rojava
University has a Department of Jineoloji (Women’s Science), which
provides courses in accordance with Ocalan’s writings over women (Rojava
Information Center, 2022, pp.11-12).
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The fourth indicator is the implementation of the participation in the
policymaking processes and mechanism of self-defense for men and women.
While education is a theoretical part for creating the argued active citizens,
Ocalan (2011) underlines that participation in the policymaking and self-
defense are practical parts for becoming the argued active citizens in his new
model of governance. Therefore, the term self-defense becomes the essential
part of Ocalan’s argued democratic nation and model of governance to
protect “identity”, “political awareness”, “‘democratization” and “right of
self-governance” (Ocalan, 2016, p.32; 2011, p.28-29). Ocalan (2016)
defends militarist consciousness to protect his model of governance against
potential threats, particularly against neighboring nation-states, Syria, Iraq,
Iran and Turkiye. Accordingly, the YPG, as the transformed version of the
People’s Youth Units (YXG), became the main defense unit for the PYD’s
administration and its society in the summer of 2012 (Knapp et. al., 2016).
The article 15 of the former Social Contract (2014, para 3, p.3) authorizes
the YPG as the only military force for the defense of cantons against the
internal and external threats. Since its establishment, the YPG has been
operating Ocalan’s premise of self-defense to defend the PYD
administrations against the nation-states, such as Syria, lraq, Iran and
Tirkiye (Ocalan, 2016). However, starting from the summer of 2013, the
YPG argues that it began defending the Kurdish autonomy against the
Islamist groups such as some elements of the Free Syrian Army (FSA) until
the Kobane siege (Al-Tamimi, 2013) and against ISIS since then (Knapp et
al., 2016). While the previous social contract (2014) emphasized the YPG as
the only military force for the self-defense of this model of governance,
interestingly, there is no mention of the YPG in the new social contract
(2023). The article 111 underlines the Community Protection Forces, Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF), Women’s Protection Units (YPJ) and Internal
Security Forces (Asayish) as self-defense mechanisms for this
administration. Although the new social contract does not mention, the SDF
consists of the YPG, YPJ and some Arab forces in the region (Barfi, 2016).
Accordingly, the Arab members need to learn Ocalan’s teachings,
particularly the concept of democratic confederalism before joining the SDF
(Knights and Wilgenburg, 2021). Those aforementioned points are also
closely related to the PKK’s concept of revolution since Murat Karayilan
expressed that it requires an organized society, guerrillas as an organized
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defense units and self-defense of the combination of civilians and military
organized within this society (ANF, 2022b).

Ocalan (2016) underlines the necessity of the right of self-defense for
women. In this regard, the YPJ (Women’s Protection Units/Yekineyen
Parastina Jin) was founded in April 2013 (Knapp et al., 2016). The Social
Contract of Rojava (2014) did not refer to women’s defense units. However,
the article 111 of the new social contract (2023) demonstrates the YPJ as one
of the self-defense units of the administration in north and eastern Syria by
emphasizing that they are legitimate forces and autonomously organized
within the SDF. The new contract also indicates the role of women in the
internal security forces, Asayish, by differing from the previous one.
Accordingly, the fifth indicator is the PYD’s implementation of Ocalan’s
opinions regarding women in the region. Ocalan (2011) has an argument of
liberating women from the perspective of nation-state and creating an
environment for them to become argued active citizens. The former Social
Contract (2014, para 8, p.4, Article 27) emphasized that women have a right
to participate in political, social, economic and cultural life and “men and
women are equal in the eyes of the law” (2014, para 9, p.4 Article 28).
Accordingly, there are women organizations working with the TEV-DEM
with an argument of having more conscious women over this new society,
system and argued active citizenship in decision-making processes. The
Kongreya Star, the Women’s Education and Research Centers, the Young
Women’s Movement, the Syrian Women’s Association, the Syriac Women’s
Association, the Kurdish Women’s Press Association, and the Foundation of
Free Women in Rojava are some of them (Knap et al., 2016). There are also
women councils in the districts of Arab neighborhoods and villages where
the large Kurdish population lives. Women in these institutions have some
activities such as reading books, discussing topics, doing some educational
work, particularly the political education as a crucial part of the new system
and society. They also publish newspapers and have some courses like using
computer, learning language, sewing, the first aid, children’s health, culture
and art (Knapp et. al, 2016).

The new social contract (2023, para 5, p.1) also puts forward the
women as a “fundamental pillar” of the new system. Compared to the
previous one, the new social contract has more mention of women in
accordance with the writings of Ocalan. The article 25 guarantees freedom
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and rights of women in society and underscores gender equality (Social
Contract 2023, para 7, p.4). While the article 50 stands any types of violence
against women and sees them as a crime (para 10, p.6), the article 51
underlines women’s right of equal participation in all areas of life as well as
in the mechanisms of decision-making regarding their lives (para 11, p.6).
The aforementioned implementations of women are also located in the new
social contract. For instance, article 110 of the new contract (2023)
underscores the establishment of the Women’s Council of North and East
Syria that organizes and educates women and works to build confederal
system for women in the region (para 8-18, p.24). Similarly, the article 117
provides a basis to found Women’s Social Justice Council (para 5-7, p.29).
The PKK also supports those implementations of the PYD. The Executive
Committee member of the PKK, Murat Karayilan underscored that “Rojava
Revolution” indicated the leading role of women that had brought a change
in the region (ANF, 2015b). The PKK and the PYD’s leading figures also
called the happenings in north and east Syria as a “revolution” led by women
(ANF, 2012a).

The sixth indicator was the PYD’s implementation of the dual
leadership. As emphasized by Ocalan (2016; 2011), his new administration
is based on the dual leadership, which provides women a role to play.
Accordingly, the previous social contract expressed that the Legislative
Assembly (Social Contract 2014, para 2, p.7, Article 47) and the entire
bodies of the Judicial Council (Social Contract 2014, para 6, p.10, Article
65) should be consisted of at least 40 % of either sex. Particularly within the
section of general rules, the Article 870f the former contract reiterated that
all bodies of this administration should consist of at least 40 % of either sex
(Social Contract 2014, para 8, p.13). The new contract (2023), on the other
hand, specifically emphasizes the “system of co-chair-ship” (article 24, para
6, p.4) and increases the portion of representation of women to 50 % in all
councils of the region (article 78, para 7, p.10) and in the People’s Council
of North and East Syria (article 91, para 14-15, pp.16-17). Such a dual
leadership covers all the administrative and military units of the region. For
instance, there were the YPJ in parallel to the YPG. In the context of the
Syrian civil war, the PYD used mechanism of self-defense against jihadist
groups as external threats, particularly against ISIS since the Kobane siege.
In this regard, efforts of women militias against ISIS captured the attention
among the Western audiences (Enzinna, 2015; Albayrak & Corker, 2014).
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The SDF also implemented such a dual leadership. Its inner circle, named
the General Command, is consisted of co-chairs of the military units,
Mazlum Kobane Abdi as a YPG commander and Newroz Ahmed as a YPJ
commander (Knights & Wilgenburg, 2021, p.119). Additionally, the
Women’s Councils in north and east Syria represent the dual leadership in
the administrative bodies. Points regarding the dual leadership of Ocalan can
also be seen in institutions for education. Some elementary school books in
the region specifically focus on theoretical and practical aspects of dual
leadership. For each class, male and female chairs/presidents are elected and
teachers encourage girls and boys to share their leadership positions (Bengio,
2020, p.371). Universities of the region have also councils to organize
students and operate Ocalan’s concept of democratic conferderalism by
having co-chair system in their university councils in compatible with
Ocalan’s ideological aspect (Rojava Information Center, 2022, p.7).

The seventh indicator of how PYD operates the ideas of the PKK and
Ocalan in Syria is regarding the organizational scheme of the PYD cantons
that is entirely based on Ocalan’s concept of democratic confederalism. The
articles between 4 and 12 in the former Social Contract (2014) described the
administrative structure of the PYD cantons. Sticking to self-governance and
confederal networking of Ocalan, the governance consists of the Legislative
Assembly, Executive Councils, Municipal/Provincial Councils, High
Commissions of Elections and Supreme Constitutional Courts (Social
Contrat 2014, para 2, p.2, Article, 4). The former contract did not explicitly
separate policymaking and administration as underscored by Ocalan.
However, the Legislative Assembly (Social Contract 2014, pp.6-7, Articles
45 - 53) acts like a body for policymaking, and the Executive Council
(Social Contract 2014, p.9, Articles 55 - 61) and the Municipal/Provincial
Councils (Social Contract 2014, para 1, p.10, Article 62) are responsible for
administration. There are 22 bodies under the Executive Council, which
regulate different functions like foreign affairs, defense, education, economy
and social affairs (Social Contract 2014, para 8, pp.14-15, Article 95).
Qamishli, Afrin and Kobane are administrative centers for Jazira, Afrin and
Kobane cantons respectively as expressed by the Article 5 of the Social
Contract (2014, para 3, p.2). The article 54 led canton governors to be
responsible as other administrators (Social Contract 2014, para 2, pp.8-9).
Similar to Ocalan’s principle, the Article 7 established confederal networks
in all “cities, towns and villages in Syria” (Social Contract 2014, para 5,
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p.2). Article 8 underlined that whole “Cantons in the Autonomous Regions
are founded upon the principle of local self-government. Cantons may freely
elect their representative and representative bodies [...]” (Social Contract
2014, para 6, p.2). Additionally, cantons may have “their own flag, emblems
and anthem” (Social Contract 2014, para 9, p2, Article 11). However, they
cannot “interfere in the domestic affairs of other countries” (Social Contract
2014, para 8, p.2, Article 10).

By differing from the previous one, the new contract (2023)
emphasizes that ANNES is based on the principles of democratic
confederalism (Preamble, para 6, p.1) and democratic modernity (Article 3,
para 3, p.2) that are concepts of the PKK leader Ocalan. The new contract
(2023) also keeps the status of cantonal administration (Article 11, para 2,
p.2) and village, neighborhood, town, city and cantons are kept as main
administrative units (Article 47, para 6, p.6). However, the new social
contract (2023) extends the organizations of those administrative units and
details their tasks. In this regard, communes (Articles 75-76) and people’s
councils (Articles 77-79), neighborhood councils (Articles 80-81), town
councils (Articles 82 — 83), city councils (Articles 84-87), people’s council
in cantons (Articles 88-90), people’s democratic council in north and east
Syria (Articles 91 — 96) are established. Additionally, the new contract
(2023) concretizes other operating units in the region such as Education and
Learning Council (Article 98), Council of Culture and Enlightenment
(Article 99), Council of Families of Martyrs, Wounded, and Prisoners of
War (Article 100), Environment Council (Article 101), Council for Social
Affairs and Workers (Article 102), Law Council (Article 103), Health
Council (Article 104), Council of Economy and Agriculture (Article 105),
Council on Foreign Relations (Article 106), Council of Religions and Beliefs
(Article 107), Youth Council (Article 108) and Women’s Council of North
and East Syria (Article 110), and Women’ Social Justice Council (Article
117).

In practice, the commune consists of up to 200 households in a street
and/or in a village (Knapp et al., 2016, p.87). People meet each month or in
two months to discuss their priorities and participate in the policymaking
process. The neighborhood covers seven to thirty communes. In the
countryside, village community composes of seven to ten villages. The
coordinating board represents the communes (Knapp et al., 2016, p.87). The
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district includes a city and villages between seven to twenty villages as well
as the coordinating boards of neighborhood and communes. The district’s
coordinating body is the TEV-DEM. Movements, political organizations or
parties, NGOs participate in the council system to ensure the broader
representation (Knapp et al., 2016). At the top, there is the PCWK that
consists of district councils. In addition to them, each body has commissions
named as eight areas. These areas are women, defense, economics, politics
civil society, free society, justice and ideology (Knapp et al., 2016). All
those administrative units, as shown above, were extended to the Arab
majority areas following the establishment of the SDF and MSD (Syrian
Democratic Council) (Kusilek, 2019) and they were concretized by the
Social Contract (2023) of the Democratic Autonomous Administration of the
North and East Syria Region.

The impacts of Ocalan can also be seen in the institutions in education
that function as bodies preparing people for the future of the PYD
administration. Classes in the primary and secondary schools are organized
in accordance with Ocalan’s concepts through textbooks (Bengio, 2020,
pp.371-72). Student meetings provide chances for students to bring and
share their ideas/critiques with their peers and also to convey such
ideas/critiques to school administration. Through weekly meetings between
school administrators and students elected by their classes, students operates
Ocalan’s concept of democratic confederalism (Espinosa & Ronan, 2022,
p.13). Similarly, universities in the region operate such administrative
principles to prepare new members for the future of this administration. In
this regard, student councils and committees consist of men and women for
the organizational skills of students. In universities, departments have their
student councils, and the representatives of students (from bottom to up)
regularly meet the academics. Such councils also organize meetings,
discussions to lead the students participate in the decision-making process
according to the concepts of Ocalan as potential active citizens (Rojava
Information Center, 2022, p.7).

As shown above, the PKK supports the PYD since it puts Ocalan’s
ideas into practice in north and east Syria through an experiment of
governance as underlined by the leading PKK figure Murat Karayilan (ANF
2017h). Such a support can be seen through following examples. During the
ISIS’ siege of Kobane, the KCK Executive Council, the PKK’s Executive
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Committee member Murat Karayilan and the Kurdistan People’s Initiative
attempted to mobilize Kurds in Tirkiye to go to the border of Kobane for
supporting the ones in northern Syria (ANF, 2014a). Karayilan also stated
that the PKK militias had gone and supported the YPG in Kobane during the
siege through which they managed to prevent its fall to ISIS (ANF, 2017e).
Similarly, when the YPJ militia, Arin Mirkan, sacrificed herself not to be a
prisoner of ISIS and killed ISIS members in the fall of 2015, Karayilan had
praised her effort as an exemplary achievement for resistance (ANF, 2015d).
During the Turkiye’s Operation Olive Branch in Afrin, the leading figures of
the KCK, Murat Karayilan (ANF, 2018b) and Cemil Bayik (ANF, 2018c)
declared their support to the PYD there. While Karayilan tried to mobilize
ethnic/religious minorities in the region (ANF, 2018b), Bayik (ANF, 2018c)
underscored that such an operation took place since Ocalan’s ideas were put
into practice there which requires a strong resistance. Another interesting
point is that the support and the solidarity of the PYD Cantons with the
PKK. In November 2018, the US embassy in Ankara announced a bounty on
helping the capture of three leading figures of the PKK Murat Karayilan,
Cemil Bayik and Duran Kalkan (Anadolu Agency, 2018). The Council of
Martyrs’ Families in north and east Syria, a body in PCWK, organized a
demonstration to protest this US decision (ANF, 2018d). Similar protests
were organized in Kobane (ANF, 2018e), Qamishlo (ANF, 2018f) and Ayn
Isa (ANF, 2018g). Similarly, when the Kurdistan National Congress (KNK)
held its meeting in Brussels, the PYD representative Serwan Hesen
condemned the US decision over three leading figures of the PKK (ANF,
2018h). The US embassy in Ankara renewed its decision over the bounty on
those leading figures of the PKK (Anadolu Agency, 2021). Following this
decision, the members of the Emergency Committee for Rojava, consisting
of the President Meredith Tax, the Secretary Debbie Bookchin and
Executive Director, Ozlem Goner wrote a letter to the US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken to revoke this decision (ANF 2021a). This letter had a
characteristic to show the PKK’s influence on and support to the SDF which
says “the Kurdish fighters, including military leaders trained by the PKK,
were key to the SDF’s struggle against ISIS” (ANF, 2021a). Additionally,
since July 2012 the PYD representatives have been lobbying in the Western
countries to receive political support by emphasizing Ocalan’s principles of
“peaceful coexistence with other minority groups”, “linguistic freedom for
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people”, “gender equality” and “grassroots democracy” and by arguing their
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model of governance would be a role model for the entire Middle East.r All
those points not only indicate the ideological intimacy between the PKK and
the PYD but also their support to one another when they perceive it is
necessary.

4. CONCLUSION

The article has attempted to answer the questions to what extent the
PYD can be assessed as an ideological continuation of the PKK and what the
main ideological and practical indicators are for assessing the PYD as an
ideological continuation of the PKK. In addition to organizational
similarities and discursive manners on calling the developments in Syria as a
“revolution”, findings of this article demonstrate that there are seven
practical indicators showing that the PYD is an ideological continuation of
the PKK. They are the PYD’s implementations in Syria such as peaceful
coexistence with ethnic/religious minorities, freedom of languages, role of
education through academies, culture and language centers to shape the
society, the participation in the policy-making processes and in mechanism
of self-defense for men and women, status of women in the society, dual
leadership and organizational units and their schemes in north and east Syria
that is based on Ocalan’s organizational scheme. Those ideological points
had been located in the official documents of the PYD such as its party
program (2013), and in the official documents of the cantonal
administrations in the region like the Social Contract of Rojava (2014) and
the Social Contract of the Democratic Autonomous Administration of the
North and East Syria Region (2023). Those concepts had been operated by
the PYD leadership in the areas that are controlled by the PYD and affiliated
organizations, especially under the name of democratic autonomy in
accordance with the PKK leader Ocalan’s concepts of democratic
confederalism and democratic nation. Accordingly, the findings of the article
provide that the PYD established political bodies, divergent movements,
schools, academies, universities or local teaching centers to teach Ocalan’s
concepts even in the Arab majority areas depending on the ongoing
developments in the context of the Syrian civil war.

! For more details, see Demir, T. (2023). Syrian Kurds, The Democratic Union Party (PYD), and The
Strategic Framing of The Civil War: Selling The New Model of Governance, Lexington Books: Lanham
Maryland, pp.81-89.
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The findings of this article to, a certain extent, support the idea that
the PYD operates something that the PKK has never experienced before,
which is a governance on a territory by putting Ocalan’s ideas in practice
(Kaya & Lowe, 2017). Because of such an experiment, the leading figures of
the PKK such as Murat Karayilan and Cemil Bayik supported the PYD’s
model of governance through their explanations and/or through the actions
of the divergent bodies of the PKK. The PKK’s support to the PYD and its
model of governance had been seen during the following events; the ISIS’
siege of Kobane (2014-2015), Turkiye’s Operation Olive Branch (2018), and
Operation Peace Spring (2019) in a discursive manner or through human
resources and mobilization of the PKK militias and/or sympathizers in other
Kurdish-populated countries. However, interestingly and distinctively,
findings of this article show that the representatives/officials of the PYD and
people living in the cities under the control of the PYD including some in the
Arab majority areas supported the PKK and its leading figures. This was
especially a case when the protests were organized against the US decision
on putting the bounty on the capture of three leading figures of the PKK,
Murat Karayilan, Cemil Bayik and Duran Kalkan in November 2018 and
April 2021. Through such findings, this research demonstrates the PYD’s
support to the PKK, and the PYD and its officials’ solidarity with the PKK
and its leading cadres.

When it comes to the question raised at the beginning, to what extent
the PYD is an ideological continuation of the PKK, findings of this article
explicitly indicate that the PYD puts Abdullah Ocalan’s ideological
concepts, democratic confederalism and democratic nation into practice in
north and east Syria under the names of democratic autonomy or self-
governance. It is quite clear that the PYD’s concept of democratic autonomy
or its democratic autonomy project is an ideological continuation and a
practical implementation of the PKK’s democratic confederalism and
democratic nation. By providing a detailed analysis and comparison between
the ideological concepts of the PYD and the PKK, the paper has developed
an alternative academic perspective to the debates over the relationship
between the PYD and the PKK. Such a perspective would also be helpful to
address the debates around the shared links and human resources of the PYD
and the PKK in the context of terrorism by providing an ideological ground.
Such an ideological analysis also indicates that even the PYD operates in
Syria and that it can be accepted as a Syrian organization by some experts
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(Kaya & Lowe, 2017; Paasche, 2015), The PYD is bound and loyal to the
complex organizational structures of the PKK that was formed as a result of
the ideological changes in the PKK within the 2000s. Although the PYD has
to act like a Syrian organization due to the needs for legitimacy among the
Syrian Kurds and an international support (Kaya & Lowe, 2017), this paper
demonstrates that the PYD follows the ideological concepts of the PKK
through different names and supports the PKK cadres. Right now, because of
the pragmatic and/or conjectural necessities, especially due to the threat of
ISIS, Western scholars might not focus on more specific ideological details
between the PYD and the PKK. However, when the threat of ISIS disappears
and the pragmatic need for the PYD because of the YPG will not be needed
anymore, an ideological relationship between the PYD and the PKK would
become more significant particularly for the debates over terrorism. In this
regard, this paper has a potential to be a point of reference even to those
studies since it scrutinizes ideological similarities/aspects and more
importantly the daily and/or routine implication of those ideological
aspects/similarities. Additionally, following the establishment of bodies such
as the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and Syrian Democratic Council
(SDC) in the fall of 2015, the PKK’s model of governance had been
extended to the Arab majority areas. Therefore, there is a need for further
research analyzing how the PKK’s model of governance managed to find a
chance to be implemented in the Arab majority areas and what were the
main factors behind accepting such a model of governance by people in
those areas.
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ABSTRACT

Although the military security dimension of Tirkiye-Israel relations was crowned with an
agreement especially in the 1990s, intelligence cooperation from the second half of the 1950s
until these years gave bilateral relations a special and strategic character. By considering in
this context, the PKK has become an increasingly important topic in the security and
intelligence aspects of Tirkiye-Israel relations. The data obtained by Israel as a result of its
occupation of the southern regions of Lebanon in 1982 and the operations carried out on the
training camps there, are considered an important turning point in bilateral relations. There is
a strong belief that Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the PKK terrorist organization, who was
finally captured in Kenya after a long chase in the late 1990s, was also caught with the
contributions of MOSSAD. On the other hand, since there are strong suspicions that Israel is
in parallel with the policy of an “independent Kurdish state”, may also support the PKK
terrorist organization. In this study?, considering that Turkiye-Israel relations have developed
mostly on the basis of the security sector, Israel’s position towards the PKK terrorist
organization will be discussed from a historical perspective.

Keywords: Turkiye, Israel, Middle East, Security, Intelligence, Terrorism, PKK

TURKIYE’NIN PKK TERORIZMiYLE MUCADELESINDE
ISRAIL’IN KONUMU

OZET

Turkiye-Israil iliskilerinin askeri giivenlik boyutu, 6zellikle 1990’11 yillarda bir anlasmayla
taglanmis olmasina ragmen, 1950°li yillarin ikinci yarisindan bu yillara kadar istihbari
isbirligi ikili iligkilere 0©zel ve stratejik bir nitelik kazandirmistir. Bu ¢ergevede
diisiiniildiigiinde, 1980°1i yillarin ilk yarisinda terdr eylemlerine baslayan PKK, Tiirkiye-Israil
iligkilerinin giivenlik ve istihbarat boyutunda giderek 6nem arz eden bir baslik hiiviyeti
kazanmustir. Israil’in 1982°de Liibnan’m giiney bolgelerini isgal etmesi ve burada bulunan
egitim kamplara diizenledigi operasyonlar neticesinde elde ettigi veriler, ikili iliskilerde
o6nemli bir déniim noktas: olarak kabul edilir. Sonralar1 1990’11 yillarin sonlarinda uzun bir
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kovalamacanin ardindan nihayet Kenya’da yakalanan PKK terdr drgutinun lideri Abdullah
Ocalan’m da MOSSAD’m katkilaryla yakalandigina yonelik giiclii bir inang vardir. Bir
yandan da bu mantiksal 6rgiiniin aksine, Israil’in “bagimsiz bir Kiirt devleti” siyasetiyle
paralellik arz ettigine yonelik giiclii siipheler bulundugundan, PKK terdr orgiitiine yonelik
destek verdigi de 6zellikle kriz anlarinda Tiirk medyasinda siklikla giindeme gelen bir konu
bashigidir. Bu caligmada, Tiirkiye-israil iliskilerinin ekseriyetle giivenlik sektérii temelinde
serpildigi goz 6niinde bulunduruldugunda, PKK terér orgiitiine yonelik Israil’in konumu
tarihsel bir perspektiften ele alinacaktir. Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye-Israil iligkilerinin inis ve
cikiglaryla irtibat kurulmaya calisilacak ve Tirkiye’nin PKK terérizmiyle micadelesinde
Israil’in konumunu bu minval {izere anlamlandirma ¢abasina girisilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Israil, Ortadogu, Giivenlik, Istihbarat, Terorizm, PKK

INTRODUCTION

It is known that the threat of terrorism in international politics does
not arise solely as a result of unique and local conditions. In this context,
terrorism is often considered as a weapon that states use against each other in
international politics. In an international political arena where the possibility
of interstate war is minimized due to the high costs it will entail, states can
support terrorism in order to wear down the states they perceive as rivals or
enemies, to detect security weaknesses or to divert the focus of their foreign
and security policies. Considering that terrorism does not have a universal
definition, states that fight against terrorism can often become isolated.

There is a similar example in Tirkiye’s fight against terrorism. A
close look at the ethnic-based terrorist organizations that directly target
Tirkiye reveals the dimensions of this isolation. The weakness of
international reactions to the terrorist acts carried out by ASALA (Armenian
Secret Army for the Liberation of Armenia) and PKK (Kurdistan Workers’
Party) terrorist organizations in the 1970s and the following years, and
moreover, the fact that the covert support given to these terrorist
organizations often became overt, played an important role in the evolution
of Turkish security thought. The fight against terrorism, which is carried out
in isolation, has a content that explains the development of Tirkiye-Israel
relations, especially in the security sector, which emerged in the 1990s.

Within this framework, Turkiye’s security policies, alliances and fight
against terrorism were chosen as the main topic of this study and the
research was divided into subheadings accordingly. In particular, Tirkiye’s
fight against PKK terrorism and its relations with Israel within the scope of
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this fight represent a research question that the study essentially aims to
answer. This study questions Israel’s position in Tirkiye’s fight against PKK
terrorism; It aims to produce an original text about the fight against
terrorism, alliance policies, national security approaches and Turkiye-Israel
relations.

1. THE EVOLUTION OF TURKISH SECURITY THOUGHT

Tirkiye has had a security agenda for many decades, facing various
forms of terrorism. Especially since the late 1970s and 1980s, it has been the
target of some ethnic-based terrorist organizations for various reasons and
has developed security paradigms accordingly. It was during the mentioned
decades that the Turkish security strategy became acquainted with PKK
terrorism and began to produce corresponding responses.

The PKK terrorist organization, which carried out its first major
terrorist attack in 1984, has gradually shaped Turkish security thinking since
then. Until the 1980s, Turkish security thought, which focused on macro-
scale security problems within a bipolar world order imposed by the Cold
War universe, perceived the expansionism of communism as the main
danger, adhering to the jointly constructed agenda of the Western security
organizations it was involved in, and transformed almost the entire security
paradigm into this (Oguzlu, 2015, p.230).

It should also be noted that the intra-NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) tension with Greece closely concerns Turkish security
thinking. This threat perception, which reached its peak with the Cyprus
Peace Operation in 1974, had a quality that shaped bilateral relations and
security perceptions in general. In this context, on the Turkish side, the
security structure was revised and an army structure independent of NATO
was established to address possible military tensions in the Aegean Sea. On
the Greek side, the need to leave NATO’s military wing was felt and
Tiirkiye was placed at the top of threat assessments (Kiyang, 2020, p.22).
The aforementioned threat perceptions, including the possibility of interstate
war, dominated the following decades as the main determinant of Turkiye-
Greece relations.

As a result of this understanding of security, which focuses more on
the possibility of an interstate war, becoming established, Tirkiye was
caught relatively unprepared for the terrorism threat encountered in the
1980s in the meaning of the methods of struggle, especially the Turkish
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Armed Forces (TAF) dominated the process. In the following years, units
and troops suitable for unconventional warfare were formed, and the
members of the Turkish security apparatus were reshaped in this manner. In
addition, police teams specially trained for the fight against terrorism in the
police force have been at the forefront of Turkiye’s fight against PKK
terrorism.

The difficulties encountered in the fight against terrorism as a security
threat in the 1990s, together with the rise of regional threats, made the
evolution of Turkish security thought a necessity. In this context, the threat
panorama presented jointly by regional threats at the state level and terrorist
organizations as non-state actors has brought about new initiatives in both
foreign policy and national security thinking on ways to combat all of these
threats. In this context, in addition to the state-level threat perceived from
Syria and Greece, the rise of PKK terrorism has led to the emergence of a
security idea centralized by the “2.5 War” concept formulated by retired
ambassador Siikrii Elekdag in 1994 (Bila, 1999).

In the following years, the fight against PKK terrorism increased
periodically, decreased relatively with the capture of the leader of the
terrorist organization in 1999, and eventually, with the power vacuum
created in the north of the country with the US invasion of Iraq, terrorist acts
increased and caused Turkiye’s fight against terrorism to accelerate again.
However, especially since the 2000s, Turkish security thought has mostly
developed within the framework of the fight against terrorism. Although the
tensions experienced in the Eastern Mediterranean region in the 2010s
strongly reintroduced the possibility of interstate war into security thinking,
the fight against terrorism was one of the main agenda items of this process.

Within the scope of this part of the study, the evolution of Turkish
security thought in the post-Cold War period is examined and the sources of
the necessary intellectual/practical transformation, especially when the fight
against terrorism comes into play as a major agenda item, are outlined. In the
next subheading, Israel’s policies towards the region and the relations of
these policies with the Kurds will be evaluated.

2. ISRAEL’S PERIPHERY STRATEGY AND THE KURDS

There are very strong opinions in the Turkish public and political
circles that Israel has contributed to the development of terrorist
organizations, especially the PKK terrorist organization, as a result of its
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regional strategies and policies that can be traced back almost to its founding
years (Milliyet, 2012). When considered in this context, Israel looks at the
region through different lenses and follows different policies towards the
Kurdish population concentrated in the northern regions of Iraq and Syria.
This strategic/political divergence represents one of the most significant
crossroads in Turkiye-Israel relations.

Israel’s interest in the region has developed particularly within the
framework of an approach called periphery strategy.! Accordingly, Israel has
been surrounded by hostile Arab states since its founding. The only way to
overcome this existential security concern requires establishing strategic
relations in various ways with non-Arab states or ethnic communities located
on the periphery of the region, according to the relevant periphery strategy
(Bengio, 2004, p.34). In this regard, Israel, in the second half of the 1950s,
maintains a quadripartite relationship consisting of Turkiye, Iran and
Ethiopia, especially on the basis of intelligence sharing.

On similar dates, in the first half of the 1960s, it came into contact
with the Kurdish communities mobilizing in the north of Irag (Bengio,
2014). Within the scope of this contact, it was aimed to weaken the Arab
nationalist Ba’ath ideology, which was accepted as a major threat to Israeli
security thought. In this process, Iran, in particular, offers serious
opportunities to Israel. However, the Algiers Agreement signed in 1975 not
only froze the hostility between Iran and Irag, but also cut off Israel’s
contact with the Kurdish tribes in the region through Iran (izzeti, 2006,
pp.38-39).

The relationship type described above has manifested itself as a
reflection of the policies that Israel has designed as an periphery strategy.
The strategy, which was activated for many decades with the aim of
breaking the dam of the Arab countries and, moreover, surrounding these
countries through the external perimeter, also changed its focus with the
revolution process that developed in Iran in 1979. In this context, the
elements of Israel’s periphery strategy have been functionalized in order to
limit Iran’s regional influence and design possible military/intelligence
operations against Iran.

1 For the most current studies in the literature examining the relevance of Israel's regional policies to the
Kurds, one should look at the works of Bengio (2021), Bishku (2018) and Ahram (2024).
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Especially during the US invasion of Irag (2003) and the subsequent
period, Israel re-established a strong relationship with the Kurdish
communities in the north due to the possibility of Iran establishing influence
in Irag (Bengio, 2014). In this context, according to the Israeli strategy, the
Kurdish communities in the north of the country will prevent Iran from
gaining full influence over Irag and, moreover, will serve as an important
pillar of possible military/intelligence operations against Iran.

The rise of DAESH (Islamic State of Irag and the Levant), which is
considered a radical Islamist terrorist organization in the region in 2014,
should be noted as another development that brings both Iraqgi and Syrian
Kurds to the fore. In this process, the PYD-YPG (Democratic Union Party-
People’s Defence Units) terrorist organization, which stands out especially
among the Kurdish communities in the north of Syria, has entered the
agenda of Turkish security thought, as it is an organic extension of the PKK
terrorist organization. Elements of the PYD-YPG terrorist organization,
which were armed and trained with the aim of breaking and reducing the
influence of DAESH in the region, were equipped with heavy weapons and
subjected to intensive training by the US (United States), despite its NATO
ally Tlrkiye’s persistent objections (TRT Haber, 2023). The US’s choice of
a terrorist organization over Tirkiye in the fight can be seen as one of the
concrete indicators that NATO allies have come to a clear crossroads. In
parallel with these developments, Israel did not see any harm in providing
intense support to terrorist elements in the region.

In the following years, regional politics became even more heated, and
the independence referendum held by the Kurdish communities in northern
Irag in 2017 revealed Israel’s regional strategy in the clearest way possible
in terms of its political/rhetorical reactions. The only state that publicly
supported the outcome of the referendum was Israel. This political support,
voiced directly by Prime Minister Netanyahu, has dragged the potential path
towards the establishment of an independent Kurdish state in the north of
Irag into an even more complicated situation (Anadolu Agency, 2017). In a
process that even the US could not openly support, the independence
referendum of the Iragi Kurds has also revealed the regional strategy of
Israel in all its nakedness, the only supporter. In this context, it has been
publicly confirmed that a potential Kurdish state will serve the Israeli
strategy, and this situation has been carefully noted by the countries in the
region, especially Turkiye.
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3. ISRAEL’S POSITION IN TURKIYE’S FIGHT AGAINST PKK
TERRORISM

The ups and downs of Tirkiye-Israel relations are like a code of
conduct that has dominated almost all periods of bilateral relations. These
ups and downs emerged as reactions to Israel’s policies within the scope of
the Palestine Problem, rather than concerns about its regional strategies.
Israel’s expansionist profile and its efforts to establish a permanent regime in
the lands it occupied as a result of the Six-Day War in 1967, caused the
Turkish side to take a position by taking into account both the acts contrary
to international law and the reactions of the Arabs. In this context, the up-
and-down relationship style mentioned above has become a kind of
dominant behavioral code.

When Turkiye-Israel bilateral relations are viewed from a narrow
perspective, the situation becomes slightly different. It is very difficult to
claim that two countries have direct problems, conflict of interests, or have
directly become parties to any conflict. Problem areas that cause tension in
bilateral relations and often reduce the level of diplomatic representation
among the countries, generally consist of indirect topics, especially the
Palestine Problem. Contrary to popular belief, Israel’s acquisition of the
image of a “security-producing” state, with the influence of its military
successes in its region, has also influenced Turkish security elites for many
years (Bir and Sherman, 2002, pp.23-32). In this context, Israel’s Its
technological and military capabilities have been considered as a strategic
asset that should be utilized by the Turkish side.

Perhaps the only exception to these indirect problem areas was the
raid by Israeli soldiers on the Mavi Marmara ship, which was carrying aid
supplies to Gaza and containing entirely civilians, in 2010, and the Turkish
citizens who were massacred there. In this context, bilateral relations have
been severed, never to return to the golden period they reached in the 1990s.
The rupture also limited the opportunities to intervene Israel’s strategic plans
and control its regional initiatives, which have been developing against
Turkish interests since the 2010s. In this context, Israeli policies, especially
against terrorist organizations located in the north of Iraq and Syria, have
become a risk factor for Turkiye’s national interests. In any case, the
strategic moves of Israel, which is considered an important power in its
region, are an element that should not be ignored in Turkiye’s strategic
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calculations. In this context, Israel’s position in Turkiye’s fight against PKK
terrorism will be examined in the following subheadings.

3.1. The occupation of Lebanon and the opportunities provided by
Israel

Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in 1982 and some developments during
this period provide a context that Turkish security units follow closely. In
this context, Israel’s entry into the Begaa camp as a result of its military
operations and targeting the terrorist elements there have created some
advantages in favor of Turkiye.

The strengthening of leftist movements in Turkiye in the 1970s
brought about conflicts between right-wing and left-wing student groups.
Particularly left-wingers went to PLO camps due to the risk of prosecution in
Tirkiye and received armed training there in order to both “serve the
Palestinian cause” and “open the door to a potential revolution in Tiirkiye”
(Ozcan, 2005, p.28). In this context, camps in Lebanon have become a
gathering area for those escaping from Turkish security forces. These camps,
where terrorist organizations such as ASALA and PKK also operate, will
serve as an important catalyst for Turkiye-Israel relations.

The information and documents obtained by Israel in the Begaa camp
have been considered as a strong source of intelligence regarding the
activities of both ASALA and PKK terrorist organizations in this region.
There are ambiguous statements that Israel shared this information and
documents with the Turkish side. However, according to the generally
accepted understanding, Israel both shared information and documents and
ensured the participation of Turkish security units during the operations it
carried out here (Ozcan, 2005, p.41).

In fact, these developments, which took place at a time when bilateral
relations appeared quite problematic, can be seen as a continuation of the
covert cooperation between Turkiye and Israel in the field of intelligence and
therefore security. Bilateral relations, which were quite tense due to the
declaration of Jerusalem as the unified capital of Israel (1980) and the
annexation of the Golan Heights (1981), showed signs of improvement
thanks to the intelligence/security cooperation in question (Aharon, 2018,
pp.275-293). In this context, Turkiye-Israel covert normalization, which ran
parallel to the improvement of Turkish-American relations in the 1980s, will
continue to be shaped by new ups and downs in the coming years.
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3.2. Israel’s arms supply and Turkish deterrence capacity in the 1990s

In the background of the rapid development of Turkiye-Israel relations
in the 1990s, PKK terrorism, which has reached the level of one of the main
agenda items in Turkish national security, plays one of the leading roles. In
this context, the most significant factor of the post-Cold War period in terms
of Turkish foreign and security policies is that the US has caught a “unipolar
moment”.! Bilateral relations, which have been based on the NATO alliance
for many years, have also been put under pressure in this context. The fact
that the US, with its unique superpower status, adopted a more imperious
attitude at this time created critical vulnerabilities for Turkiye’s immediate
security interests. For example, the blockages in the arms trade with the US,
within the framework of a human rights-centered counter-argument, have
created periodic strategic problems in Tirkiye’s fight against PKK terrorism.
This situation has strengthened the search for alternative resources among
Turkish political and security elites (Bengio, 2004, pp.113-114).

In light of the above, Western states often block Turkiye’s fight
against PKK terrorism with a human rights-centered counter-argument. In
particular, they aimed to gain a legal basis for the de facto division in Iraq
and, if possible, to establish an independent Kurdish state in the north of the
country. In this context, the Kurds were first encouraged to establish their
own parliament in 1992 (O’Leary, 2002, p.19). The gap between the
Western strategic calculations in question and Turkiye’s security concernshit
the surface of the water forcefully during the military operations of the TAF
against the elements of the PKK terrorist organization in the region.

Within the framework mentioned above, a number of major military
operations carried out by the TAF in 1990s dealt a heavy blow to the
elements of the PKK terrorist organization located in the north of Irag.
Despite strong American/Western objections, the Commander of the Land
Forces, General Hiiseyin Kivrikoglu, carried out one of these operations
which brought about short-term tensions in Turkish-American relations.?
Especially since the geographical area free from central authority created in

1 Although this situation is called a "moment”, the American influence at the global level will continue
very strongly for almost two decades and will show signs of ending with the economic crisis of 2008 and
Russia's intervention in Georgia in the same year.

2 In fact, a short time later, the death of Colonel Vural in the tragic incident during the Toros 97 exercise
brought forward the allegations of assassination against General Kivrikoglu. It is known that Kivrikoglu
remained very distant from American policies during these dates. It is also noteworthy that Ofra Bengio
(2009, p. 159) does not mention Kivrikoglu's name among the military leadership that supports the
institutionalization of bilateral relations among Turkey and Israel in her important work.

281



Israel’s Position in Tiirkiye’s Fight with PKK Terrorism
Ceyhun CICEKCI

the north of Iraq, following the liberation of Kuwait, was hopefully designed
as an independent Kurdish state in line with American (and possibly Israeli)
plans, Turkiye’s military operations in the region were tried to be prevented.

The problems that Turkiye, as a NATO ally, has experienced in
supplying weapons from the USA have revealed one of the most significant
fractures in Turkish security thinking. The arms embargo, which developed
as a result of the bilateral crisis experienced previously due to poppy
cultivation and the Cyprus Peace Operation (1974), again led to a similar
break in perception and caused a serious tension in the bilateral relations
between NATO allies Turkiye and the US. The arms supply crisis
experienced during these dates also paved the way for the development of
the Turkish national defense industry (Demir, 2020, pp.23-25).

In the 1990s, at a time when PKK terrorism was on the rise, Turkish
security units were experiencing a serious armament problem. In light of
what has been stated above, Turkiye did not receive the expected support
from both its American and European partners, on the contrary, they
constantly created a barrier with a human rights-centered discourse in its
fight against PKK terrorism. Thus, Turkiye found the solution in improving
its relations with Israel, which does not have similar concerns. In this
context, Israel served as a kind of “lifeline” for the urgent military needs of
this period. A large number of high-tech military equipment, especially night
vision capabilities, were delivered to the Turkish authorities. In this context,
Tirkiye gained an important opportunity in the fight against PKK terrorism
(Ozcan, 2005, p.61).

As reflected in the Susurluk Report, Turkish security units entered
into a conditional arms exchange with Israel, prioritizing the capture and
delivery of Ocalan, the leader of the PKK terrorist organization. Considering
the statements of the then Chief of Police, Mehmet Agar, it can be said that
the arms exchange in question also included the capture and delivery of the
leader of the PKK terrorist organization (Ozcan, 2005, p.55). However, the
process was disrupted and the leader of the terrorist organization was not
caught.

Ultimately, the development trend of Turkish-Israeli relations in the
1990s owed primarily to the detente of Israeli-Arab relations, which had
softened with the steps taken in the Palestine Question. In this period when
the American power emerged as the sole superpower, Turkiye-Israel
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relations were considered the main elements of a regional system supported
by the US. When looked at in terms of the distinct threat perceptions
experienced by Turkish security thought at that time, it can be claimed that
the move was aimed atbalancing the danger posed by Greece, Syria and the
PKK terrorist organization by improving Turkiye-Israel relations(Bengio,
2004, pp.82-83). When examined in this context, In addition to providing
weapons and intelligence support in the fight against PKK terrorism,
Turkiye-lIsrael relations also aimed to pacify regional threat sources at the
state level. The capture of the leader of the PKK terrorist organization in
Kenya in the late 1990s and his delivery to Tlrkiye appears to be a result of
the aforementioned equation.

3.3. Capture of the Leader of the Terrorist Organization

Intelligence sharing in the fight against PKK terrorism, which
constitutes an important pillar of Turkish-Israeli relations, came to the fore
again, especially during the capture and delivery of PKK terrorist
organization leader Ocalan to Tiirkiye at the end of the decade. The leader of
the terrorist organization, who was residing in Damascus, the capital of Syria
at that time, was removed from Damascus by the coercive diplomacy
methods implemented with the extra deterrent capacity acquired by Turkiye
with the contribution of the relations it developed with Israel, and a chase
began (Aras, 2009, pp. 207-223). Although the leader of the terrorist
organization tried to eliminate the process by settling in geographies such as
Russia, Greece and Italy for short periods of time, he was caught in Kenya.

It has been claimed that the American intelligence agency CIA
(Central Intelligence Agency) and the Israeli intelligence agency MOSSAD
(Institute for Intelligence and Special Operations) also made extensive
contributions to the process of capturing the leader of the terrorist
organization in Kenya and subsequently handing him over to Turkish
security units. In particular, as understood from the statements made by the
then Turkish Prime Minister Bilent Ecevit on the subject, the intelligence
organizations in question captured the leader of the terrorist organization and
handed him over to their Turkish counterparts. But from this moment on,
Israel has tried to separate itself from the process, which it sees as a
development that could put its entire Kurdish policy at risk. In this context,
Israeli political and security elites felt the need to make numerous statements
that they were not part of the process in question (Bengio, 2014, p.7).
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In light of the information revealed, it can be said that the Israeli
intelligence agency MOSSAD has taken partin the process. Two strategic
military/intelligence cooperation agreements signed with Turkiye in the
1990s seem to have formed the basis for this partnership. One of the fruits of
the process observed and evaluated as the Turkish-Israeli alliance at that
time was undoubtedly the capture and delivery of the leader of the PKK
terrorist organization to the Turkish side. Other fruits are that Syria and
Greece, respectively, have stepped back from their policies involving the
threat of hard power against Tirkiye and displayed a more conciliatory
profile.

3.4. The Enigma of HERON

Turkiye took its relations with Israel to a very high level with the two
important military/intelligence agreements signed in 1994 and 1996, and on
this ground, it also created a suitable environment for weapons supply and
modernization. The process of procuring unmanned aerial vehicles, namely
HERON from Israel within the framework of another agreement signed in
2001 caused one of the most critical breaks in bilateral relations. The
HERON unmanned aerial vehicles delivered to Turkiye within the
framework of the agreement were either defective or destroyed (NTV,
2011).

Tirkiye’s use of the HERON technology created great satisfaction
among the military elites, especially during this period. The close
surveillance, which was described as “like a BBG house!* with the original
analogy of Yasar Biyiikanit, the Chief of General Staff at the time, was
targeting the terrorist centers in the north of Iraq with the contribution of
HERONSs. However, various problems experienced in these unmanned aerial
vehicles disrupted the process and did not fully meet expectations.

The huge disruptions experienced in the procurement and use of
HERONSs have made Israel’s strategic value open to question in the eyes of
the Turkish security and political elite. Going even further, domestic air
defense/attack capabilities have been tried to be strengthened, and
dependency on this need has been minimized, especially with the unmanned

The program called Someone is Watching Us (BBG) went down in history as a "reality show" that was
followed with very high ratings on Turkish television at that time. The program, which consists of
contestants trying to survive by dividing labor in a closed home environment, has been included in
political jargon with the analogy of General Biiyiikanit.
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aerial vehicle project implemented with the initiatives of Baykar company
(Baykar, t.y.).

3.5. Open support to the extensions of the PKK terrorist organization in
Syria

Israel’s relationship with the PKK terrorist organization seems to have
been continued embarrassedly, especially since it has the potential to affect
Turkiye-Israel bilateral relations. In this context, when the statements made
by Israeli officials as of 2019 are followed, it can be understood that Israel’s
Kurdish policy is not only directed towards the communities living in the
north of Irag.

The statements made by the Israeli political elites during the
development of the military operations carried out by Turkiye in the north of
Syria on these dates revealed that the PYD-YPG terrorist organization in the
region was actually fattened with the support of Israel itself (News 7,
2019).Statements revealing that terrorist elements, which are accepted by the
Turkish public to be formed with American support and assurance, also
receive strong support from lIsrael, strengthened the suspicions of Turkish
security elites against Israel. In this context, even the title of a news article
published in the Jerusalem Post is quite significant. This headline of the
newspaper article, which states that “Six years of investment turned into
waste in six days”, undoubtedly shows that Israel is not satisfied with the
military operations carried out by Turkish side (Frantzman, 2019).

As stated in the previous stages of the study, Israel does not hesitate to
support the processes in the northern regions of Iraq and Syria, as it positions
the Kurdish presence in the region as a strategic value. In this context, the
fact that Iran has stood out as an existential threat in the Israeli security
agenda for many years and that the Kurdish geography is seen as an outpost
of this threat constitute the logical basis for this Israeli support.

CONCLUSION

Cooperation opportunities run parallel to the general course of
Tiurkiye-Israel relations, undoubtedly show themselves in Tirkiye’s fight
against the PKK terrorist organization. It can be observed that when
Turkiye-Israel relations are on the rise, the opportunities for cooperation
against the PKK terrorist organization also increase. On the other hand,
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during bilateral relations decline, Israeli officials can openly support the
PKK terrorist organization and its extensions.

As this study reveals, Israel’s contributions to this struggle appear to
be quite limited. It is possible to say that the periphery strategy, which is
historical for lIsrael, is still valid, especially on this issue. Contact and
support to ethnic minorities in the region seem to continue in terms of Israeli
strategy. Thus, Israel’s contributions to the fight against the PKK-YPG
terrorist organization remain limited.

Israel’s contributions to Tirkiye’s fight against PKK terrorism have a
more “tabloid” nature, as in the process of capturing the leader of the
terrorist organization. This situation, which can be considered as a kind of
PR (public relations) effort in the eyes of the public, seems functional in
whitewashing Israel. However, it is highly doubtful that it has made a long-
term strategic contribution to Turkiye’s fight against PKK terrorism. On the
contrary, the strategic/political goals aimed by the mentioned terrorist
organizations seem almost exactly compatible with Israel’s periphery
strategy. In this context, Turkiye’s ability to cooperate with Israel in its fight
against PKK terrorism is seemingly an oxymoron as a future projection.
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RADIKALLESME - DERADIKALIZASYON TEORILERI VE
FETO’DE RADIKALLESME

OZET

*

Omer Faruk CELIK

Calisma radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon kavramlarina dair teorik ve pratik olarak ortaya
konan galismalar1 incelemeyi ve Tiirkiye’nin karg1 karsiya kaldigi en kapsamli ve kompleks
terér 6rgutii olan FETOyii bu teoriler 15181nda inceleyebilmeyi amaglanistir. Bu baglamda
oncelikle radikallesme ve deradikalizasyona dair teorik ¢aligmalar ve sahadaki uygulamalar
incelenmistir. Ardindan FETO radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon siiregleri baglaminda ayri
ayrt degerlendirilmistir. Her ne kadar kendi diinya gorlisiine gore farkli terminoloji ve
uygulamalara sahip olsa da, radikallesme teorilerinin FETOyii aciklamakta kullamlabilecegi
gorillmiistiir. Bununla birlikte deradikalizasyon siireglerinin halen pratikten teori ¢ikarma
noktasinda olmasi ve her iilkenin kendine has ydntemler uygulamasi dolayisiyla net bir
kiyaslamadan bahsedilememistir. Ancak FETO’niin, gerek 6rgiit liderinin ele gecirilememesi
gerekse de mahrem yapilarinin tamaminin desifre olmamasi nedeniyle bir deradikalizasyon
stirecine girmedigi kesindir. Radikal ve terdrist yapilanmasinin kendini uyuyan hiicrelere
doniistiirdiigii ve emir bekledigi degerlendirilmistir. Bu baglamda FETO’de bir
deradikalizasyondan ziyade bir reorganizasyon siireci oldugu sdylenebilir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Radikallesme, Deradikalizasyon, FETO, Kiilt Orgiit, Terérizm.

RADICALIZATION — DERADICALIZATION THEORIES AND
RADICALIZATION IN FETO

ABSTRACT

The study aimed to examine theoretical and practical studies on the concepts of radicalization
and deradicalization and to examine FETO, the most comprehensive and complex terrorist
organization that Turkey has faced, in the light of these theories. In this context, firstly,
theoretical studies on radicalization and deradicalization and applications in the field were
examined. Then, FETO was evaluated separately in the context of radicalization and
deradicalization processes. Although it has different terminology and applications according
to its own world view, it has been seen that radicalization theories can be used to explain
FETO. However, since deradicalization processes are still at the point of deriving theory from
practice and each country applies its own methods, a clear comparison cannot be made.
However, it is certain that FETO has not entered a deradicalization process because the leader
of the organization has not been captured and all of its secret structures have not been
exposed. It has been evaluated that the radical and terrorist structure has turned itself into
sleeper cells and is waiting for orders. In this context, it can be said that there is a
reorganization process in FETO rather than a deradicalization.
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GIRIS

11 Eyliil saldirilarinin giivenlik caligmalarinda 6nemli bir doniim
noktast oldugu malumdur. Bu doniim noktasinin gilinlimiize yansiyan
kavramlarindan biri olan radikallesme, o6zellikle 11 Eyliil saldirisinin
nedenlerinin arastirildigi siirecin en 6nemli kavrami olmustur. Caligmalar,
teroristlerin hangi sebeplerle ve hangi siirecler sonucunda bu saldiriy1
yapabilecek noktaya geldigi ve bu radikallesmenin nasil dnlenebilecegi gibi
suregler Uzerine odaklanmistir. Bununla birlikte radikallesmis bireylerin
tekrar nasil normal bireylere donecegi sorunsallartyla derinlesmistir. Ancak
tim bu arastirmalarin sonunda ortaya c¢ikan genel kabule gore
radikallesmenin, ter0rizm arastirmalarinin  bir alt bashg olarak
degerlendirildigini de belirtmek gerekir.

Soguk Savas’in bitimiyle birlikte komiinizm tehdidi yerini etnik, dini
ve kimlik catigmalarina birakmistir. Bu siire¢ ise Tiirkiye, 70’li yillarin
sonuyla birlikte tamstigi Kiirdistan Isci Partisi (PKK) terdriine ek olarak
Turkiye Hizbullah’1 gibi bolgesel ve Fetullahg1 Terdr Orgiitii (FETO) gibi
ilke capma yayilan bir terdrle karsilasmistir. Sovyetlerin dagilmasiyla
birlikte bir yandan tim giicuni sahaya stren PKK, Tirkiye’nin dogu ve
giineydogu bolgesinde kurtarilmis bolgeler elde etmeye calisacak kadar
faaliyetlerini ilerletmistir. Bu baglamda 90’11 yillarin Tirkiye’sinin dinya
teror caligmalart i¢in ¢ok Onemli veriler sunabilecegi bir dénem oldugu
belirtilmelidir.

90’lh yillar, goriinirde PKK ve Hizbullah gibi orgutler ile glvenlik
giiclerinin miicadelesiyle gectigi sanilirken; goriniirliigli hi¢ olmayan, sahte
kimlikler ve gizlenmekte uzmanlasmis FETO orgiitii dogrudan devleti ele
gecirmek i¢in ¢aligmistir. Bu orgiit, kurtarilmis bolgelerden daha fazlasini,
tim devleti istemektedir. Boylesine biiyilk idealler amaciyla kurulmus
kompleks bir oOrgiit lizerine yeteri kadar akademik c¢aligma yapilip
yapilmadig1 tartigmalidir. Ayrica uluslararasi literatiirde yer alan teorilerin
FETO’yii agiklamak icin kullanilip kullanilamayacagi da 6nemlidir.
Ozellikle radikallesme teorilerinin Marksist-Leninist terdr yapilanmalarin
aciklamada zorlandig1 goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda ¢aligmanin temel olarak
radikallesme teorileri iizerinde yogunlastig1 sdylenmelidir. Bununla birlikte
teorilerden hareketle FETO’niin analizinin yapilip yapilamayacagini da
caligmanin ikincil sorusu olarak ifade edilebilir.

290



Radikallesme — Deradikalizasyon Teorileri ve FETO’de Radikallesme
Omer Faruk CELIK

Calisma oOncelikle radikallesme {izerinde duracaktir. Bu kavram
lizerine yapilan teorik tartigma ve tanimlar1 géstermeye ¢alisacak, ardindan
ise bireylerin bu yapilardan nasil kurtulabilecegini ya da kurtulup
kurtulamayacagini incelemeye calisacaktir. Dolayisiyla ¢alismanin iki boliim
iizerinde yiridiigiinii sdyleyebilmek miimkiindiir. Birinci  bolim
radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon siirecleridir. Ikinci boliim ise Tiirkiye’nin
su ana kadar karsilastigi ve nihayete erdiremedigi en kompleks teror
yapilanmasi olan FETO’niin radikallesme teorileri iizerinden analizidir.

Birinci boliimde sirasiyla, kavramsal c¢ergeve sunmak amaciyla
radikallesme, deradikalizasyon ve kiilt orgiit gibi kavramlar incelenecek,
ardindan radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon siiregleri gosterilmeye
calisilacaktir.  Ozellikle deradikalizasyon siireclerine dair aralarinda
Almanya, Cezayir ve Misir gibi iilkelerin de aralarinda oldugu bir¢ok iilkeye
deginilmistir. Deradikalizasyon siireclerine dair olabildigince genis bir
perspektif olusturulmak istenmistir. Ardindan ise ikinci boliim olarak FETO
incelenmis ve gerek radikallesme gerekse de deradikalizasyon siireci
baglaminda geldikleri son durum aciklanmaya calisiimistir. Ozellikle
deradikalizasyon siirecine dair ortaya konacak bulgularla orgiitiin gelecegine
dair tartigmalara katki yapabilmek, ¢aligmanin bir diger ¢iktisi olacaktir.

1. KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE

Radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon gibi bir¢cok c¢alismanin yapildigi
kavramlar tizerinden terdr Orgiitleri anlatilmak isteniyorsa, mutlaka
kavramsal g¢ercevenin net bir sekilde ortaya konmasi gerekmektedir. Bu
noktada Tirk Dil Kurumu (TDK) tarafindan kisinin korkutularak
yildriimast ve yildirma ideolojisi olarak tamimlanan terér ve terdrizm
kavramlariin (Giincel Tiirkge Sozliik, 2024), makalenin ana omurgasi olan
radikallesme ve orgiitlerle iliskisinin bagka bir boyutunu ortaya koymasi ve
caligmanin amacinin disinda kalmasi dolayisiyla dahil edilmedigi
belirtilmelidir. Caligma siddette giden yol ve arinma siireclerine
odaklanmigtir. Bu baglamda c¢alisma, temel olarak kendine ii¢ anahtar
kavram se¢mistir (radikallesme, deradikalizasyon, kiilt orgiit) ve Oncelikle
bu kavramlari tartigacaktir.

1.1. Radikallesme

Kavrami agiklamadan 6nce, kavramin ortaya ¢ikip incelendigi siirece
kisaca bakmak faydali olacaktir. Radikallesme hassaten 11 Eyliil saldirilari
sonrast yapilan terorizm caligmalarinda kargimiza ¢ikan bir kavram olarak
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dikkat cekmektedir. Schmid’in (2011) c¢alismasina gore radikallesme
literatrinin %90°1 2000°1i yillardan sonra ortaya c¢ikmistir (s.339). Bu
calisma yogunlugunun sebebi, terdristlerin adi gecen saldirtyr neden
gergeklestirdigini anlamaya c¢alisan arastirmacilardan ileri gelmektedir.
Kavramin kendisine baktigimizda ise radikallesme dendiginde ifade edilmesi
gereken ilk husus, kavramin diger bircok dnemli kavramda oldugu gibi net
ve tiim diinyaca kabul edilmis bir taniminin olmadigidir. Ciinkii
radikallesmenin taniminin yapilabilmesi icin “asirt” ve “normal” olanin ne
oldugunun herkesce ortaya konabilmesi gerekmektedir. Radikallik, Tirk Dil
Kurumu’nun (TDK) Blyik Tirkge Soézluk’iine gore “koktencilik” (Giincel
Tiirkge Sozliik, 2024) olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Bir asirilik durumu olarak da
ifade edilebilir. Ancak tanimlamada yapilan bu asiricilik halinin nasil tespit
edilecegi ve “normal” olan durumun ne oldugu sorularina verilen cevaplar
tamamen siibjektif kalmaktadir. Bu baglamda sozliikteki karsiligindan da
anlagilacagi gibi tanimlama oldukca kisir bir hal almakta; bu nedenle
tanimlama faaliyetleri, bireydeki davranis degisikligine odaklanmaktadir.
Siirece yapilan vurgu babinda ortaya konan tanimlamalara bakildiginda ise
siddete varan aswicilik  (Stephens vd., 2021, $.346) ya da davramssal
radikallesme (Klausen vd., 2016, s.71) gibi yeni tanimlamalara gidildigi
goralmektedir.

Bir diger kaynak olarak karsimiza ¢ikan Cambridge sozliikte ise
radikallik “bir kimsenin politik veya dini inanglarina daha asir1 olma eylemi
ve siireci” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024) olarak yer bulmustur. Bu noktada
sadece dini inanglar konusunda asiricilik olarak ifade edilen fundamentalizm
kavrami da karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. TDK’nin fundamentalizm kavramini ise
“kurulu diizenin temellerini dini kural ve inanglar dogrultusunda degistirip
uygulamadan yana olan tutum veya Ogreti” olarak tanimladigim
gormekteyiz. (Gilncel Tirkce Sozlik, 2024) Kabaca Ozetlemek gerekirse
radikallesmenin toplumun ortam norm ve degerlere aykir1 bir davranig
bigimi (Kruglanski vd., 2014, s.70) ve statiikoya meydan okumanin bir
pargast olarak bireyin siddete yonelme potansiyeli arasindaki iliskiyi ifade
ettigi soylenebilir (McLaughlin, 2012, s.13). Radikal durus/davranis, radikal
olmak, radikal hareketler hangi ideolojiye yakin oldugu cergevesinde degil
mevcut, gucli ve hatta donemsel olarak hegemonik olan diisiinceleri ya da
kurallar1 ortadan kaldirmak ya da onlara kokten bir bi¢imde karsi olmak
gergevesinde tanimlanmaktadir (Cahill, 2012, s.68).
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Radikalizm; bir ideolojiye, inanca kosulsuz, korii koriine, tartigmaya
acik olmaksizin inanma, fikrin mutlak dogrulugunu atesli sekilde savunma
ve fikrin dogrulugunu kabul etmeyenleri karsisina alma halidir (Goka, 2014,
s.182). Bir bakima “yamilmazlik doktrini izlediklerine dair inan¢” hali
denebilir (Summers, 2006, s.335). Tam bu noktada belirtmek gerekir ki
terérizm ve radikallik arasindaki baglanti sikca karigtirilmaktadir.
Ter6rizmin eylem odakli, radikalligin ise fikir odakli oldugu belirtilirse iki
kavram arasindaki fark ortaya konacaktir. Bir terdristin, teror faaliyeti
yapabilmesi i¢in fikir noktasinda bir radikal olmas1 gerektigi mutlakken, bir
radikalin teror faaliyetine katilacagi kesin degildir. Bir radikal grup teror
faaliyetlerine girismeden de varlifini siirdiirebilir. Teroristligin, radikalligin
bir sonraki adimi olarak belirtebiliriz.

1.2. Deradikalizasyon

Deradikalizasyon kavraminda da iizerinde mutabik kalinmig bir tanim
bulunmamaktadir. Ancak yine de kavramin birbirine yakin sekillerde
aciklandigr  ifade edilebilir. Uluslararasi Barig  Enstitiisi  (IP])
deradikalizasyonu “bir kisinin goniillii ya da goniilli olmayarak asir
diisiincelerden uzaklagmasi” olarak ifade etmektedir (International Peace
Institute, 2010). Bir bagka tanimlamaya baktigimizda ise deradikalizasyon
“radikallesmeyi Onleyici her tirlii ¢caba” (Bjorgo ve Horgan, 2009, akt.
Akbas, 2020, s.20) olarak ifade edilmistir. Alex Schmid’e (2013, 41) gore
deradikalizasyon iki tiirden olusmaktadir. Bunlardan birincisi bireysel olarak
ideolojik temelli deradikalizasyondur. Psikolojik ve dini rehberlik
yardimiyla diisiiniis seklinin degistirilmesi hedeflenir. Digeri ise davranista
degisiklik elde etmeye odaklanan ve siyasi goriismeler aracigiyla
gerceklestirilmesi hedeflenen toplu deradikalizasyondur.

Radikallesme calismalarinda goriillen genel kabul, “tersine
radikallesme” olarak ifade edilmistir. Terdristin i¢cinde bulundugu grubun
ideolojisinden vazge¢mesi ve eski normal yasantisina donerek toplum
degerleriyle barisik yasamaya devam etmesi olarak tanimlanabilir (Kaya,
2018, 5.98). Moghadam gibi alaninda uzman olarak degerlendirilen bir isim
ise bu fikrin aksine deradikalizasyon siirecinin radikallesmeye giden yolun
tersi olmadigin1 ve farkli iki siire¢ oldugunu belirtmistir (2009, s. 281).
Ancak deradikalizasyonun temel amaci gibi hususlarda fikirler
benzesmektedir. Agikca ifade edilebilir ki deradikalizasyon, kisiyi baski
altina alarak davranis1 engellemek degil, kisinin radikal fikir ve diiglinceleri
terk etmesini saglayabilmektir. Nasil ki radikallesme belirli sartlarin
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mevcudiyeti lizerine bir siire¢ igerisinde gerceklesiyorsa, belirli sartlarin
olugsmast ve yine belirli bir siire¢cle de insanlarin bu diisiinceleri
birakabilecegi diistintilmektedir.

1.3. Kult Orgut

Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Cumhurbagkanlig: tarafindan 15 Temmuz Darbe
Girisimi dolayisiyla hazirlanan  FETO raporunda, FETO’niin radikal
goriigleri savunan silahli  bir kiilt orgiit oldugu belirtilmektedir
(Cumhurbagkanligi Yayinlari, 2021). Bu baglamda ¢alismanin kilt orgut
kavramini da agiklamasi gerekir.

Kiilt kavrami, TDK’ya gore “din, dinsel olan” manalarina gelirken
(Glincel Tirkge Sozlik, 2024), “kiilt orgit” kavrami ise orgut liderine
yiiksek tutku ile baglilik, ilahlagtirma derecesinde saygi ve tapinma gibi
Ozellikleri gosteren Orgiit anlamlarinda kullanilmaktadir. Diinyanin hemen
her yerinde ve her doneminde sik¢a bu yapilar ile karsilasilmistir. Bundan
dolay1 tanimlanabilme noktasinda bazi ortak ozellikler tespit edilebilmistir.
Ornegin Ingiltere’de 1987 yilindan itibaren faaliyette olan Kiilt
Bilgilendirme Merkezi’ne (CIC) gore kiilt yapilanmalarin 5 temel 6zelligi
bulunmaktadir:

a.Uyelerini devsirmek, beyinlerini yikamak ve gruba baglamak igin
psikolojik baski uygulamak.

b.Seckinci totaliter bir yap1 olugturmak.

c.Kurucu lideri kendi kendini atamuis, dogmatik, Mesihlik/mehdilik
iddiasinda bulunan, sorgulanamayan ve karizmatik kisilige sahip olmak.

¢.Para toplamakta ve insanlar1 orgiite baglamakta amaca giden her yolu
mubah saymak.

d.Zenginligi iiyelere veya topluma fayda saglamamak (Cult Information
Center, 2021).

Bu ozelliklere bakildiginda kisaca kiilt orgiitii, karizmatik bir kisinin
inanc1 temel alarak ¢evresinde bir grup olusturup, maddi ve manevi agidan
toplumdan kopararak dogmatik bir yapr kurmasi olarak ifade edebiliriz. Bu
kurulan yapinin bireyin tiim hayatin1 kapladig, diisiin hayatini ele gegirdigi
ve liderin emirlerinin sorgusuz sualsiz kabul edildigi bir seviye oldugunu da
belirtmek gerekir.

2. RADIKALLESME SURECLERI VE NEDENLERI
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Daha 6ncede belirtildigi gibi 6zellikle 11 Eyliil saldirilar1 sonras,
terérizmin nedenlerinin ortaya konmasi noktasinda arastirma konusu olan
radikallesme kavramina dair bir¢ok calisma yapilmistir. Bu noktada terdr
orgiitlerinin tasnifi (sag, sol, etnik, dini vb.), nasil radikallestikleri, hangi
siiregleri yasadiklar1 radikallesen bireylerin sahip olduklart profiller
calismalarin odak noktasmi olusturmustur. Radikallesme adimlarina dair
belirli bir stirecin adim adim ortaya kondugu ve tasniflendigi sdylenebilir.

Siirecin adimlarina bakmadan once radikallesen bireylerin profilleri ve
nedenlerine bakilacaktir. Bu noktada net bir sekilde ifade edilebilir ki,
radikallesmenin kisinin psikolojik sikintilara sahip olmasi ya da egitim
diizeyleriyle bir ilgili bir olgu olmadigi yapilan c¢alismalarda ortaya
¢ikmigtir.  Ornegin  ABD’de yapilan bir arastirmada terér olaylarina
karisanlarin sadece %7’sinin psikiyatrik bir hastaliga (kisilik bozuklugu,
sizofreni, depresyon vb.) sahip oldugu aciklanmistir (Mcgilloway vd., 2015,
s.46). Normal insanlarin radikallesmesine 6rnek olarak Halkin Tapinagi
Orglitii verilebilir. Amerika Birlesik Devletleri’nde bulunan kilt 6rgut, 1978
yilinda ormanlik bir alanda toplanmis ve kiiciik cocuklar ebeveynleri
tarafindan oldiiriiliirken kendileri de topluca intihar etmistir. Intihar eden
yiizlerce orgiit iiyesi iizerinde yapilan arastirmalarda hepsinin son derece
“normal” insanlar oldugu goriilmistiir (Richardson, 1980, s240).
Arastirmalarda dikkat ceken bir baska bilgi ise yiiksekOgretim gdrmiis
kisilerin radikallesme ve terérist eylemlere daha yiiksek oranda sempati
duyduklari, eylemlerinde daha cok hasara yol acabildikleri, dnceden
saptanmalarimin daha zor olabildigidir (McGarry, 2016, s.285).

Bu noktada “kisiyi radikallesmeye iten sey nedir?” sorusu akillara
gelmektedir. Bireyin radikallesme nedenlerine bakildiginda ise Kruglanski
ve arkadaglarinin 3N (needs, narratives, network) isimli modelleri goze
carpmaktadir (2020, s.1). Bu modele gore “bireysel ihtiyaglar”, “ideolojik
anlatilar” ve “sosyal aglar” radikallesmenin ii¢ temel dayanak noktasim
olusturmaktadir. Insanin kisisel ihtiyaclarimi karsiladigi ve sosyal statiiler
elde ettigi bir grupta varligina bir anlam katabilmesi radikallesmenin 6zeti
olarak ifade edilebilir. Radikallesmenin temelinde sadece bireysel
motivasyonlar degil agirlikli olarak sosyal iliskiler oldugu anlagilmalidir.
Radikallesmenin sosyal manadaki nedeni dini olabilecegi gibi siyasi ya da
etnik sebeplerde olabilir. Alex Wilner ve Claire-Jehanne Dubouloz’un
ifadelerine goOre sosyo-politik yabancilagsma ve biitiinlesme basarisizligi,
dindarlik ve kiiresellesme, dis politikalara dogan tepki de radikallesme
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sebepleri arasindadir (2009, s.10). Ancak her ne sebeple olursa olsun
radikallesme siirecinin ilk adimi radikal gevre ile bir temasin olusmasidir. Bu
cevre, lniversitede bir arkadas grubu olabilecegi gibi, kendi ailemizin bir
ferdi de olabilir. Bu noktada belirtilmelidir ki radikallesmenin 6nemli bir
asamasi olan yiiz yiize iletisim artik modern diinyada soysal medya kanallar
iizerinden de aktif olarak yapilabilmektedir. Sosyal medya uygulamalari,
videolar, dijital bildiriler artik radikallegsme siirecinin bir pargasidir. Modern
diinyanin da bu durumu fark ettigi goriilmektedir. Ornegin, Avrupa Birligi
tilkeleri almig olduklar1 karar dogrultusunda kendi {ilkelerindeki sosyal
medya uygulamalarindan yapilan terér paylagimlarinin 1 saat igerisinde
kaldirilmasina dair yasal diizenlemeler getirmislerdir (Trthaber.com, 2022).
Teroriin en azindan sosyal medya ayagina dair alinmig bu tavir, sosyal
medya siirecinin ne denli 6nemli oldugunu gostermesi agisindan krymetlidir.

Radikallesme siirecine bakildiginda ise g¢esitli adimlarin tanimlandigi
goriilmektedir. Bireyin normal diisiince setlerini birakip adim adim nasil
radikal hale geldigi gosterilebilir noktadadir. Bu baglamda bakacagimiz ilk
kavram seti Wictorowicz’indir. Wictorowicz’e (2004, s.7-8) gore bireyin
radikallesmesi dort adimdan olusmaktadir. Tlk adimda birey mutlaka bir kriz
icerisindedir. Bu kriz kisisel bir sebepten kaynaklanabilecegi gibi sosyal,
siyasi ya da ekonomik sebeplerle olusabilir. Onemli olan nokta bu krizin
kisinin mevcut inanglarini sarsmasi ve normalde kabul etmeyecegi radikal
fikirleri degerlendirmeye alacak hale gelmesidir. Bu noktada radikal grup,
kriz halindeki bireyle temas kurarak bir bag olusturur. Bu baglarin ingasi
bireyin i¢inde bulundugu krizin nedeni neyse daha ¢ok o dogrultuda gelisir.
Ormnegin o kisiye sosyal yardimlar saglayabilir ya da krizini asmasi igin
rehberlik onerebilir.

Ikinci adimda ise birey i¢indeki huzursuzlugu anlamlandirabilmek ve
dindirebilmek i¢in dini bir mana arayis1 icerisine girer. Bu arayis dolayisiyla
yeni bir sosyallesme siirecini baslatir ve Wictorowicz’in “gerceve uyumu”
olarak ifade ettigi liglincli adim olan grup ile birey arasinda inang temelli bir
yonlendirme kanali olusur. Grubun anlam setlerinden etkilenen birey, grup
gercekligini tercih etmeye baglar. Dordiincii ve son adimda ise birey kendi
diistince setlerini tamamen birakarak grup 6gretisinin goniillii bir 6grencisine
doniiserek tiim degerlerini degistirir. Ornegin dini bir radikal grup i¢ine giren
birey dis ¢evre i¢in “tagut”, dénem i¢in “cahiliye”, diizenin ig¢indekiler igin
ise “kafir, miisrik” (Yasa, 2021, s.813) gibi kelimelerle yeni bir tanimlama
icine girecektir. S6z gelimi daha oOnce herhangi bir sorun yasamadigi
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komsusunun “miisrik” seviyesine gelmesi anlam setlerindeki degisimin
blyiikligiinii gostermek agisindan yeterli bir 6rnek olacaktir. Sonug olarak
birey, biligsel acikliktan sosyallesmeye gegerek siddet uygulayan asirilikei
gurubun iiyesi haline gelmistir (Wictorowicz, 2004, s.10-13).

Sekil 1: Wictorowicz’e Gore Radikallegsme Siireci (Kaynak: Wiktorowicz’in “Joining
The Cause: Al-Muhajiroun and Radical Islam” isimli makalesinden olugturulmustur.)

o . Grup
* Kisisel, Ideolojisini
sosyal, siyasi el Benimseme
yada * Grup gergekligi ile - Grup
ekonomik bir halindeki b%gaﬁ:\ﬂl{:{lrzli:e ideolojisinin
kriz igerisinde bireyin dini birey
anlam tarafindan
aray1si ve Cergeve igsellestirilme
grup ile Uyumu si ve grup
sosyallesme Uy|95| haline
gelme

Moghadam ise bu sureci bir merdivene benzeterek, merdiven
basamaklari tizerinden agiklama yoluna gitmistir. Moghadam’mn fikirlerini
(Moghadam, 2005, s.163) kisaca anlatmak gerekirse; zemin kat eksiklik ve
ihtiyaclarin1 giderme arzusuna sahip bir birey ve bireyin adalet arayisi
iizerinden tarif edilir. Istediklerine ulasmak noktasinda engellendigini
diisiinen kisi, adalet arayistyla siireci baslatir. Bu arayis onu radikallesme
merdivenin ilk basamagina g¢ikaracaktir. Bu birinci basamakta bazi kisi ve
gruplar problemlerin sorumlusu olarak tespit edilir. Merdivenin ikinci
basamaginda ise kisi yasadig1 adaletsizlik duygularini ve 6fkesini bu kisilere
yonlendirme karar1 alir. Bu yodnlendirmede terér kisiler icin bir eylem
secenegi haline gelir ve dahil oldugu grubun fikirlerine artik o da tamamen
katilmaktadir. Dordiincii basamakta artik kisi diinyayr “biz” ve “onlar”
perspektifinden gérmektedir ve grubun verecegi islerde gorev almaya hazir
ve iknadir. Son adim olan besinci basamakta ise birey artik her tiir eylemin
icindedir. Kurbanlariyla her tiirlii empatiden yoksun bir halde, akan kandan
rahatsiz olmadan terdr eylemlerinin bir par¢ast olmustur.

Sekil 2: Diigiince ve Eylem Piramitleri (Kaynak: McCauley, C. ve Moskalenko, S.
(2017). Understanding political radicalization: The two- pyramids model. American
Psychologist, 72:3)

297



Radikallesme — Deradikalizasyon Teorileri ve FETO’de Radikallesme
Omer Faruk CELIK
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Radikaller

Sempatizanlar

Abktivistler

Tarafsizlar
Pasifler

o Digince Piramidi * FoaliyetRimpmick

Radikallesme siirecine dair bir baska anlati da piramit 6rnegidir.
McCauley ve Moskalenko (2017: 212-214) radikallesme siirecini ikiye
ayirmig, radikallesmenin diigiince ve eylem olarak iki farkli siirece sahip
oldugunu ifade etmistir. Bu siirecleri ise bir piramit modeliyle agiklama
yoluna gitmislerdir. Diislince piramidi ii¢ katli olarak resmedilmistir.
Piramidin en alt katinda yasanan olaylarin siyasi boyutuyla ilgilenmeyen ve
kendi giindelik yasantilar1 disinda kafa yormayan “tarafsiz” bir kitle ifade
edilmistir. Orta katta ise yasanan olaylari siyaseten degerlendiren ve bir taraf
tutan ancak siddeti mesru bir yontem olarak gérmeyen “sempatizan” kitle, en
st katta ise siddet uygulamayr hem politik hem de ideolojik ya da ahlaki
sebeplerle  bir sorumluluk derecesinde goren “hakli ¢ikaricilar”
bulunmaktadir

Eylem piramidinde ise fikri olarak radikal fikirlere sahip bireyin
eyleme nasil gectigi ifade edilmeye calisilmistir. Bu piramit dort kat olup,
tabanda fikri noktada radikal olan ancak herhangi bir eyleme katilmaya
goniilsiiz olan kisiler yer almaktadir. “Pasifler” olarak nitelendirilen bu
kisilerin bir st katinda ise radikal diisiinceye sahip ve siyaseten legal
yollarla miicadele igerisinde yer alan kisiler bulunmaktadir. Miting, yiiriiyis,
bildiri yayinlamak gibi hukuki olarak kabul edilen tlim faaliyetlerde yer alan
bu kisiler “aktivist” olarak ifade edilmistir. Onlarin bir iist katinda ise eylem
bazinda da “radikal” olan, diigiinceleri ve savundugu degerler icin illegal
faaliyetler icerisinde bulunabilecek kisiler yer almaktadir. Radikal grubun
iizerinde ise eylemleriyle kan akitan “terdristler” bulunmaktadir.

Tim bu c¢aligmalar inceledigimizde silirecin benzer adimlarla
ilerledigini sdyleyebilmek miimkiindiir. Kisaca 6zetlemek gerekirse, kisi
once gesitli sebeplerle i¢cinde bulundugu toplumdan kopar ve yeni arayislara
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yonelir. Kendisiyle yakindan ilgilenen radikal grubun diisiincelerini
benimser. Legal faaliyetlerle grubun bir neferi olur. Siddet kullanilmasi
gerektigine ikna oldugu anda ise radikallesir ve terdrizmin bir iiyesidir. Bu
strecte bireyler, toplumsal unsurlar, politik unsurlar ve bireyi itici-cekici
faktorlerin (Polis Akademisi Raporu, 2019, s.36) temel odak noktalari
oldugunu ifade edebiliriz. Son s6z olarak bu noktaya kadar belirtilen
sureglerin Marksist-Leninist drgutlerde ne kadar ise yaradigi tartisiimalidir.
Sempatizan-radikal-terorist surecinin  Marksizm’deki proleter devrim
yapisindaki izdiigiimlerinin tam bir uyum i¢inde olmadigi belirtilmelidir. Bu
uyumsuzluk ise baska bir ¢calismanin konusudur.

Su ana kadar siireg, bireyin gdzlinden gosterildi. Biraz da 6rgdtlerin bu
siiregte neler yaptigina bakmak faydali olacaktir. Radikal ve kiilt gruplarin
ya da orgiitlerin en temel 6zelligi totaliter olmalaridir denebilir. Totaliter
ideolojiler her seyi agiklamaya giicli yeten, essiz, bu dunyadaki ve 6bur
diinyadaki her soruya cevap bulabilen bir niteliktedir. Kurtulusu vaat eder ve
kurtulusa hangi yoldan gidilmesi gerektigini gosterir. Gidilmesi gereken yol
orgiite ve liderine olan bagliliktan, itaatten ge¢gmektedir (Dick ve Robbins,
2004, s.245). Birey bu totaliter ideolojiye kars1 kendi diisiincelerini ortaya
koydugunda, ideolojiyi anlamamakla, sahsi menfaat pesinde kosmakla,
ayrilikcilik yapmakla, lidere isyan ederek ruhsal olgunluga ulasabilecek
seviyeye uzak olmakla itham edilir, sindirilir ya da dislanir. Gerekirse
ortadan kaldirilir. Eger kisinin diglanmasi tercih edilmiyorsa “6zelestiri”,
“itiraf”, “giinah cikarma” ve “tovbe etme” (ilhan, 2021, s.127) gibi
yontemlerle kisinin kendisinin sucglanmasi saglanir. Bu mekanizma ister
sagci ister solcu isterse de dini bir orglt olsun, neredeyse tim Orgutlerde
bulunur. Lider asla elestirilmez ve mutlak itaat gerekir. Bir problem varsa bu
kisinin kendisindedir.

Orgiit ideolojisi gogunlukla diinyay1 ve insanlar1 iki gruba ayrrmistir.
“Iyiler” ve “kétiiler” tasnifi ile mevcut her sey “bizler” ve “onlar” ayrimina
tabi tutulabilmektedir. Bu orgiitler kendi dislarindaki hicbir yapilanmanin ya
da doktrinin dogrulugunu kabul etmez ve yalmizca kurtulusun kendi
fikirlerinde olduklarmna inanirlar. Orgiit hasim olarak sectigi gruplari da
mutlaka insanliktan c¢ikarici sOylemler gelistirerek onlara saldiriyr
mesrulastirir. Hasim gruba hayvanlarin isimlerinin verilmesi, mitolojiden
atiflar yapilmasi, firavun, Karun, Calut, Deccal gibi dini temelli diisman
karakterlerin isimlerinin verilmesi, tag ya da tahta gibi nitelemeler bu agidan
degerlendirilmelidir. ideolojilere bakildiginda da tanri tarafindan secilmis bir
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grup olma, sectikleri yolun kutsal olmasi, tarihsel siirecte ¢ok onemli bir
gorev aldiklar1 ya da eninde sonunda tiim diinyaya hakim olunacagi gibi
benzer birgok ortak mesaj goriilmektedir. {lahi secilmislik salt dini anlamda
degil, doktrinin belirttigi 1rk, devrim, insanlik gibi kavramlar baglaminda da
ele alinmaktadir (ilhan, 2021, 5.117).

Radikal grubun icerisine giren bireyin davramislarinin da siirekli
yonlendirildiginin ve iradesinin siire¢ icerisinde tamamen ortadan
kaldirlldigimi belirtmek gerekir. Mutlaka orgiit yoneticileri kisinin giinlitk
yasantisinda kendisiyle bas basa kalmasini engellemek adina, sabah kalktig
vakitten aksam yatacagi vakte kadar onun i¢in yapacaklari planlanmistir. Bu
amagla kisiye yeni roller ve gorevler verilir. Uye iizerinde kontrol saglamak,
tutum ve davramiglarim  degistirmek amaciyla yapilandirilmig  ve
kurumsallagmis bir sistemin ve c¢evrenin mutlaka var oldugu yapilan
aragtirmalarla ortaya konmustur. Robert Jay Lifton (1989, s.69) bunu
totaliter ¢evre ve sistemler olarak adlandirmaktadir. Kisinin ne zaman
kalkacagi, ne zaman yatacagi, neleri yiyip neleri yiyemeyecegi, kiyafeti, sa¢
sakal kesimi hep orgiit tarafindan belirlenmistir. Orgiitler ayn1 zamanda
gazete, dergi ve televizyonlar (zerinde de denetim kurarak, sadece
kendilerinin onay verdikleri yayinlar takip ettirmektedir. Fiziksel manada da
orgiitler toplumdan uzak noktalar segerek kisinin kontrolinii en (st seviye
cikarmiglardir. PKK, El kaide, DAES gibi terdr orgiitleri izole, ulasilmasi
zor alanlarda bu amagla kamplar kurmaktadirlar. Scientology, Moon ve
Mormon tarikatlar1 da dénem donem fiiyelerini izole, bilinmedik yerlerde
kamplara alabilmektedir. Jim Jones bu amacla Guana’y:1 kendine se¢mistir.
(ilhan, 2021, s.115). FETO ve Hizbullah’in yurt ve dgrenci evlerini benzer
amagla kullanmasmin haricinde, tamamen gizli evlere de sahip olmasi bu
amagladir. Bu noktada kisiye yapilan g¢erceveleme isleminin her noktayi
kapsadig1 ve siirekli bir kontrol mekanizmasi oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu
noktada ifade edilmesi gereken bir bagska 6nemli nokta da totaliter bir sistem
igerisinde yagayan Orgiit mensuplart kendilerinin herkesten daha ¢ok orgiit
ve yapilanmalar ile ilgili bilgiye sahip olduklarmi zannetmeleri ya da
inanmalaridir. Oysaki durum bunun tam tersidir. Genellikle en azini ya da
orgiitiin kendilerine izin verdigi kadarm bilmektedirler (ilhan, 2021, 5.128).

3. DERADIKALIZASYON SURECLERI VE ORNEK
UYGULAMALAR

Caligmanin bu noktasina kadar bireyin radikallesme siirecinde
gecirdigi doniisiim ve bu doniisiimiin adimlar1 ortaya konmaya calisilmaisti.
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Bu boliimde ise radikallesmis bireyin deradikalizasyon ile nasil bir siirece
girdigi ve dinya fizerinde uygulanan slre¢ oOrnekleri gosterilmeye
calisilacaktir.

3.1. Deradikalizasyon Suireci

Radikallesmenin bir siire¢ oldugu ve kisinin gerek zihin gerekse de
eylem diizeyinde adim adim ilerledigi yapilan arastirmalar 1s1ginda
gosterilmisti. Ancak bu kisinin radikallesmeden kurtulma sirecine dair
ortaya net bir sablonun konamadigini belirtmek gerekir. Bununla birlikte
caligmalarin odak noktasmin cezaevindeki bireyler oldugunu ve agirlikli
olarak onlara uygulandigin1 ifade edebiliriz. Yapilan c¢alismalarda
gorlilmiistiir ki radikallesen bireyin, gruptan fiziksel olarak uzaklagsmasi bile
deradikalizasyon c¢aligsmalarinda basariyr arttirmaktadir. Tekrar edilecek
olursa radikallesme de en Onemli faktdr sosyal cevredir denebilir. Bu
noktada bireyin cezaevinde olmasi ve diger radikallerle baglantisinin
kesilmesi, kisinin entelektiie]l seviyesiyle de muvazi olacak sekilde
deradikalizasyonun 6nemli etmenleri olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kisinin
icinde bulundugu durumu sorgulayabilmesi, ona yapilacak olan
uygulamalarin basarisindaki en biiyiik etmendir. Yapilan bir¢ok arastirmada
kisinin radikallikten vazge¢me sebepleri ortaya konmaya galigilmigtir,
Akbas’m (2020, s.27) literatiirden yaptig1 derlemeye gore bulgular soyledir:

a.Sempatizanlarin  terér  Orgiitine  olan  bagliliklarindan  dolay
deneyimledikleri negatif sosyal yaptirimlar ve damgalanma durumu,

b. Devlet ya da ordu baskisi,
C.Asirict ya da terdrist olmanin getirdigi hayat tarzindan kaynaklanan
moralsizlik, hatta tiilkenmislik,

¢.Grubun ideolojisinden siiphe duymak,

d.Grubun ikiyiizliligi ve davranislarindan duyulan bikkinlik,
e. Sosyal destek kaybi,
f. Rol degisimi ya da statii kaybi,
g. Silahli miicadelenin sonuglarina ve siddetin etkilerine yonelik
hayal kiriklig1,
g. Kotii davranisa ve fiziksel siddete maruz kalma,

h.Orgiitiin taktik degistirmesi ve buna bagli olarak drgiitiin stratejisini
ya da liderini onaylamama ya da bunlara giivensizlik duyulmasi,
i.Orgiitten beklentilerin karsilanamamast,
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Bulgular ¢ogunlukla kisinin sosyal ¢evresi, sosyal beklentileri ve iliskiler ag
ile alakalidir. Kisinin radikal grubun anlam setlerini kabul ettikten sonraki
hayal kirikliklari, degistirdigi inanglarina olan giivenini sarsarak “Acaba
dogru tarafta degil miyim?” sorusunu sormaya yol agmaktadir. Iste bu
noktada cezaevinde yapilacak uygulamalar kisinin deradikalizasyonu i¢in en
onemli faaliyet olarak goziikmektedir. Ardindan cezaevi sonrasi ayni sosyal
cevreyle iletisime ge¢cmemesi iginde ekonomik ve sosyal yeni bir ag
olusturulmasi olmazsa olmazdir.

Devletlerin bu kisilere yonelik programlarimi cezaevi ve sonrasi olacak
sekilde, goniilliller ya da goniilsiiz olanlar gibi bircok detay:1 diisiinerek ve
uzun soluklu olarak planlamasi gerekmektedir. Bu programlarin temel
amacinin bireyin davraniglarini degistirmeyi degil, ayn1 zamanda temel
inanglarinda da bir degisiklik yapabilmek olmalidir (Rabasa vd., 2010, s.6).
Cinkii davramigin  deradikalizasyonu inanglarin  deradikalizasyonuyla
baglantilidir (Demant vd., 2008, akt. Akbas, 2020). Ancak siddete bulagmis
radikal bir kiside bu doniisiim siirecinin uzun siirecegi de muhakkaktir.

Doosje ve arkadaglar1 (2016, s.79-82) grup iliskilerinin bireylerin
radikallesmesini veya radikallesmeden doniisiini engelleyen bir “direng
kalkan1” oldugunu, bu kalkanin bireyleri radikal etkilerden korudugu gibi
radikal bireylere yonelik radikallik karsiti mesajlarin da iletilmesini
engelledigini belirtmislerdir. Bu noktada cezaevinin, kisinin radikal grupla
iletisimini kesmesi bakimindan énemi ortaya ¢cikmaktadir. Ikna ¢abalari kars:
tarafin “diisman” olarak addettigi ve hapsine neden oldugu taraftan gelse
bile, devlet tarafindan gerceklestirilen ideoloji temelli deradikalizasyon
programlarinin ¢ogunda daha yiiksek basari oran1 gozlenmektedir. Gruptan
fiziki bir sekilde zoraki bir mesafenin kiside bilissel olarak bir farkindalik
yarattigima yonelik caligmalar mevcuttur (Koehler, 2017, s.126). Yapilan
uygulamalara bakildiginda cezaevinde ve sonrasi igin ii¢ temel uygulama
kargimiza g¢ikmaktadir. Birincisi kiginin ekonomik diizeyine etki etmesi
bakimindan mesleki egitim, ikincisi ideolojik ya da dini egitim, lgiinciisi ise
psikolojik destek ve danismanlik. Simdi bu uygulamalar iilke bazinda
orneklendirilecektir.

3.2. Deradikalizasyon Uygulamalar

Deradikalizasyon uygulamalarinin mahiyetine gegmeden 6nce, uygulamalara
dair baz1 énemli noktalar belirtilmelidir. Uluslararas1 Baris Enstitiisii (IPI-
International Peace Institute ) deradikalizasyon programlarinin uygulandig 8
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Miisliiman {ilkeden elde edilen tecriibeleri incelemistir. Uygulanan
yontemlere dair bazi Onemli noktalar1 ise bir rapor halinde sunmustur.
Orneklere gecmeden once bu uygulamalardaki 6nemli noktalar bir Gzet
olarak  goriilebilir. Bu baglamda rapora gore deradikalizasyon
programlarindaki 6nemli noktalar sunlardir: Ailesel konular ve sosyal
baglantilar anahtar konumdadir, programlar bireysel motivasyonlar1 ele
almalidir, muhataplarin giivenilirligi hayati 6nem tasimaktadir, mahkim
davranisi ¢ok 6nemli bir rol oynar, program sonrasi izleme veya bakim, sivil
topluma katiliminin 6nemi, reaktif dnlemler daha proaktif yaklagimlar i¢inde
yer almalidir, egitim stireci cok 6nemlidir (Schmid, 2013, s.42). Ozellikle
kisinin varsa ¢ocugu, esi, diger aile fertleri ve yakin arkadaslarinin siirece
dahil edilmesinin g¢aligmanin basarisini arttiran bir diger etmen olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bir diger onemli nokta da Avrupa Birligi’nin
radikallesmeyle miicadele alaninda 2011 yilinda bir ortak veri tabani ve
semsiye kurulus kurarak deneyimlerini paylagsmasidir. Radikallesme
Farkindalik Ag1 (Radicalisation Awareness Network-RAN) isimli kurulus,
bu alanda calisan 1000’den fazla kisi ve grup bilgi ve tecriibelerini
paylagmaktadir. Simdi iilke bazindaki uygulamalar gosterilecektir.

3.2.1. Almanya

Almanya oOzellikle radikal sag oOrgiitler dolayisiyla deradikalizasyon
uygulamalarini diger tilkelere nazaran daha 6nce uygulamaya baslayan ve bu
noktada daha tecriibeli bir iilkedir denebilir. Ulkedeki genel uygulayis ise
dogrudan devlet kurumlarinin siirece dahil oldugu bir yapidan ziyade, dernek
ya da vakif gibi kuruluslara izinler vererek ve onlara maddi yardim yaparak
gerceklesmektedir. Elbette ortada sugla ilgili bir durum varsa devletin bu
stirecten tamamen soyutlandigi bir durum s6z konusu degildir. Almanya i¢
istihbarat kurumu Anayasay1 Koruma Teskilat1 (BfV) tiim bu siiregleri takip
etmektedir. Bununla birlikte Demokratik Yasam programi gergevesinde
Federal Aile, Yashlar, Kadinlar ve Genglik Bakanlig1 projeler ylriitmekte
olup, deradikalizasyon uygulamalarmin asil takipg¢isi ve maddi destekgisidir.
Yapilan uygulamalar asir1 sag, asirt sol, radikal Islamcilik ya da escinsel
diismanlig1 gibi konulari icermektedir (Ceviz, 2021, s.201). Yine federal gog
ve miilteci dairesi “Radikallesme Danigma Merkezi” ile danigmanlik hizmeti
vererek gerekli yonlendirmeleri yapmaktadir. Merkezdeki personel alaninda
0zel olarak egitilmektedir (BMI, 2020). HAYAT projesi kapsaminda
radikallesmis kisilerle dogrudan goriisiilmektedir. Gerektiginde ise ilgili
kisinin yakin ¢evresi olan ebeveynine, ailesine ve arkadasina da rehberlik
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yaparak ilgili kisiye sosyal ortam destegi saglanmaktadir (Ceviz, 2021,
s5.207).

Journal EXIT-Deutschland (Cikis Dergisi-Almanya) isimli dergi 6rnegine az
rastlanir bir sekilde deradikalizasyon ve asiricilik alaninda bilimsel yaym
yapan bir dergidir. 2013 yilinda faaliyete gecen akademik dergi terérizm,
agiricilik ve deradikalizasyon konularinda yapilan bilimsel ¢alismalarin ve
saha tecriibelerinin yayinlamakta ve ydntem noktasinda Snemli bilgiler
paylagmaktadir.

2017 yilinda ise yapilan kanuni degisikliklerle, iilkedeki mahkimlarin
denetimli serbestlik uygulamasindan yararlanabilmesi igin deradikalizasyon
egitimlerine katilm secenegi getirilmistir. Program goniilliilik esash
olmasina karsin programi basari ile bitirdigi kanaati olusan kisiler hakkinda
hakim karar1 ile ceza indirimi gibi tesvikler bulunmaktadir (Miicke vd.,
2016, akt. Ceviz, 2021). Ayrica talep halinde kisi cezaevinde iken ailesine,
kisi cezaevinden c¢iktiktan sonra ise 12 ay boyunca danigmanlik
yapilmaktadir (VPN, 2020).

3.2.2. Banglades

Banglades’te  deradikalizasyon = uygulamalari  cezaevlerinde  degil,
radikallesmeyi Onleme faaliyetlerini de icine alacak sekilde medrese, cami
gibi dini mekéanlar ve imam ile cemaat liderleri gibi toplumsal figlrlere
yonelik bir programdir. Ayrica temel mesajlart iletmek icin hedef bdlgenin
disindaki yerlerden de etkili figlirler programa dahil edilmistir (El-Said
2012, akt. Akbas, 2020). Programlarda islam’mn baris dini olmast,
cogulculuga 6nem vermesi gibi konular1 igeren sempozyum, acik oturum
gibi programlar diizenlenerek fikirlerin miicadele edecegi platformlar
kurulmustur. Bu c¢alismalar yayinlarla, igsizlere finansal desteklerle,
katilimcilarin ileriye yonelik egitimlerini destekleme ve bazi hiikiimliilerin
ailelerine yardimci olma gibi faaliyetlerle de desteklenmistir (Laiq ve
Hearne, 2010, s.4).

3.2.3. Cezayir

Islame1 terdrist gruplarla 1990 yilindan beri miicadele eden Cezayir’in
yaptig1 caligmalar1 deradikalizasyon faaliyetleri basliginda degerlendirmek
miimkiindiir. Ik ifade edecegimiz faaliyet grubu goniillii olarak terdr
orgiitlerinden ayrilip teslim olan kisilerdir. Bunlara yonelik olarak aflar ve
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ceza indirimleri uygulanmustir. Ikinci deradikalizasyon faaliyet grubu ise
tilkede ki birligi yeniden saglamaya yonelik olmustur. Uygulanan yontemler
catismalardan dolay1 isyerleri zarar goren, issiz kalan, gorevden alinan
kisilerin gorevlerine tekrar dénmesini saglayip ekonomik zararlarin tazmin
edilmesi seklindedir. Bu tazminat diizelmis militanlara, hapis cezasi alan
siddet yanlis1 asiricilara ve savas siliresince ya sivil ya da militanlar
tarafindan oldiiriilenlerin 6zellikle ihtiyag sahibi olan ailelerine yOnelik
saglik ve egitim desteklerini igermekteydi (El-Said, 2012, 9). Ancak
uygulamada sorunlar olmusg ve deradikalizasyon faaliyetleri bagarili ilerleyen
insanlar devletin taahhiit ettigi tazminatlar1 alamamis ve gorevlerine
donememistir. Bu kisilerin is bulmada yasadiklar1 zorluklar, devletin bu
kisilere legal siyasi faaliyetleri yasaklamasi, egitim ve rehabilitasyon
noktasinda bir uygulamanin bulunmamasi gibi nedenlerden otiirii, radikal
fikirli bu kisiler marjinallesmis ve siire¢ tekrar kriminalize olmalariyla
sonuglanmistir.

3.2.4. Malezya

Radikallesmis Miisliimanlara yonelik olarak Malezya’da, hiikiimet diger
iilkelerde de gorildiigii gibi cezaevi odakli bir program uygulamistir.
Kisilerin psikolojik rehabilitasyon ve danismanlik yardimlari ile daha ilimh
bir yaklasim benimsemeleri ve yaptiklarindan pismanlik duymalarini
saglamak hedeflenmistir (El-Said, 2012, akt. Akbas, 2020). Uygulanan
rehabilitasyon Aslam, Othman ve Rosili’ye gore (2016, s.158) dort
asamalidir:  ilk adimda polisle beraber damsmanlar radikal ideolojinin
Islam’in carpitilmis bir hali oldugunu ifade eder. ikinci adimda danismanlar,
radikal ideolojinin irdelenmesi igin miinazara baslatir. Uciincii adimda
Kuran’m dogru yorumlanyla, carpitilms fikirler degistirilir. Dordiincii
adimda Islam’a dair genis bir ilmi egitim siireci baslatilir. Bu programa
katilmay1 kabul etmeyenler cezaevinde tecrit edilmis ve diger mahkimlarla
iletisimi kestirilmigtir. Programa katilanlar ise alt1 ayda bir uzman kisiler
tarafindan olusturulan bir komite tarafindan degerlendirilmistir. Program
stiresince kisiler aileleriyle de sik sik goriistiiriilerek normallesme yolunda
motive edilmeye ¢alisilmistir (Fink ve El-Said, 2011 s. 11).

3.2.5. Misir

Misir’da dini radikallesmeye karsi deradikalizasyon uygulamalarinda ise
odak noktasi cezaevleridir. Diinyaca {inlii Islami ilimler alaninda faaliyet
gosteren Al-Azhar Universitesi’nden akademisyenler ile din adamlar,
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tutuklularla goriistiiriilmiistiir. Daha sonra ikna edilen radikal grup liderleri,
hiikkiimet tarafindan diger cezaevlerinde bulunan grup Uyeleriyle
goriistiirilerek tovbe edip siddet yolunu terk etmelerini tavsiye etmistir.
Bununla birlikte liderlerin basin agiklamasi yapmasi saglanarak cezaevi
disinda bulunan iiyelere de ulagmasi saglanmistir (Fink ve El-Said, 2011,
s.8).

3.2.6. Pakistan

Pakistan {ilkesindeki dini radikallere karsi Swat bdolgesine yaptigt 2009
yilindaki operasyonda, yakalanan bine yakin militanlara ydnelik
rehabilitasyon programi uygulamaya baslamistir. Programa daha sonra
militanlarin aileleri de dahil edilmistir. Programin 6zelliklerine baktigimizda
dort alt baghiga sahip oldugunu goérmekteyiz. Genel egitim, psikolojik
danismanlik, sosyal ve aile iligkileri ile mesleki egitim. Su ana kadar 700
kisinin yeniden topluma kazandirildigi ifade edilmistir (Polis Akademisi
Raporu, 2017, 5.39).

3.2.7. Suudi Arabistan

Cezaevindeki radikallere yonelik olarak tekfir, sadakat, terérizm, cihat igin
gereken kurallar, 6zsaygiya yonelik psikolojik kurslar, dini liderlige yonelik
terimler, otoritenin Onemi gibi konularin islendigi (Hoeft, 2015, s.33;
Boucek, 2009, s.17) bir program olusturulmustur. Her konu igin sinav
sisteminin bulundugu ve smavi gecemeyenlerin egitimi tekrar aldigr bu
programda simavi gegen kisiler 2-3 aylik bir siireyle Danigmanlik ve Bakim
Merkezi’ne gonderilmektedir. Bu merkezde kisilerin topluma tekrar ayak
uydurabilmeleri igin dini, mesleki ve sosyal programlar diizenlenmektedir
(Boucek, 2009, s.18). Bununla birlikte kisilere toplumsal entegrasyonda
sorun yaganmamasl i¢in maas, araba ve konut destegi, saglik sigortasi gibi
ciddi finansal destekler verilmistir (Koehler, 2017, s.260). Ayrica program
bittikten sonra bu kisilerin faaliyetlerinden aileleri de sorumlu tutulmustur.

Suudi Arabistan yetkililerin yaptig1 agiklamaya gore 2004-2007 déneminde
programda yer alan terdristlerin sadece %3-5’inin eski yasamlarina dondiigi
tespit edilmistir (Stracke, 2007, s.8). Ancak bu tespitin nasil yapildig
belirtilmemistir. Programin basar1 yiizdesi yiiksek goziikmekle birlikte bu
programa katilip basariyla bitiren ve 2007 yilinda saliverilen al-Shihri isimli
terorist, Yemen’de El Kaide liderinin yardimcisi oldugunun (Stern, 2010:
s.2) tespit edildigini de belirtmek gerekir.
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3.2.8. Turkiye

Tirkiye’de ise deradikalizasyon caligmalarinin odak noktasinin cezaevleri
oldugunu ifade edilebilir. Faaliyetteki programin asil uygulayicis1 Diyanet
Isleri Bagkanligi’dir. Cezaevlerine atanan imamlar vasitasiyla goniilliiliik
esasli, sohbet nitelikli bir program uygulanmaktadir. Programda gorev
alacak imamlara psikolog ve akademisyenlerin de goriisleri alinarak bir
calisma progranu hazirlanmis ve egitim verilmistir. Ozellikle dini istismar
eden DAES ve FETO terdr orgiitii iiyeleriyle yapilan bu goriismelerde
imamlardan istenen temel yaklasim soyledir: Kisiye degerli oldugunu
hissettirmek, ayn1 degerler iizerinden bag kurmak, degistirmeye ve ikna
etmeye caligmamak, ilmin ahlakina uygun davranarak rol model olmaya
calismak, uygun zamanda tepkisel olmayacak sorular sormak, savunma
psikolojisinden uzak tutmak, istifade kavramini 6ne ¢ikarmak, ortak metin
okumalari yapmak, aile baglarmin 6nemini hatirlatmak, alternatif ugras
alanlar1 olusturmak, kisisel bir gelecek planlanmasi. (Akbas ve Ozdemir,
2021, 5.335-337)

Bu goriismelerin haricinde yine goniilliiliik esasli seminerler diizenlenmistir.
2018 yilinda yapilan agiklamaya gore 267 ceza infaz kurumunda 299
program diizenlenmis ve 27.377 kisi bu seminerlere katilmistir. Bu sayi
mahkdimlarin yaklasik %10’u dur ( Diyanet Isleri Bagskanlig1 Din Hizmetleri
Genel Miudirligi, 2019, s.36). Yapilan programlarin ne kadar basarili
olduguna dair herhangi bir veri agiklanmamis olup, cezaevinden ¢ikan kigiler
icinde herhangi bir program bulunmamaktadir. Program sadece cezaevi
gorlismeleri seviyesinde kalmstir.

4. FETO’DE RADIKALLESME VE DERADIKALIZASYON

Bu boliime kadar radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon sureclerinin neler
oldugu ortaya konmakla birlikte; radikallesmeden doniilmesi igin yapilan ve
yapilmasi gerekenlerin neler oldugu da gdsterilmeye calisildi. Bu boliimde
ise Tlrkiye’de darbe girisiminde bulunarak mevcut devleti ele gegirmeye
calisan ve kendi inanglar1 dogrultusunda yeni bir devlet kurmaya hedefli bir
yapilanmaya dair degerlendirmeler yapilacaktir. Oncelikle bir gok dzelligi
biinyesinde barindirmas1 ve kompleks yapisi nedeniyle FETO’nin 0zl
ortaya konulup bu galigmadaki konumu gosterilmeye calisilacak; ardindan
deradikalizasyon siiregleri baglaminda FETO niin gelecegi tartisilacaktir.

4.1. Bir Orgiit Olarak FETO
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Daha once de ifade edildigi gibi FETO, Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti
tarafindan “radikal gorlisleri savunan silahli bir kilt orgit” olarak
tanimlanmigti (Cumhurbaskanligi Yayinlari, 2021). Bu baglamda kiilt 6rgiit
radikallesmesi acisindan FETO’yii detaylandirmak gerekirse karsimiza su
temel Ozellikler ortaya cikacaktir:

a.FETO, sahte mehdi/mesih temelli bir kiilt yapilanmadir. Orgiit
icerisinde tek otorite Fetullah Giilen’dir. Yalnizca onun kitaplari okunmakta
ve vaazlar1 dinlenmektedir. Orgiit liderine baghlik en iist seviyededir. Lider
stirekli  yiiceltilmekte, ona itaatle ahiret hayatinin kazanilacag
diisiiniilmektedir. Orgiit lideri masum ve glinahtan miinezzehtir, Allah
tarafindan yanlig yapmaktan korunmaktadir. Bundan dolay: 6rgiit liderine ait
her sey kutsal kabul edilir. Kesilen sa¢ ve tirnaklari, giysileri, i¢ ¢amasirlart
kutsanir ve bunlara sahip olmanin bir ayricalik olduguna inanilir (Caha,
2016, 105). Bu durum radikallesmenin temelini olugturmaktadir.

b.Orgiit lideri, grubunu yonetebilmek icin riiyalar ve kehanetleri
kullanarak mistik bir alan olusturmustur. Calinan sinav sorularinin, liderin
riiyasinda ilham oldugu sOylenmistir. Benzer sekilde pek cok eski lye
aciklamasinda ve raporlarda orgiit liderinin 6nceden haberi oldugu olaylari,
riiyasinda gordiigiinii sdyledigi belirlenmistir (ilhan, 2021, s.122). Bu
rilyalastirma  yoluyla verilen gorevler mesruluk kazanmakta ve
sorgulanmaktan kurtulmaktadir. Orgit lideri Hz. Peygamber, Cebrail ve
Allah’la bile riiya aleminde goriistigiinii iddia etmistir. Kisilere anlatilan bu
rilyalar devlet sirlarinin diger ilkelerin istihbarat servislerine verilmesi
emrini bile sorgulatmayacak bir tesir olusturmustur.

c.Orgiit sadece kendi grubunu kutsamakta ve tanri tarafindan segilmis
olduklarimi vaaz etmektedir. Onlar1 kutsal bir yolun yolcular1 ve c¢ilekesleri
olarak motive etmektedir. Bu diisiince ile radikallesen Orgiit iiyeleri
iclerinden c¢iktiklar1 topluma saldiracak noktaya gelmislerdir. Bununla
birlikte orgiitten ayrilmak ya da orgiitiin istemedigi bir davranista bulunmak
bir fobiye doniistiriilmiistir. Kisi orgiitten ayrildiginda kafir olmakla, dini
inkar etmekle, Allah’in sevgisini ve korumasini kaybetmekle korkutulmus
(ilhan, 2021, 5.125), 6rgiit i¢i fisleme ve takip faaliyetleriyle her hareketinin
ilahi bir gii¢ tarafindan izlendigi diisiincesine ikna edilmistir.

¢.Orgiit siirekli organizasyon yapisi gelistirme gayreti igerisinde olmustur.
Devlet organizasyonun disinda hem legal hem illegal ydntemlerle kendi
sosyoekonomik sistemini kurmustur. Bazi legal faaliyetleri disinda adeta bir
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organize su¢ Orgiitii vasfiyla ek finans kaynagi saglamaya calistigi da
sOylenebilir (santaj, baski, zorlama, uydurma kaset, video vb.) (HSYK Genel
Kurul Karar1, 2016: 7-8).

d.Dinler aras1 diyalog ¢ercevesinde, semavi dinlerin temsilcileri ile
goriiserek, kendisini Islam adina muhatap/yetkili gostermeye calisarak ulusal
ve uluslararas1 boyutta mesru olarak algilanmay1 hedeflemistir ki aslinda bu
durum en ¢ok etnik milliyet¢i/ayrilikgr orgiitlerde goriilmektedir (Sert vd.,
2020, s.20).

e.Orgiit dini onderlik iddias1 yaninda uluslararasi bir egitim hareketi
goziikecek sekilde baska bir yapilanmaya daha girismis ve yaklasik 170
llke/bdlgesinde-6zerk cumhuriyetinde din-siyaset-para ekseninde faaliyet
gOsteren bir organizasyon hiiviyetine biiriinmiistiir (TBMM Raporu, 2017:
73).

f.Orgiit, diinya {izerindeki tiim iiyelerinin kullanabilecegi, sosyal veri aglarin
kullanarak denetlenemeyen teknik ag sistemi iizerinden Orgiit iletisimini
saglayabilecek araglar gelistirmistir. (Bylock vb.) (TBMM Raporu, 2017:
74) Bu baglamda orgiitin gerek ulusal gerekse de uluslararasi faaliyet
gosterebilen oldukca kompleks bir yap1 oldugu unutulmamalidir.

g.Orgiitin mahrem yapilanmasi iiziim salkimi modeli olarak ifade
edilebilecek hiicre yapilanmasina sahiptir. Orgiitiin hiyerarsik yapisi iginde
yer alan insanlar en fazla bagl olduklari abiyi bilirler; onun {izerindeki
halkanin kimlerden olustugunu bilmezler (Caha, 2016, s.103). Ayni durum
imam olarak nitelenen Ust dizey sorumlular icin de gecerlidir. Her hiicre
iiziim salkiminda oldugu gibi digerlerinden bagimsizdir. Her tane bir dala
baglanmakta, her dal bir ana dala baglanmakta, sonugta her dal tek bir
kaynaga baglanmaktadir. Bu dal da orgiit elebasidir.

4.2. FETO’de Radikallesme

FETO’niin en temel ideolojisini kisaca aciklamak gerekirse,
carpitilmis dini yorumlar temelinde olusturulmus bir Mehdi/Mesih inanci
oldugudur. Bu segcilmis kisi, Tirkiye’yi Komunizm ele gegirmek tzereyken
ortaya ¢ikmis ve insanlarin inanglarini  Ozgilirce yasayabilmesinin
miicadelesini vermistir. Orgiit dini kaynaklar1 ancak kendi ¢ikarlarina
uyuyorsa kullanmuig, orgiit {iyelerinin dini kaynaklara ulagmasi iizerinde
mutlak bir kontrol kurmustur. Bununla birlikte temel dini kaynaklar daima
orgiit liderinin yazdig1 kitaplardir. Orgiit iiyelerinin gerceklestirdigi sohbet
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halkalarinda Said Nursi’nin eserleri de okunmakla birlikte esas olarak sadece
Gilen’in yazdiklar dikkate alinir (Caha, 2016, s.104). Kabaca 6zetlenen bu
ideoloji gergevesinde insanlarin inanglar1 istismar edilmis ve siire¢ yillar
igerisinde silahli siddet kullanimina kadar ilerlemistir.

FETO’niin radikallesme siirecindeki uygulamalarina bakildiginda ise
diger gruplarin aksine Orgiitiin kiiclik yasta kisileri devsirmeye calistig
goriilmektedir. Ozellikle dershane ve egitim kurumlan diizeyinde baslayan
devsirme cabalari, orgiit biiylidiikce diger is kollarinda da devam etmistir.
Bir FETO abisinin, 6grencisini anne babasinin yaninda uyarmasi, azarlamasi
(ilhan, 2021, s.127) gibi davranislari kisinin baglanma nesnesini daha
cocukken orgiit olmasim saglamustir. Orgiit ticari iliskilere de biiyiik Snem
vermis, mensuplarinin herhangi bir ihtiyacin1 sadece orgiit mensuplarinin
islettigi isletmelerden temin etmesini istemistir. Sadece bununla kalmamig
Orgiite ait televizyon, radyo kanallar1 ve gazeteleri disindaki tiim medya
kuruluslarimin takip edilmesi yasaklanmistir. Bdylece kisinin sadece orgiit
mensuplartyla evlenebildigi, ticaret yaptigi, hep ayni kaynaklardan haber
aldigi, toplumun diger kesimlerinden yalitilmis bir ekosistem
olusturulmustur. Boylece kisi hayatinin her aninda “biz” ve “onlar” ayrimini
hisseder hale gelmistir. Ornegin darbe sorgulamalarinda FETO
mensuplaria “siz” diye baglayan sorular sormak yerine “sen” diye baslayan
Sorular soruldugunda farkli cevaplar alindig1 goriilmiistiir (Polis Akademisi
Yaynlari, 2017, s.27) Ornekte de goriildiigii gibi kisiler her anlarinda “biz”
bilinciyle hareket eder hale gelmislerdir. Bu biiyiikk cemaat yapisi,
radikallesme siirecinde ki en 6nemli etmendir.

Orgiit sosyallesme diizeyini kendine has bir dil kullanmaya kadar
gotiirmiistiir. Emniyet Genel Miidiirliigii tarafindan hazirlanan FETO
sozliigiinde, FETO’ye 6zgii 1094 terim agiklanmakta, ayrica Farsa/Arapga
kokenli 756 kelimeye yer verilmektedir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2020). Orgiitiin
kisinin temel ihtiyaclarmin karsiladigi, is ve es buldugu, dini egitim
alabildigi, makam ve mevki elde edebildigi bir noktaya gelmesiyle, bireyin
radikallesmesinin oldukca kolaylastigi ifade edilmelidir. Ciinkii hem bu
diinyasint hem de ahiretini kurtarabilecegi bir ideoloji buldugu hissiyati
olusturulmustur. Bununla birlikte FETO radikallesmesi diger dini drgiitlerin
aksine oOrgut hedeflerini herkesten gizleyen ve bunu azami derecede
uygulayan bir yapr kurmustur. Kamuoyunda higbir radikal diislincelerini
belirtmemelerine karsin, sadece kendi Orgiitlerini yiiceltmis ve hedeflerine
ulasmak icin ¢ift karakterligi bir yasam bicimi olusturulmustur. Orgiitiin,
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devleti ele gecirmek gibi tiim hedefleri devlet aygitlarina yerlesip giliclenene
kadar yillarca gizlenmistir. Yukarida bahsedilen sosyal ortam sayesinde bu
gizlilik ve ¢ift karakterlik rahatca uygulanabilmis ve radikallesme siireci
diger orgiitlerin aksine adim adim ilerletilerek otuz yila yakin devam
etmistir. 2016 yilindaki darbe girisimi sonrasinda bile glinumiizde halen yeni
desifrelerin oluyor olmasi, bu cift karakterligin ve radikallestirmenin ne
denli basarili uygulandiginin bir gostergesidir.

FETO’niin kamuoyundaki pozitif mesajlar1 ile gizli hedeflerinin
farklilig1 bir kenara birakildiginda orgiitsel yapilanmasi, hiyerarsik durumu
gibi noktalar diger dini kiilt orgiit ve teroér Orgiitii yapilanmalariyla
benzerlikler gostermektedir. Diger orgiitlerdeki radikallesme siireci, liderin
otoritesi, “secilmislik” mefhumu ve bireylerin “ahiretlerini kazanmak™ i¢in
terorii normallestirmesi diger dini radikal gruplarla olan benzerlikleri olarak
ifade edilebilir. Yine orgiit i¢indeki kati hiyerarsik yapi, mutlak otoriteye
boyun egme, 6diil ve ceza sistemleri ya da Orgiite giriste yemin ettirilmesi
gibi hususlar (Sert vd., 2020, s.21) diger orgiitlerle olan benzerliklerdir.

Bu genel degerlendirmelerin  haricinde yukarida gosterilen
radikallesme teorilerinin FETO ile uyumlu olup olmadig: diisiiniilebilir. Bu
noktada FETO’niin de eylem ve diisiince piramitlerindeki kistaslara gore
degerlendirilmesi daha dogru olacaktir. Oncelikle “diisiince piramidi”
acisindan bakilacak olursa, en alt katmanda yer alan tarafsiz kitlenin
FETO’niin dershanesine giden, yurtlarinda kalmak zorunda alan, onlarla
ayn1 fikirde olmasa bile ticari ya da mesleki ¢ikar saglamayi uman kisilerce
olustugu sdylenebilir. Zaten bu durum FETO’niin bilingli bir sekilde
olusturdugu bir durumdur. Orgiit egitim ve ticaret gibi bazi noktalarda
tekelleserek tabanini genisletmeyi, tarafsiz kisileri bile kendi semsiyesi altina
toplayabilmeyi amaglamustir. Diisiince piramidinin bir tist katmani olan
“sempatizanlar” katmanindaki kisiler ise cogunlukla orgiitiin evleri ve
yurtlarinda kalan, Orgiitsel organizasyonlarda gorev alan kisilerden
olusmaktadir. Orgiit sempatizanlar1 hiyerarside bir {ist stnifa gecebilmek igin
Orgut icerisinde daha fazla sorumluluk alarak 6rgutiin ahlaki ideolojisini
icsellestirmeleri gerekmektedir (Demirden, 2019, s.157). Bu gruptaki
kisilerin siddet kullanimi gibi radikal fikirlere istiraki olmasa da tamamiyla
orgultin safinda yer alan kisilerden olustugu belirtilmelidir. En {ist katman
olan “hakli ¢ikaricilar” ise Orgiitiin hedeflerine ulasmasi i¢in yapacagi her
faaliyetin mubah oldugunu diisiinen kesimi ifade etmektedir. FETO’niin
vermis oldugu sosyal kimlik ve aidiyet duygusu tarafindan sarilan kisi, diger
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tim sosyal kimlikleri ikinci siraya itmis ve tiim kutsal degerleri Orgiit
tarafindan belirlenmis birine doniismiistiir. Bu kisiler 6rgiit yoneticilerinden
aldiklar1 gorevleri tereddiitsiiz yerine getirmisler, yaptiklart mesleklerini,
niifuzlarm orgiitlin emrine vermekten c¢ekinmemislerdir. Emniyet, ordu,
istihbarat, hukuk gibi devletin en Onemli organlarindaki kadrolar
haksizliklarla ele gecirmeyi, vatana ihanet olarak degerlendirilebilecek
davraniglarin orgiitiin ilahi/agkin amaglariyla degistirebilmislerdir.

Eylem piramidine baktigimizda ise hatirlanacaktir ki en alt katmanda
“pasifler” olarak nitelendirilen grup bulunmaktaydi. Pasiflerden kasit, fikri
olarak radikallesmis olsa da eyleme gecme istegi, yetenegi ve
motivasyonuna sahip olmamay1 ifade etmektedir. FETO 6zelinde bu gruplar
haricinde, bir de eyleme gegmemesi istenen bir grup eklenmelidir. Istihbarat
teskilat1 ciddiyetinde olusturulan bu “uyuyan hiicreler” kendilerine verilecek
gorev  gelene  kadar, aldiklar1 emir geregi hicbir faaliyette
bulunmamaktadirlar. Bu eylemsizlik hali on yillarca siirebilmekte, kimsenin
onlardan sliphe duymamasi saglandiktan sonra harekete gecmeleri
istenebilmektedir. Eylem piramidinin ikinci katmam olan “aktifler” ise
ozellikle yasal alanda faaliyet gésteren kisilerdir. FETO’niin hem toplum
katmanlarina hem de devlet organizasyonuna ydnelik birgok legal
yapilanmasi  bulundugundan elemanlarinin ¢ogunlugu yasal alanda
faaliyetler gostermislerdir. “Seffaflik en biiyiik gizliliktir” prensibinden
hareketle bircok dernek, vakif, isletme vb. araglar kullanilmig ve bu araglar
Orgiitiin yararma calistinlmistir. Egitim agiyla oOrgiite yetenekli personel
teminine calisilmis, sirketler agiyla ekonomik gelirler arttirilmis, medya
yoluyla propaganda ve dezenformasyon faaliyetlerine girisilmis, her sektor
ve ¢ikar grubunun igine dahil olunmus ve nihayetinde yiiz binlerce kisinin
icinde bulundugu legal goriiniimlii bir ekosistem olusturulmustur. FETO’niin
giic kaynagmin bu katmandan geldigi sOylenebilir. Piramidin bir sonraki
katmani olan “radikaller” ise FETO’nln kamuoyuna gorlinmeyen
yapilanmasinin aktdrleridirler. “Abi”, “Abla”, “Imam” gibi sifatlara haiz bu
radikaller, kendilerine verilen illegal gorevleri yerine getirmekte, soz gelimi
bir okulda hademe olarak calisirken o okulun miiduriinden sorumlu
olmaktadir. Orgiitiin gizlilige ve ¢ift karakterligi verdigi dnem o6zellikle
radikallesme katmaninda istedigi gorevlerle dogru orantili olacak sekilde
artmaktadir. Kimlikler tam anlamiyla ters yiliz olarak, giindiiz toplumun
saygi duydugu kisi, o giiniin aksaminda Orglit i¢in hara¢ toplayabilmekte ya
da kuryelik yapabilmektedir. Eylem piramidinin son katmani olan
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“terOristler” ise Orgilit icin kat akitmaktan geri durmayan kigilerden
olugmaktadir. 15 Temmuz darbe girisiminde sivil halkin {izerine agilan
atesler ya da Rusya Biiyiikelgisi Karlov’a yonelik suikast gibi hadiseler,
FETO’niin kan dokebilme konusunda orgiit {iyelerini ne kadar basarili bir
sekilde ikna edebildiginin somut gostergeleri olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

FETO’niin yukarida diisiince ve eylem piramidi olarak anlatilan
katmanlara ¢ok benzer sekilde, kendi sifreleme yontemiyle de olusturdugu
gorlilmiistiir. Buna gore Orgiit insanlar1 bes kategoriye ayirmistir ve bunlarin
her birini 1 ila 5 arasinda bir say1 ile ifade etmistir (Caha, 2016, s.97). “1”
numara olarak kodlanan kisi, 6rgiitiin gdziinde islam dairesinin disinda, kafir
ya da miirtet olarak degerlendirilecek ve Orgiitiin hasmi olarak nitelendirilen
kisidir. “2” numarali kisiler ise yine islam dairesinin disinda degerlendirilen
ancak orglte sempati duyan ve oOrgutlin faaliyetlerine dahil edilebilecek,
kullanilabilecek kisileri ifade eder. “3” numara ile kodlanan kisi ise orgiitiin
disinda kalan diger Islami yapilardir. “4” numaral kisi ise, orgiite goniil
vermis ve Orglit icin calisan kisilerdir. “5” numara ile kodlanan kisi ise
kendini maddi manevi orgiit i¢in feda etmeye hazir, kendini rgiite adamis
kisilerdir. Orgiitiin hasim olarak belledigi ve Islam dairesinin disinda
addettigi tarafsiz vatandaglara yonelik kullandig1 terminoloji oldukga dikkat
cekicidir. Bununla birlikte ortaya konan siniflandirmanin yukarida zikredilen
gruplarla olduk¢a muvazi oldugu da sarihtir.

Orgiitiin bu radikallesme siireclerini yine kendi terminolojisiyle ifade
ettigi bir baska ornek ise “4H” kodlamasidir. Bunlar “hizmet”, “hikmet”,
“himmet” ve ‘“hidayet” isimli birbirini tamamlayan dort halkadir (Caha,
2016, s.105). FETO’ye gore her orgiit iiyesi tiim mal varligiyla orgiite
hizmet etmelidir. Ondan beklenen salt olarak hizmettir ve 6rgit Gyesinin
yapacagl her faaliyette bu hizmete dahildir. FETO, orgiit elemanlarinin
yapaca@ her faaliyeti kutsamak ve tesvik etmek icin orgiitiin adim1 “hizmet
hareketi” olarak degistirmistir. “Hizmet” faaliyetlerinde gerekli gdsteren
kisiler “hikmet” mertebesine erisir. Bu mertebede asil olan, verilen her
emirde bir hikmet oldugu ve sorgulanmamasi gerektigidir. Boylece kisinin
tam anlamiyla kursun askere doniismesi saglanir. Burada da iizerine diiseni
yapabilenlerden ise diger merhale olan “himmet” beklenir. “Himmet”
merhalesinde elemanlarin Orgiit icin bagislar yapmasi, bir baska degisle
himmette bulunmasi istenir. Bu sayede hem bu diinyada hem de ahirette
orgiit liderinin sefaatine ve himmetine erisilecek yol agilacaktir. Son merhale
olan “hidayet” ise Orgiit elemanlarinin gosterdikleri baglilik ve yaptiklari
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hizmetlerin karsilig1 olarak, se¢ilmis kisi olan orgiit lideri tarafindan “sefaat”
ile 6dullendirilmesidir.

4.3. FETO’niin Deradikalizasyonu

Ozellikle 15 Temmuz 2016 yilindaki darbe girisiminin ardindan,
Turkiye Cumhuriyeti FETO’ye kars1 biiyiik bir miicadele siireci baslatmustir.
Darbe girisiminin bastirilmasinin ardindan yapilan sorusturmalarla 125.678
kisi kamu gorevinden ihra¢ edilmis, 3213 kisinin riitbesi geri alinmig, 2761
kurum kapatilmistir ( OHAL Islemleri inceleme Komisyonu, 2022). Tiirk
Silahli Kuvvetleri’nden 150’si general olmak Uzere 24.388 ordu personeli
atilmistir (Tgrthaber, 2014). Terdr orgiitii iiyeligi suclamasiyla goriilen
mahkemelerde ise 123.252 kisi FETO iiyeliginden mahkiim olmustur.
29.455 kisi firari halde iken 19.252 kisi cezasini cezaevinde gekmektedir
(Takvim, 2022). 104.000 kisi ise adli kontrol altindadir (Anadolu Ajansi,
2022).

Bireyin tiim sosyal hayatim1 igine alan, onu radikallestiren ve
kurtulusun ancak bu yapida oldugu doktrini ile hareket eden bu
yapilanmanin, binlerce mensubu cezaevinde bulunmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de
silahl1 bir terdr orgiitiine iiye olmanin Tiirk Ceza Kanununa gore 7 y1l 6 ay
hapis cezasi oldugundan hareketle, iyi hal indirimleri de dikkate alinarak bir
Orgat GOyesinin 5-7 yil arasinda hapis cezasi alacagi sdylenebilir. Darbe
tesebbiisiiniin ardindan yapilan bu tutuklamalarin ¢ogunun, en geg
onlimiizdeki birkag yil igerisinde bitecegi de goziikmektedir. Bu noktada
Turkiye’nin binlerce radikal fikirli, iilkenin en iyi okullarinda egitim gormiis,
meslek sahibi, eli silah tutan bu insanlara dair bir deradikalizasyon programi
olusturup olusturmamasi gerektigi tartigilmalidir.

Tutuklanan teroristlerin cezaevinde kendisini bekleyen ve teselli
edecek arkadaslartyla yeniden bir araya gelecegi, cezaevinde kendisi gibi
diistinen, destekleyici ve hiyerarsik bir ag igerisinde olacagi, cezaevi
disindaki kagak hayattan, ifsa olma endisesinden ve tutuklanma baskisindan
kurtulma imkani saglayabilecegi gergegi de unutulmamalidir (Hoffman,
1985, s.4). Yaklasik 42 bin kiginin itiraf¢1 olarak etkin pismanliktan
yararlanmasi (Sener, 2022) ve adli kontrolle serbest birakilmasina karsin,
yaklasik 70 bin kisinin devletle herhangi bir igbirligine gitmemesi gercegi,
FETO’de bir deradikalizasyon goriilmesinden ziyade yeniden yapilanma
goriilmesinin daha olas1 oldugunu gostermektedir. Ozellikle cezaevinde
bulunan kisilerin infazlarmin sone ermesiyle bagslayacak siirece dikkat
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edilmelidir. Bu noktada basina yansiyan haberler de bu savi destekler
niteliktedir. Polisin yaptig1 FETO operasyonlarinda, yeniden yapilanma igin
giivenlik rehberi hazirlandigi goriilmiis ve yeni haberlesme uygulamasi
kullanildig tespit edilmistir (Trthaber, 2022) . Yine basina yansiyan bir
bagka haberde ise yeni iiye temini i¢in {iniversitelerde yapilanmalar kurmaya
calisildigr tespit edilmistir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2022). Bir baska operasyonda
ise 678 kurye ile yeniden yapilanma ic¢in gonderilen 26 milyon Lira
degerinde para ve altin ele gecirilmistir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2022). Ortaya
konan verilere bakarak FETO’niin cezaevi infazlarinin bitimi sonrasina
hazirlandigi ve yeniden bir yapilanma igine girdigi ¢ok acik¢a ifade
edilebilir. Toplumun bu orgiite olan nefreti ve soguklugu da hesaba
katildiginda bu kisilerin yeniden orgiitiin sosyal ¢evresine diismesinin zemini
hazir gdziikmektedir. Bu da Tiirkiye’nin orta ve uzun vadede yeni bir FETO
dalgasiyla kargilasma ihtimalini dogurmaktadir.

SONUC

Kisinin radikallesme siireci tespit edilirse, bu siire¢ engellenerek
radikalligin 6niine gecilebilecegi diigiiniilmiis ve 11 Eyliil’den buyana cesitli
programlar ortaya konmustur. Ingiltere gibi kimi iilkeler radikallesmenin
engellenmesi agirlikli calisirken, Almanya Orneginde oldugu gibi kimi
tilkelerde  deradikalizasyon  agirlikli  caligmalar  yiiriitilmektedir.
Deradikalizasyon uygulamalarinda her {ilkenin kendi 6zel sartlar1 dolayisiyla
farkli programlar ortaya ¢ikmustir. Ancak basarili uygulamalara bakildiginda
tim {ilkelerde uygulanabilecek adimlarin bulundugunu sdyleyebilmekte
miimkiindiir. Oncelikle kisinin neden radikallestigi tespit edilmelidir. Kisinin
radikallesme adiminda mutlaka bir kriz igerisinde olmasi 6n sart1 ve radikal
grubun bu krizin ¢Oziimiine yoOnelik bireye yardim eli uzattigi
unutulmamalidir. Bu noktada kisinin temel haklari, siyasal, sosyal ve
ekonomik haklarina riayet anahtar roldedir denebilir. Devletlerin oncelikle
“haklar” noktasinda Odevlerini yerine getirmis olmasi gerekmektedir.
Bireyin adalet duygusunun zedelenmemesi en Onemli noktadir.
Radikallesme batakligr kurutulmadan deradikalizasyon uygulamalarindan
beklenen fayda hésil olmayacaktir.

Tiurkiye 0zelinde ise gerek etnik gerek ideolojik gerekse de dini birgok
teror Orglitli ortaya ¢ikmig ve faaliyetlerine devam etmektedir. Bu baglamda
Ozellikle Tlrkiye’de yapilacak akademik calismalarin terér, radikalizasyon
ve deradikalizasyon siireclerine 1s1k tutacagi muhakkaktir. FETO’de
radikallesme, diger dini istismar eden orgiitlerde oldugu gibi toplumdan
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diglanmig  kisilerin  himayesiyle baglamaktadir. Din istismart ile
sorgulanamaz hale gelmis ve eninde sonunda amaglar igin siddet
kullanmistir. Bu baglamda kisilerin ailelerinden ve sosyal cevrelerinden
koparilmasi, giliniin 24 saatini orgiitiin verdigi emirleri uygulamakla geciren
bir robotlagma siireci, yiiksek diizeyde gizlilik, istihbarat tekniklerinin
kullanimi gibi birgok husus FETO’de goze carpan diger niteliklerdir. Her ne
kadar kendi diinya goriigiine gore farkli terminoloji ve uygulamalara sahip
olsa da, radikallesme teorilerinin FETO’yii agiklamakta kullanilabilecegi
gorilmistiir.

Bununla birlikte deradikalizasyon sureclerinin halen pratikten teori
cikarma noktasinda olmasi ve her iilkenin kendine has yontemler uygulamasi
dolayisiyla net bir kiyaslamadan bahsedilememistir. Ancak her haliikarda
FETO’niin, gerek orgut liderinin ele gegirilememesi gerekse de mahrem
yapilarinin tamaminin desifre olmamasi1 nedeniyle bir deradikalizasyon
strecine girmedigi kesindir. Tutuklu bulunan ve yurtdisina kagmak zorunda
kalan elemanlarmin deradikalizasyonuna dair de bir ¢aligmaya
goriilmemistir. Elbette sempatizan olarak ifade edilecek en dis halkadaki
kisiler orgiitten kopmustur. Ancak radikal ve terorist yapilanmasinin kendini
uyuyan hiicrelere donistiirdiigii ve emir bekledigi, kolluk gii¢lerinin halen
devam eden operasyonlarindan anlasilabilmektedir. Bu baglamda FETO’de
bir deradikalizasyondan ziyade bir reorganizasyon siireci oldugu
soylenebilir.
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RADIKALLESME VE TEROR ORGUTLERINDEN AYRILMA
SURECI: DiYARBAKIR ANNELERiI ORNEGI

Zeynep BAYRAMOGLU OZTURK"
OZET

Radikallesme, asirilik yanlisi fikirlerin, cesitli psiko-sosyal faktdrler etkisi ile ve/veya kitlenin
siddete motive olmasini saglayacak faktorleri kullanarak hedef kisilere/kitlelere empoze
edilmesi siirecidir. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti kirk yili askin stiredir béltucu teror drgutu
PKK (Partiya Karkerén Kurdistané) ile miicadele etmekte, askeri, hukuki ve siyasi tedbirler
almaktadir. Buna ragmen orgiitiin eleman temin faaliyetleri biitiiniiyle bitmemistir. Orgiite
katilim oranlar diiserken, askeri caydiricilik ve ikna caligmalart ile drgiitten ayrilan kisi sayisi
artmaktadir. Calismada®, ¢ocugu terdr orgiiti PKK’ya katilan, kamusal alana ¢ikarak ve
bireysel cabalar ile ¢ocugunu geri donmeye ikna eden 10 anne ile yari1 yapilandirilmis
miilakatlar yapilmistir. Annelere ¢cocuklarinin radikallesme siirecine, orgiite katildiktan sonra
annenin kamusal alana ¢iktigi dénem ve ¢ocugun oOrgiitten ayrildigt doneme dair sorular
sorulmugtur. Cevaplar iizerinden igerik analizi yapilmus, annelerin vurguladiklari olay ve
olgular (Uzerinden Kkodlamalar yapilarak, bu kodlamalar dogrultusunda temalar
olusturulmustur. Analizler, annenin Orgiitten ayrilma siirecinde etkin bir aktdér oldugunu
gostermektedir. Annelerin oOrgiite katildiktan sonra cocuklart ile yaptiklart konusmalar
ve/veya kamusal alana ¢ikmalari, ¢ocuklarin orgiitten ayrilmalar igin itici bir gili¢ olmustur.
Cocuklarin yasadiklar1 ortamla ilgili rahatsizliklari, hayalkirikliklari, annelerinin don ¢agrist
ile orgiitten ayrilma kararina donligmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Radikallesme, Deradikalizasyon, Orgiitten Ayrilma, PKK, Anne.

RADICALISATION AND THE PROCESS OF DISENGAGEMENT
FROM TERRORIST ORGANISATIONS: THE CASE OF
DIYARBAKIR MOTHERS

ABSTRACT

Radicalization is a process of imposing extremist ideas on target people/masses under the
influence of various and/or by using factors that motivate the mass ot violence. The Republic
of Tirkiye has been struggling against the separatist terrorist organization Partiya Karkerén
Kurdistané (PKK) for more than forty years and has been taking military, legal and political
measures. Despite this, the organization’s recruitment activities are not entirely over. While
participation in the organization is decreasing, the number of people leaving the organization
is increasing due to military deterrence and persuasion efforts. In this study, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with ten mothers whose children joined the terrorist organization
PKK and who persuaded their children to return by appearing in public and through their
individual efforts. Mothers were asked questions about the process of radicalization of their
children, the process when the mother appeared in public after joining the organization and
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the process when the child disengagement from the organization. Content analysis was
performed on the answers, coding was made based on the events and facts emphasized by the
mothers, and themes were created in line with these codings. The analyzes show that the
mother is actively involved in the disengagement process. After joining the organization,
mothers’conversation with their children and/or their public appearances became a push factor
for children to leave the organization. The children’s discomfort and disappointment with the
environment they were living in the turned into a decision to disangage with their call to
return.

Keywords: Radicalization, Deradicalization, Disengagement, PKK, Mother.
GIRIiS

22 Agustos 2019 tarihinde ¢ocugunun Halklarin Demokratik Partisi
(HDP) mensuplar tarafindan kandirilarak kacirildigini iddia eden Hacire
Akar, HDP il binasi 6niinde oturma eylemi baglatmistir. Akar’in ¢gocugunun
bir siire sonra donmesi iizerine, ¢ocuklarinin o6rgiit tarafindan kandirilarak
gotirildiigiinii  diisiinen annelerin  eylemi baglamigtir. Kamuoyunda
Diyarbakir Anneleri olarak bilinen bu sivil hareket pek ¢ok ile yayilmis olup
halen devam etmektedir. Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti’nin aldigi askeri,
hukuki ve siyasi tedbirlerin yaninda, annelerin bireysel cabasi ile sonug
veren Orglitten ayrilma sonucu, terérizmle miicadele baglaminda bir
potansiyele igaret etmektedir. Terdrizmle miicadele anlaminda yapilan
kurumsal faaliyetler literatiirde daha genis yer almaktadir. Bireysel fakat
zamanla toplumsallagan bu eylemin sonu¢ vermesi ile ilgili analizler de
ayrica literatiire katki saglayacaktir. Yapilan goriismelerde, kamusal alana
cikislar1 sonrasi sosyal gevrelerinden aldiklar1 tepkiler ve nasihatler ile teror
propagandasina maruz kaldigi anlasilan kadinlarin kamusal alana g¢ikarak
cocuklarin1 geri istemesi bir 0zgilirlesme pratigi olarak da goriilebilir. Bu
Ozgiirlesme pratigi terér Orgitii tarafindan once saskinlikla karsilanmisg,
yapilan ithamlarla anneler marjinallestirilmistir. Annelerin ¢cocuklarimi talebi
karsisinda genel kitlenin Orgiite destek vermedigi gorilmistiir. Miizahir
gruplarin destegi devam ederken, annelere PKK nin kagirdig1 asker ve polis
aileleri destek vermis, Orgiitiin c¢ocuklar1 serbest birakmasi yoniinde
cagrilarda bulunmuglardir. Basin ve kamuoyu annelerin hakli taleplerini
gindemde tutmustur. Buna karsilik, orgiit baz1 anneleri 6zel olarak hedef
haline getirmis ve kendi basin organlarinda tehditlerde bulunmustur. Murat
Karayilan, “Anne 1. devletin en iyi egitilmis ajanidir ve giin gelecek Anne 1
ile ben ugrasacagim” demistir.

Radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon birden fazla aktér ve etkili
faktorlerin  biraraya gelmesi ile sekillenmektedir. Orgiitten ayrilma,
deradikalizasyon siirecinin baslangic asamasi olarak goriilmektedir. Orgiitten
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ayrilmada kisi orgiit ile fiziken kopar. Bu arastirmada radikallesme ve
orgiitten ayrilma siireglerini annelerin goziinden incelenmistir. Arastirma
sonuclar1 “anne”, “cocuk”, “aile ve sosyal gevre” ve “siyaset, devlet ve
kamuoyu” olmak iizere dort boyutta ve “Suskunluk Ddénemi”, “Kamusal
Alan” ve “Orgiitten Ayrilma Sonras1” olmak {izere ii¢ zaman kesitinde analiz
edilmistir.

Aragtirma iki ana Oykilye odaklanmistir. Birincisi bireyin
radikalleserek orgiite katildigi ve orgiitten ayrildigi siireg, ikincisi ise
annenin bu siireglerde nasil rol oynadigidir. Yapilan arastirmalar aile ve
yakin ¢evrenin her iki siiregte de etkin bir rol oynadigin1 gostermektedir. Bu
durumda izah edilmesi gereken iki soru bulunmaktadir. Kamusal alana
cikarak aktif 6zneye doniigen annenin Orgiitten ayrilmada etkin aktor
olmasini saglayan nedir? Bu iki siire¢ arasinda bir nedensellik var ise
radikallesme ve Orgiitten ayrilma literatiiri agisindan nereye karsilik
gelmektedir? Bltln bu sorularin  cevaplar1  annelerin  géziinden
degerlendirilmistir.

Bu sorular 1s1g1inda arastirma evreni su sekildedir:

Sekil 1. Arastirma Evreni (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmistir)

KAMUSAL ATAN
@
- OCUK
RADIKALLESME a ¢
TUTUMLAER
TEPKILER
SUSKUNLUK
MAHREM ALAN | |

ORGUTTEN
4\ AYRILMA

‘ ORGUTE KATILIM

Mahrem alan olarak goésterilen bolimde anne ve c¢ocuk evdedir. Cocuk
radikallesme siirecine girerken anne suskundur. Cocuk orgiite katilir ve anne
kamusal alana ¢ikar. Kamusal alanda anne, ¢esitli tutum ve tepkilerle
karsilasir. Son olarak da ¢ocuk orgiitten ayrilir ve evine doner.

Arastirmanin dort temel argiiman1 bulunmaktadir;
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- Kamusal alana ¢ikan ve aktif konuma gelen annenin, mikro diizeyde
orgiitten kopus/orgiitten ayrilma siirecinde etkili oldugu goriilmektedir.

- Suskunluk doéneminde, kabul/nétr tutum sergileyen anne, cocugunun
radikalizasyon siireci sonrasi Orgiite katilmasi ile birlikte Orgiitii reddetme
tutumu sergilemistir.

- Cocugun Orgiitten ayrilma siirecinde annenin cesareti ve kamusal alana
cikist ¢ekici bir faktordiir.

- Kamusal alana ¢ikan aktif annelerin, ¢ocuklarinin daga gotiiriilmesinde
rolii oldugunu iddia ettikleri aktorlere olan tepkilerinin temel nedeni, bu
kisilerin kendi ¢ocuklarinin giivenlik ve refah icinde bir hayat siirmeleri,
buna karsilik annelerden c¢ocuklarinin hayati risklerine kars1 sessiz
kalmalarini beklemeleridir.

Radikallesme siirecinde itici faktor olan aile ve yakin ¢evre, drgiitten
ayrilma siirecinde ¢ekici faktor haline gelmektedir. Kamusal alana ¢ikarak
ve bireysel ¢abalari ile gocuklarinin donmesini saglayan anneler terdrizmle
miicadele ¢alismalar1 i¢in Oonemli bir aktordiir. Radikallesme caligsmalari
baglaminda daha ¢ok kurumsal faaliyetlerin arastirildigi g6z Oniine
alimdiginda, annelerin géziinden radikallesme ve orglitten ayrilma siireclerini
anlamak ve analiz etmek literatiire orijinal bir katki saglayacaktir.

Arastirmanin birinci boliimiinde radikallesme ve deradikalizasyon, PKK
radikallesmesi incelenmekte ve PKK igin gelistirilen eklektik radikallesme
modeli  agiklanmaktadir.  Ikinci  bdlimde — arastirmanmin  ydntemi
aciklanmaktadir. Ugiincii boliimde kamuoyunda bilinen adi ile Diyarbakir
Anneleri tarihsel perspektiften anlatilmaktadir. Dordiincii bolimde elde
edilen bulgular Suskunluk Dénemi, Kamusal Alan ve Orgiitten Ayrilma
Sonrasi olmak iizere {i¢ zamansal kesitte degerlendirilmektir. Sonug
boliimiinde ise arastirmanin argiimanlari ile sonuglar analiz edilmekte, PKK
icin olusturulan eklektik radikallesme modeli test edilmektedir.

1. KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE

1.1. Radikallesme ve Deradikalizasyon

Radikallesme, insanlarin siyasi hedeflere ulagmak i¢in grup dis1 kisilere veya
sembolik hedeflere karsi siddet igeren araglar kullanmak icin motive
olduklan bir siiregtir (Doosje, 2016, s.79). Kavram iki anlamda ele alinir.
Biri asin ve radikal fikirlere sahip olmak, digeri ise siddet kullanmaya hazir
olmaktir. Siddet kullanimi ile birlikte ortaya ¢ikan terérizm tanimu da
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muglakligin1 korumaktadir. Ciinkii terdrizm tanimi, tanimin kim tarafindan
yapildigr ile iligkilidir. Siyasi siddet kullanan grubun ait oldugu tarafa gore
tanim degismekte (Sageman, 2017, ss.9-10), bir kisinin terdrist olarak
tamimladigim digeri Ozgiirlik savascisi olarak tanimlamaktadir (Laqueur,
2007, ss.20-23).

Radikallesme ¢aligmalarinin baglica zorlugu birincil kaynaga ulasma ve
giivenlik kurumlarimin tutumlaridir. Ayrica bilimsel anlamda giivenilir bir
model ortaya koymanin pek miimkiin olmadig1 goriilmektedir. ¢iinkii bir
kisinin radikallesme siireclerindeki tim asamalar1 ge¢ip gecmedigini
gozlemlemek ve dogrulamak zordur (King ve Taylor, 2011, s.617).
Radikallesmenin takibini giiclestiren bir diger unsur ise siire¢ icindeki
davranislarin cezai olmayan dogasidir. Miinferit diisiiniildiigiinde su¢ teskil
etmeyen davranislar, siirecin sonunda suca evrilebilir (Silver ve Bhatt, 2007,
s.10). Rasyonel tercih teorisini ortaya koyan Crenshaw, teroristlerin tutarli
davraniglart oldugunu 6ne siirer (Crenshaw, 1990, s.12). Sageman da beyin
yikama sdylemine karsi durur. Sageman’a gore beyin yikama zorla telkin
iken, teror orgitlerinin ikna yontemleri aktif bir sirectir (Sageman, 2004,
s.251).

Arastirmacilar ozellikle 11 Eyliil sonrasi kiiresellesen terdr karsisinda
caligmalarin1  radikallesme iizerine yogunlastirmigtir.  Radikallesme
siireglerinin  anlagilmasinin  giivenlik otoritelerine terdrizmi  dnleme
konusunda kullaniglt bir arag olacagi fikri, hareket noktasidir. King ve
Taylor, radikallesme modellerinin “sosyo-psikolojik siireclere dayali bir
doniisiim oldugu” fikri {izerinde birlesmektedir (King ve Taylor, 2011,
5.609). Ayrica literatiir incelendiginde anlasilmaktadir ki bir kiginin bir
asamadan diger asamaya hangi faktorlerin etkisi ile gectigi konusunda
fikirbirligi yoktur (Barlett, Birdwell ve King, 2010).

Radikallesme modellerinin genel olarak birey seviyesinde ele alindig
goriilmektedir. One ¢ikan faktorler; yoksunluk, yoksulluk, 6tekilestirilme,
magduriyet, Ofke, karizmatik liderlerdir. Bu faktorlerin etkin isledigi
durumlarda meydana gelen aksiyonlar ise sosyallesme, onceki yasamdan
kopus, etik bariyerlerin kalkmasi ve siddetin mesrulastirilmasidir. Tomas
Precht Danimarka Adalet Bakanlig1 i¢in hazirladigi raporda radikallesme
stirecinde toplanma yerleri, internet aglari, genglik kliipleri ve okullarin
onemini vurgular. (Peco, 2016, s.71). Bu asamada karsimiza Silber ve
Bahtt’in “sanal kulugcka makinasi” olarak tanmimladigi internet aglar
karsimiza g¢ikmaktadir (Silber ve bhatt, 2007, s.39). Sageman bu aglarin
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bireyler arasindaki iliskiyi sanal diinyadan ¢ikararak somutlastirdigini
sOylemektedir (Sageman, 2004, s.317). Taarnby ise iletisimde frekans
vurgusu yapar ve uzun siireli mesajlara maruz kalan kisinin oOrgiitlerin
propagandasina kars1 savunmasiz hale geldigini ifade etmektedir. (Taarnby,
2005, 5.39)

Moghaddam radikallesme siirecinde yoksulluk ve yoksunluk kavramlarina
vurgu yapmaktadir. Pek ¢ok kisi yoksul bir hayat yasayabilir ama yoksunluk
hissine sahip olmayabilir. Ama yoksunluk hissi yasayan kisiler statiilerini
degistirmek i¢in daha kolay motive olurlar (King M. ve D. Taylor, 2011,
s5.606). Stalheski ise kisilerin aile i¢inde karsilanamayan ihtiya¢larinin onlar1
orgiitlerin etkisine daha acik hale getirdigini ifade eder (Stahelski, 2005,
s.31).

Radikallesme silirecinin  basinda kisinin kendini ifade etmesi sikga
vurgulanir. Yasadigi yoksunluk, yoksulluk hislerini norm dahili kanallarla
ifade edemeyen birey norm disina ¢ikar ve buralarda teror orgiitleri ile
karsilagir. Bartlett, Birdwell ve King de alternatif bilgi kaynaklarinin
eksikliginin siddet igceren radikallesmeyi kolaylastirdigini ifade etmektedir
(Bartlett, Birdwell ve king, 2010, s.33).

Vergani ve arkadaglar issizlik ve buna bagli yetersizlik hissini itici
faktorlerden biri olarak gorur (Vergani, M., Igbal M., llbahar E., Barton G,
2018, s.9). Reiter ve arkadaslar1 da gercek hayatta diisiik statiiye sahip kisiler
icin Orgiit vesilesi ile statii kazanma fikrinin hem radikallesmede hem de
deradikalizasyonda itici bir faktér oldugunu soylerler (Reiter, Doosje ve
Feddes, 2021, s.21).

Tablo 1. Radikallegsme Modellerinin Degerlendirilmesi (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan

hazirlanmistir)
Arastirma | Faktor Aksiyon
Nesnesi
Borum Modeli Birey Sosyal ve Ekonomik Yoksulluk, | Suglama ve Baglama,
Esitsizlik ve Kirginlik Seytanlagtirma
Wiktorowitcz Birey Dis Kaynaklar, Magduriyet, | Manevi Arayis, Sosyallesme,
Modeli Ayrimcilik Degerlerin kabulu
Taarnby Modeli Birey Yabancilasma ve Otekilestirme, | Manevi Arayis, Sanal Aglar,
Cihat Kavramimin Doniigiimii Sosyallesme, Degerlerin
Kabulu, Esik Bekgisi ile
Baglanti
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Merdiven Modeli Birey Yoksunluk, Adaletsizlik Algisi Ahlaki  Angajman,  Oteki
Algisinin Pekismesi,
Ayrilmay1 Engelleyici
Mekanizmalar
Stahelski Modeli Birey Karizmatik  Liderler, Grup | Kimligini yok etme,
Dinamikleri Digerinin  kimligini  yok
etme, Seytanlagtirma
Silber ve Bhatt | Birey Kimlik, Manevi Otorite Manevi Arayis,
Modeli Doktrinasyon, Cihat Fikri
Pretch Modeli Birey Kimlik, Kisisel Travmalar, | Onceki yasamdan kopus,
Karizmatik Lider, Magduriyet, | radikal Islam yorumu, Cihat
Ayrimeilik Fikri
Moskalenko ve | Birey, Magduriyet, Siyasal ~ Kin, | Rekabet, Nefret, Sehitlik
McCauley Modeli | Grup, Benzer Gruplar, izolasyon,
Kitle
Sistemik Model Birey, Grup | Siddetin  yiiceltilmesi, grup | Etik bariyerlerin kalkmasi,
etkilesimi, rehberlik, kimlik
Sageman’in Birey Ofke, Oteki temelli bakis, Siddetle bag kurma,
Modeli mobilizasyon
Doosje, De Wolf, | Birey, Kisgisel ~Sorunlar, Dislanma, | Sosyal Kimlik olusturmak,
Mann ve Faddes | Grup, Varolugsal anlam arayis1 statli kazanmak
Modeli Kitle

Deradikalizasyon ise bireyin hem biligsel hem de davranis diizeyinde siddeti
mesru bir ara¢ olarak kullanmaktan vazgeg¢mesini ve bunun temelini
olusturan tutum ve inanglarimin degismesi anlamina gelir (Ferguson, 2016,
s.2). Birey bu siirecte 0Ogrendigi siddet kaliplarindan vazgecer.
Deradikalizasyonu, radikallesmeyi Onleyen bir g¢aba olarak tanimlayan
arastirmacilar da vardir (Bjorgo ve Horgan, 2009, s.4). Bireyin
deradikalizasyon siirecine girmesinin siirekli kaygi, farkli 6zlemler,
hayalkirikliklari, 6liim korkusu, &nceliklerin degisimi gibi pek cok nedeni
olabilir.

Orgiitten ayrilma kavramu farkli metinlerde, baglantinin kesilmesi, fiziksel
kopus olarak da kullanilmaktadir. Orgiitten ayrilma sosyal norm ve
degerlerin degisimi degil, operasyonel pasiflik anlamina gelir (Horgan, 2008,
s.4). Kisinin operasyonel pasifligi, deradikalize oldugu anlamina gelmez ve
Orgiitten ayrilma siireci her zaman deradikalizasyon ile sonuclanmaz. Kisi
orgiit ile baglantisiz olabilir ama diisiince diizeyinde hala siddet
kullanmaktan vazgegmemis olabilir (Horgan, 2009, ss.25-27). Kisinin
tutuklanmasi veya siyasi kanada ge¢mesi fiziksel kopus saglayabilir. Fiziksel
kopus ile psikolojik kopus arasindaki fark ise fiziksel kopusta kisi terér agi
icinde kalir ama farkli bir rolde devam eder, siddet onun i¢in hala mesrudur
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ama yontemi degigmistir. Bu durumda kisinin deradikalize oldugundan soz
edilemez (Horgan, 2008, s.4). Psikolojik kopus ise daha kapsamli ve
ideolojik bir kopustur. Psikolojik kopusun faktorleri, vaad edilen ile gercek
arasindaki farkin yarattigi hayalkirikligi, siyasi, stratejik ve ideolojik
hayalkiriklig, tiikenmislik, kisisel onceliklerin degismesidir (Horgan, 2009,
s.22). Dalgaard-Nielsen yaptiklart ¢alismada, Orgiitlerle baglantilarint
koparan kisilerin ii¢ tiir siiphe iginde olduklarini sdylemektedir. Bunlar
ideolojiye dair siipheler, grupici dinamikler ve basarisiz liderlige doniik
siipheler; militan yasam tarzinin tetikledigi kisisel kosullara dair siiphelerdir.
(Dalgaard ve Nielsen, 2013, ss.102-104) Bjorgo ise 6rgitten ayrilmada itici
ve ¢ekici faktorlerin birarada olmasinin esas olarak etkili olacagini ifade eder
(Bjorgo, 2009, s.46).

1.2. PKK’nin Radikallesme Modeli (PRM)

Radikallesme modelleri tiim terdr oOrgiitlerinde genel hatlar itibariyle
benzesmektedir. Ama Orgiitlerin ideoloji veya hedef kitleleri s6z konusu
oldugunda, detaylarda farkliliklar ortaya ¢ikar. Psikolog Fathali
Moghaddam, terére giden radikallesme siirecini merdiven metaforu ile
anlatmaktadir.

Sekil.2. Moghaddam Alt1 Basamakli Merdiven Modeli (Kaynak: Randy Borum,
2012)

Besinci Kat: Tergrist Eylem ve Uzaklagmay1
Engelleyen Mekanizmalar

Daérdiincii Kat- Orgiitiin Megruivet ve Oteki
Algismm Pekigmesi

Ugiincii Kat- Ahlaki Angajman

Ikinci Kat: Agresifligin Yer Degisimi

Birinci Kat: Haksizlikla Miicadelede
Algilanan Segenekler

Zemin Kat: Mevcut Durumun Psikolojik
Yorumn

Model, farkli orgiitlere uyarlanabilecek bir siire¢ akisina sahiptir.
Mevcut durumun psikolojik yorumu ile baglayan siire¢, haksizlikla
miicadelede algilanan segeneklerle normlarin digina ¢ikilmasi, agresifligin
yer degisimi, ahlaki angajman, Orglitin mesruiyet ve Oteki algisinin
pekismesi ile devam eder ve nihai olarak terdrist eylem ile birlikte
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uzaklagmay1 engelleyen mekanizmalarin iglemesi ile kisi terorist haline gelir
(Moghaddam, 2005, s.161). O’na gére insanlarin biiyiikk ¢ogunlugu farkli
sekillerde haksizliklara ve ayrimciliga ugrasa da zemin katta kalmakta,
yukar1 dogru tirmanarak terdr orgiitlerine katilmamaktadir.

Yukar1 hareketlenen kisiler ise toplumda etkili bir durumda
olmadiklarina inanarak, oOfkelerini dis diinya ve gruplara yonlendirip
kendilerini ~ mesrulastirmaktadirlar. ~ (Moghaddam, 2005, s.161).
Moghaddam’in modeline gore bireyin her asamadaki faktorlere tepkisi onu
bir sonraki asamaya tasir. Moghaddam radikallesme yolunda ilk faktor
olarak yoksunluk hissine odaklanmaktadir. Yoksunluk maddi bir temele
oturmak zorunda degildir. Yoksunluk hissi yasayan birey, kendi durumunu
iyilestirmek i¢in motive olur. Bu motivasyon ile siddeti mesrulastirabilir. En
iist basamaga ciktiginda ise engelleyici mekanizmalar ortadan kalkmis, 6teki
ile araya net bir ¢izgi ¢ekilmistir (King ve Taylor, 2011, 606).

1.2.1. Zemin Kat — Mevcut Durumun Psikolojik Yorumu

Moghaddam’a gore radikallesme siirecinde merdivenin basamaklarini
tirmanarak teror eylemi yapan kisileri anlamanin yolu, 6nce zemin katta olan
kisilerin mevcut durum algilarim1 anlamaktan geg¢mektedir (Moghaddam,
2005, s.161). Duygularin insanlar {izerinde aymi algilar1 olusturmadig
malumdur, kisi yoksul bir hayat yasabilir ama adaletsizlige ugradig: algisina
sahip olmayabilir. Bu durumda kisisel algilamalar 6n plana
cikmaktadir. Goreceli yoksunluk hissi ise alternatif diisiincelere karsi
biligsel agiklik ve motivasyon ortaya ¢ikarmaktadir.

1.2.2. Birinci Kat — Haksizlikla Miicadelede Algilanan Secenekler

Kisiler, algiladiklar1 ve kabul ettikleri haksizlik ile miicadeleye karsi
¢ozliim bulmak {izere harekete gecerler. Bu arayista yasadiklar1 engeller veya
mesru  yollarin  kisitlanmasi  karsisinda, radikal ¢oziimler Oneren
yapilanmalara yonelebilirler. Mevcut psikolojik durumun analizi, yoksunluk
hissi ile birlikte kisiler haksizliga karsi alternatif secenek arayisina girerler.
Kisiler hareket kabiliyetlerinin kisitlanmast ve kendi etkinliklerinin
olmadigimi disiindiikleri noktada bir {ist basamaga hareket ederler.
(Moghaddam, 2005, s.162). Bununla birlikte yapilan arastirmalar bireysel
hareketliligin engellenmedigi durumlarda normatif eylemlere yonelimin az
oldugunu gostermektedir (Moghaddam, 2005, s.164). Yani kisi kendini ifade
etmek ve algiladigi haksizliklara karsi kendini ifade kanali buldugunda
siddet iceren alternatiflere yonelmemektedir.
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1.2.3. Ikinci Kat — Agresifligin Yer Degisimi

Mevcut durum algilart iizerine, radikal ¢ozlimlere ydnelen Kkisi,
adaletsizligin sebebi olarak dis bir grubu suclar. Moghaddam, kdktenci teror
orgiitlerinin  agresifliginin temelinde Amerikan karsithigi  oldugunu
soylemektedir. Bu seviyede kendi eylemleri/eksiklikleri ile yiizlesemeyen
kisinin su¢lamak iizere bir hedef aradig1 ve buldugu hedefi “giinah kecisi’ne
donistiirdiigii gortiilmektedir (Sageman, 2004, s.173).

1.2.4. Ugiincii Kat — Ahlaki Angajman

Bu asamada kisinin ahlaki degerlerinin, orgiit ile esitlendigi
goriilmektedir. Kisi artik 6rgiit eleman1 olmak i¢in hazirdir (Moghaddam,
2005, s.162). Orgiitler tyelerini grup icinde kalmaya ikna etmek icin, tecrit
ve korku taktiklerine basvurabilir. Ideal bir diinya i¢in mesrulastirilan siddet
ile birlikte gblge bir hayat ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. (Moghaddam, 2005, s.166).
Orgiite katilim sonrasi kisinin yasadigi duygusal biitiinlesme ile ahlaki
degerler yeni bir duruma evrilir. Bu dénemde yogun sekilde doktrinasyona
maruz kalan bireylerin bazilar1 orgiitle ilgili yasadiklart hayalkirikliklarini
anlatmaktadirlar.

1.2.5. Dorduncl Kat — Orgiitiin Mesruiyeti ve Oteki Algisinin Pekismesi
Ahlaki angajman ile birlikte girilen ve diinyanin artik siyah-beyaz
algilandig1 bu asamadan kisilerin ¢ikmalar1 kolay degildir. Tecrit edilmis ve
kisith bir alanin pargasi olan kisi, sadece oOrgiit kaynaklarindan bilgi alir.
Dolayisiyla algilari bu yonde sekillenir (Moghaddam, 2005, s.166).
Itaatsizlik ve sadakatsizligin siddetle cezalandirildig1 goriilmektedir.

1.2.6.Besinci Kat — Terorist Eylem ve Uzaklasmayi Engelleyen
Mekanizmalar

Teror Orgutlnun mensubu olan kisiler, grup dinamiklerinin de etkisi
ile birbirlerine baglanir ve dis gruplari seytanlastirir. Ugiincii kattaki ahlaki
angajman nedeniyle tanik olunan olaylar veya yapilan eylemler herhangi bir
rahatsizlik yaratmamaktadir. Bu asamada orgiitten kopmak ve geri donmek
imkansizdir. Hem kopuslart 6nlemek hem de ayrilmak isteyenlere gdzdagi
vermek i¢in Orgiit i¢i infazlar yapilmaktadir

1.2.7. Kolaylastirict Nedenler

Radikallesme {izerine ¢alisma yapan JMISC’nin (Ortak Askeri Bilgi Destek
Merkezi’nin) aragtirmacilari, inceledikleri mevcut modellerin  ortak
noktalarin1 ortaya koyduklar1 ¢alismada, yedi etkilesim Ogesi tespit
etmislerdir. Bunlar motivasyonlar, radikallesmeyi kolaylastirici sosyal
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sartlar, boliinme ve ilerleme, yogunlagsma, ideoloji, tehdit ve savunma,
aidiyet ve kimliktir. Bir kiginin aile ve sosyal ¢evresinde asirilik¢1 fikir ve
ideolojiler yayginsa radikallesmesi daha kolay olmaktadir (Borum, 2003, s.
45). Grup i¢i baglar1 ortak bir kimlik altinda birlesmek de kisiler i¢in itici
glctur. Sageman’in arastirmasit koktenci teror Orgiitlerindeki kisilerin
%75’inin Orgiite arkadaglik veya akrabalik baglar1 iizerinden katildiginm
ortaya koymaktadir (Sageman, 2017, ss.229). Kisinin aile bireylerinin aktif
katiliminin yaninda, bir diger kolaylastirici neden, aile biiyiiklerinden gelen
ve kusaktan kugsaga aktarilan aci transferidir. Kisinin radikallesme siirecinde
kolaylastirici etken olan aile ve arkadaglik baglari, orgiitten kopusta bir
tehdit unsuru haline gelmektedir.

Tablo 2. BTO’niin Radikallesme Modeli i¢in eklektik oneri (Kaynak: Yazar)

Zemin Kat Borum ve Moghaddam - Yoksunluk hissi,
Mevcut Durumun Moghaddam - Yoksulluk,
Psikolojik Doosje ve digerleri - Dislanma deneyimi,
Yorumu Borum - “Bu dogru degil”,
Sageman — Ofke duygusu, bilissel krizler,
Borum - Dis tehtide karsi kenetlenme ve ait olma istegi,
1.Kat Borum - “Bu adil degil”,
Haksizliga/ Borum - Radikal aile ve sosyal cevre,
Adaletsizlige Kars1 Moskalenko — Siyasal kin,

Algilanan Segenekler

Wiktoroticz — Bilissel agilim / Silber-Bhatt — Kendini
tanimlama.

2. Kat Borum - “Bu senin sugun”,

Agresifligin Yer Moghaddam - Fail arayist,

Degisimi Sageman - Oteki temelli bakis,
Sageman - Aym1 goriisle sosyallesme  egilimi,
mobilizasyon.

3. Kat Moghaddam - Sorunlarin ¢éziimii i¢in radikal formiiller,

Ahlaki Angajman

Doosje ve digerleri - Siyah-beyaz bakis,

Silber — Bhatt - Orgiit yayinlari, Sanal networkler, Kanaat
onderleri,

Pretch — Endokstinasyon, Lider kiltu

4. Kat
Orgiitiin Mesruiyeti ve
oteki algisinin

Stalhelski — Digerinin Kimligini Yok Etme,
Borum — Insandisilastirmak,
Moghaddam — ideoloji, Grup Dinamigi, Kimlik, Tecrit,

pekismesi Taarnby - Otekilestirme,

5.Kat Stalhelski - Kendi Kimligini Yok Etme, Kollektiflesme,
Terdrist Eylem ve Borum - “Sen seytansin”,

Engelleyici Stalhelski — Seytanlastirmak

Mekanizmalarin Iflast

Biitiin bu bilgiler 1s18iInda PKK i¢in temeli Modhaddam’in 6 basamakli
radikallesme modeli olan eklektik bir modelden bahsedilebilir. En alt seviye
olan “Etkilesim” mevcut  durumun  psikolojik  yorumu,
haksizliga/adaletsizlige karsi algilanan segenekler ve agresifligin yer

seviyesi,
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degisimi basamaklarinin birlesiminden olugsmakta ve itici faktorler, kisisel
faktorler, sosyal zemin ve kolaylastirict faktorler ile beslenmektedir. Bir iist
seviye olan “Katilim” seviyesi, Ahlaki Angajman ve Orgiitiin mesruiyeti ve
Otesi algisinin pekismesi olan 3. ve 4. basamagin birlesmesinden olugmustur.
Bu seviyenin etken faktorleri, grup dinamikleri, ¢ekici faktorler, iletisim
kanallar1 ve liderlik kiiltiidiir. Son seviye olan “Eylem” seviyesi ise Terorist
Eylem ve Uzaklagsmay: Engelleyen Mekanizmalar basamagina karsilik
gelmekte ve operasyonel etkinlik ve duygusal pranga faktorleri ile
beslenmektedir.

Sekil 3. BTO’de Radikallesme Siireci (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmistir)

£ Kat: Teoris: Evlem ve Eneellevici
[ \feleanizmalarin Tflas: EYLEM KATI
Kendi kimlizini yok stme, jevtanlagtrma
Duvessal Pranga
= N Operasyond Ekintic
A E¥LEM (4 Koty Oczo 5 Mot ve ool e ) o
g 5 peiamest Duygasal Branse
g' Diferinin  kimlifini  wok etme, insan
= usilashoma, prop dinamigi, tecrit, baglern
a8 kopusu
g 3. Kat, Ahlali Ancgiman
Sorsnlsnm pozimd igin radikale formitler e
siyah beyazbaluy, o1zt yaymlan, networkder ETKILESIM KATI
KATILIM Tider Kilth, sndckrinasvon LiderlikcKslts
34 Grup Dinamikderi
Hatisim Kanattar,

2.Kat: Aeresiflifin Ver Debisini Gkici Faictorler

I temalli balosg, avm
2 e5ilimi, mobilizasyon

ETKILESIM

Zemin12 KATILIM KATI
Fladiical sile v cavre, sivasal frin biligsel Sosyal Zamin
sgilum, kendini tarumlama, N

M Py S .

fﬁ‘?ﬁ“ fevent Dummmn Priloloik P
Yoloualakhist oloplas st okl Kolaylaghese: Faltbder
d1zlanmsa densvitmi, 6 d
tehtide karg: kenstlenme istegi, ntnlma
15t “'\

Bu makale ¢ercevesinde cocugu terdr orgiitiine katilmis, sonrasinda bireysel
ve kamusal alanda cabalar ile ¢cocuklarimin orgiitten ayrilmasinda aktif bir
aktor olan annelerin tutum ve rolleri incelenmistir. Radikallesme, birden ¢ok
faktoriin etkin oldugu karmagsik bir silirectir. Arastirma sonuglar1 sosyal
yapilandirmaci bir yaklagimla yorumlanmustir. Arastirmaci ve arastirma
Ogesi arasinda bir gerceklik insaa edilerek, vakaya arastirmanin Oznesi
gbziinden bakilmigtir. Bu amaglar dogrultusunda da bir nitel arastirma
yontemi olan durum galismasi (case study) deseni kullanilmistir. Arastirma
deseni, arastirmanin sorularina uygun olarak secilmistir. “Durum”, zamanin
belli bir noktasinda veya kesitinde gézlemlenen olguyu ifade eder (Gerring,
2007, s.19). Durum calismalart amagclarina gore genel olarak ii¢ baglik
altinda incelenmektedir (Babbie, 2007, s.87). Agiklayici (explanatory)
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caligmalar, neden-sonug iligkisine dayali veriler sunmaktadir. Tanimlayict
(descriptive) c¢aligmalar, durumun o&zellikleri hakkinda azami bilgi ile
olgunun kendi baglaminda tanimlanmasini saglar. Kesfedici (exploratory)
caligmalar ise sorunlarin tanimlanmasina yardimci olur (Mills, Eurepas ve
Wiebe, 2009, s.61-583). Bu arastirma i¢in kesfedici yaklasim
benimsenmistir. Amag, yeni bir seyi ortaya ¢ikarmak ve sonraki ¢aligmalarda
kullanilmak iizere veri liretmektir (Stebbins, 2007, s.88).

Durum c¢alismalarinda aragtirmact bir durumu, siireci, eylemi veya
birey/bireyleri derinlemesine analiz eder. Veriler, mulakatlar, arsiv bilgileri,
gorsel-isitsel materyaller ve gozlemler gibi ¢oklu bilgi kaynaklari ile derlenir
(Creswell, 2013, s.97). Bu calisma kapsaminda temel olarak goriisme
metodu kullanilmistir. Goriisme, arastirmacinin, arastirma 6znesi ile belli bir
ama¢ dogrultusunda kontrollii iletisimidir. Calismada yaygin goriisme
sekillerinden biri olan yari-yapilandirilmis (semistructured interview) teknigi
kullanilmigtir.  Yari-yapilandirilmig goriismelerde, goriisme net bir yapi
iizerine olusturulur fakat kisinin kendi goriislerini anlatmasina da olanak
taninir (Cohen, 2000, s.248) Robert Yin’e gore dogru bir durum
arastirmacist, iyi soru sorulmali, iyi bir dinleyici olmali, kolay adapte
olabilmeli, ¢alistigi konu ile ilgili saglam bir kavrayis ve altyapiya sahip
olmali, tarafsiz olmali ve Onyagilarindan kurtulmalidir (Yin, 2003, s.59).
Arastirmact ancak bu sartlarda sorunun temeline inerek, nedenleri tespit
edebilir. Aragtirma kapsaminda toplam on anne ile goriisme yapilmustir.
Siirecin devam etmesi, goriisiilen anne sayisi ile ilgili istatistiksel olarak bir
degerlendirme yapilmasina olanak saglamamaktadir. Calisma on kadin
lizerinden problemi ve nedenlerini kesfetmeyi amaglamaktadir. Saha
caligmasi yapildigi 03-04 Kasim 2022 tarihleri arasinda, toplam 38 cocuk
orgiit ile fiziksel bagini kopararak ailelerine geri donmiistiir. Geri dénen 38
cocuktan 10’unun annesi ile goriisme yapilmistir.

Durum c¢alismalarinin veri analizi {i¢ temel stratejik yaklagimla
gerceklesmektedir. Bunlar; teorik 6nermelere dayanmak, rakip agiklamalarin
test edilmesi ve yeni durum tanimlamasi gelistirmektir (Yin, 2003, ss. 111-
114). Nitel arastirmalarda ii¢ tiir veri seti kullanilmaktadir; arastirmanin
yapildig1 dogal ¢evre ve fiziki 6zellikler; arastirma konusuna dair veri setleri
ve arastirilan olgunun algilanig bi¢imine dair gozlemler (Baltaci, 1997,
$.370). Bu ¢alismada durumu betimlemek i¢in zamansal kesitler ve bu
kesitlerin altinda temalar belirlemistir. Zamansal olarak ii¢ kesit oldugu igin,
“biitiinciil ¢oklu durum deseni” (holistic multiple-case design) ortaya
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konulmustur. Bu baglamda durum kendi iginde ele alinmis, sonrasinda
toplanan veriler, biitiinciil bir analizle degerlendirilmistir. Calismanin yapisi
gdzoniine alinarak icerik analizi, analiz metodu olarak belirlenmistir. Igerik
analizinde verilen mesajlar sistematik olarak ayrigtirtlmigtir. Arastirma
sorularina uyum saglayan igerikler gruplandirilmis ve kategoriler
olusturulmustur. Kategoriler olusturulurken 6gelerin homojen, amaca uygun,
biitiinsel, kapsayisi olmasina dikkat edilmistir. (Neuedorf, 2002, s.11).
Kisilerin vurguladiklar1 olay ve olgular iizerinden manuel kodlamalar
yapilmis ve bu kodlamalar ¢ergevesinde temalar olusturulmustur. Durum
caligmalarinda ama¢ genelleme yapmak degil, teori incelemek ve
gelistirmektir. Bu c¢alismada da genellemelerden uzak durulmustur. Durum
on annenin goziinden nedensellik temelli incelenmistir. Belirsiz kalan bazi
yorumlar i¢in tekrar geri doniis alinarak katilime1 dogrulamasi yapilmistir.

Arastirmanin genel ¢ercevesi agsagidaki gibidir.

1.Cocuklarin radikallesme siireglerinde anne hangi konum ve roldedir?
2.Annenin suskunluk doneminden ¢ikararak aktif rol almasina neden olan
motivasyonlar hangileridir?

3.Kamusal alana cikis siirecinde ve sonrasinda anne hangi tutum ve
davranislarla karsilagmistir?

4. Annenin kamusal alana ¢ikisi sonrasi Orgiite karst tutumu nasil
degismistir? Orgiitten ayrilma siireci sonrasi gocugunda nasil degisiklikler
gozlemlemisgtir?

Sekil 4. Arastirma Analiz Boyutlar1 (Kaynak: Yazar)

COCUK

AILE VE
—  SOSYAL
CEVRE

BIREY
(KENDISI)

SIYASET,
DEVLET

VE
KAMUOYU
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Anne (Birey)

1.Annenin Durum ve Tercihleri: Kadinlarin yas ve egitim durumlari, kag
cocuklarmin  oldugu, kendilerini nasil tanimladiklari, anadilleri
degerlendirilmistir.

2.Siyasal Yakinlign ve Etnik Farkindaligi: Kadinin kendini siyasi olarak
nereye ait hissettigi, hayatlarinda herhangi bir ayrimciliga ugrayip
ugramadiklar1 degerlendirilmistir.

3.S0syo-Ekonomik Durum Algisi: Kadinlarin sosyo-ekonomik durumlari,
caligma hayatina katilimlari, ailelerinin durumlari degerlendirilmistir.

Cocuk

1.Anne-Cocuk Tliskisinin Niteligi: Anne ile ¢ocugun aile ici iliskisi, 6zel
zaman gecirme yogunluklari, radikallesme Oncesi ve sonrasi iliskilerinin
niteligi degerlendirilmistir.

2.Anne-Cocuk Tliskisinin Etkinligi: Anne ile ¢ocugun iletisiminin her iki

tarafi nasil etkiledigi, radikallesme Oncesi ve sonrasi iligkilerinin etkinligi ve
cocuk lizerinde annenin ikna basarisi degerlendirilmistir.
3.Cocugun Tercihleri: Annenin goéziinden ¢ocugun tercihleri, diislinceleri

degerlendirilmistir.
Aile ve Sosyal Cevre

1.Aile Ici Iliskilerin Niteligi: Aile bireylerinin iliskilerinin siklig1, dogallig

ve niteligi degerlendirilmistir.
2.Aile lci Iliskilerin Etkinligi: Aile bireylerinin iligkilerinin davranig

degisikliginde ne kadar etken oldugu ve iliskilerin ikna basarisi
degerlendirilmistir.
3.Sosyal Cevre Etkinligi: Sosyal ¢evrenin anne ve ¢ocuk (zerindeki etkisi
degerlendirilmistir.
4.Sosyal Cevre Baskisi ve Destegi: Sosyal ¢evrenin anne ve g¢ocugun

davranis tercihlerini degistirmeye olan katkis1 degerlendirilmistir.
Siyaset, Devlet ve Kamuoyu

1.Kamuya Cikis Motivasyonlari: Annenin ¢ocugunun orgiite katilimi sonrasi

kamusal alana ¢ikis motivasyonlar1 degerlendirilmistir.
2.Kamusal Alan Destegi veya Baskisi: Annenin kamusal alanda kisi, grup ve

kitleden aldig1 destek veya baski degerlendirilmistir.
3.Devlet Algis1 ve Degisimi: Annenin ¢ocugunun radikallesmesi oncesi ve
sonrasi devlet algisi ve arasindaki fark degerlendirilmistir.

Sekil 5. Arastirma Analiz Akis1 (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmistir)
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T

Bireyin Psiko-Sosyolojik
Durumu ve Siyasi Durusu

Bireyin Déniiglimil

Cikis Motivasyonlar1

Orgiitiin Radikallestirme
Sdylemlerinin Bireydeki Cocugun Dénfisiimi
Karsilig Kamusal Alanda

Aldiklar Tepkiler

Ailenin Déniigtimil

Cocugun Radikallesme
Siireci

. — —

ORGUTTEN AYRILMA

T T T U
SUSKUNLUK ALANI KAMUSAL ALAN SONRASI

Bu calisma kapsaminda goriismeler 03-04 Kasim 2022 tarihlerinde,
Diyarbakir ve iki farkli ilde gergeklesmistir. Goriisme yapilan diger iki ilin
ad1 kisilerin kimliklerinin ortaya ¢ikmamasi igin verilmeyecektir. Gorligme
yapilan 10 annenin isimleri giivenlik nedeni ile gizli tutulacaktir. Annelerin
isimleri Anne 1, Anne 2, seklinde sirali verilecektir. Sekiz goriisme Tiirkge
yapilmistir, iki goriismede terciiman kullanilmigtir. Goriigmelerin basinda
kisilere isimlerinin, resimlerinin ve kimlik bilgilerinin kimse ile
paylasilmayacagi, ses kayitlarinin sadece arastirmaci tarafindan dinlenilecegi
konusunda giivence verilmistir. Gortismeler i¢in etik kurul onay1 alinmustir.

Cocugun ev iginde yani mahrem alanda oldugu bu donemde, cocuk
radikallesme siirecine baslamistir. Arastirmaci bu alandaki durumu annenin
agzindan dinlemistir. Bu alanin ilk degerlendirme boyutu “bireyin psiko-
sosyolojik durumu ve siyasi durusu”dur. Miilakat yapilan annelerin 3’0
kendini Zaza, 7’si Kiirt olarak tanmimlamigtir. Yaslar1 36-50 arasinda olan
annelerden biri dul ve biri esinden ayr1 yasamaktadir. Tamaminin dogum
yeri dogu illeri olan annelerin ¢ocuk sayilari 2 ile 10 arasinda degismektedir.
Kadinlarin ¢ogu 18 yas altinda anne olmustur, bu baglamda c¢ocuk
gelinlerdir. Kadinlardan biri mevsimlik is¢i olarak ¢alisirken, digerleri
kendini ev hanimu olarak tanimlamistir. Egitim seviyeleri ilkokul ve ortaokul
arasidir.

Radikallesme modelleri i¢inden Fathali Moghaddam’in merdiven modeli
temel alimarak, diger modeller incelenmis ve PKK’ya 6zgu eklektik bir
radikallesme modeli gelistirilmistir. Bu baglamda, deradikalizasyonun bir
asamast olarak kabul edilen Orgiitten ayrilma siireci incelenmistir.
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Caligmanin O6rneklemi, ¢ocuklarinin orgiitten ayrilma siireci kapsaminda
bireysel ve kamusal alanda ¢aba gosteren annelerdir. Caligmanin 6rneklem
yontemi, amacli Orneklemdir ve probleme doniikk kar topu teknigi
kullanilarak segilmistir. Bu orneklem metodu agirlikli olarak kesfedici
arastirmalarda, evrene ulasmada zorluk yasanan durumlarda kullanilir
(Babbie, 2007, s. 185). Arastirmaci hedef kitleye annelerin referansanlari ile
ulagmustir. Arastirma konusunun terdr ile ilgili olmasi ve glivenlik kaygilarn,
arastirma Ogelerinde giliven tahsisine ihtiya¢ duyulmasi da bu metodun
kullanilmas1 ihtiyacin1 dogurmustur. ilk basta kurulan baglant1 digerleri ile
irtibat1 kolaylastirmis ve arastirmaci i¢in zengin bir bilgi evreni ortaya
cikmustir.

Arastirmaya konu olan annelerin ¢ocuklari i¢in kapsamli  bir
deradikalizasyondan bahsedilmesi miimkiin degildir. Bu konuda kesinlik
elde etmek i¢in 6znenin ¢ocuk oldugu baska bir ¢aligmaya ihtiya¢ vardir. Bu
nedenle ¢ocuklarin sadece Orgiitten ayrildigr belirtilmistir. Arastirmaci
Kirtce bilmemektedir, bu nedenle Turkce bilmeyen anneler ile terciiman
aracihigiyla gériisme yapilmustir. Arastirmada ikincil kaynak olarak kitaplar,
makaleler, gazeteler, aciklanmis raporlar, yaymlanmis rdportajlardan
faydalanilmigtir. Arastirmanin son kisminda ise birincil kaynak olarak
kamusal alana ¢ikan ve bireysel ¢aba gdsteren anneler ile yan
yapilandirilmig miilakatlar yapilmstir.

3. DIYARBAKIR ANNELERI

Etnik milliyetci hareketlerin kimlik ve kiiltiir ingasinda kadin doniistiiriicii
bir unsur olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Kadinlar, ulus inga siireglerinde
erkekler tarafindan tanimlanan cesitli roller Ustlenmektedir (Enloe, 2000,
s.219). Benzer sekilde PKK icinde kadin i¢in g¢esitli roller atanmistir. Bu
rollerden biri “ulus iireticisi” roldiir (Acik, 2002, 5.297). Orgiitiin sdylem
insacis1 olan Abdullah Ocalan, isbirlik¢i olarak niteledigi geleneksel aile
sisteminden “ulus aile” sistemine gegilmesini onermektedir. Ocalan’a gore
gelencksel aile kisinin  birey olmasmmi engellemekte ve kadini
kolelestirmektedir (Ocalan, s.120) Orgiit, kadimnin aile i¢indeki doniistiiriicii
giiciiniin  6rgiit lehinde kullanilmasini istemektedir (Ag¢ik, 2002, s.289).
Cocuklarin1 sozde ulusal dava ugruna feda etmeyen kadin “yurtsever
anne”nin tersi olarak “yurtsever olmayan” ulusal davaya ihanet eden kadin
olarak konumlandirilmaktadir. Kendilerine verilen bu role uymak istemeyen
ve oOrgiite katilan g¢ocuklarimi geri isteyen annelerin azimli durusu bu
anlamda Orgiit i¢in bir paradigma iflasina yol agmustir. 2014 yilinda karakol
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ingasim protesto etmek igin Lice’ye gotiiriilen ve sonrasina orgiit tarafindan
kagirildigr iddia edilen M.S.B. annesi Aysel B.’in 12 glnlik eylemi sonunda
orgiit tarafindan gozleri bagl bir sekilde, yasadigi sokaga birakilmistir
(Cakan, 2014). Bu gelisme sonrasi ¢ocuklarinin orgiit tarafindan kandirilarak
gotiiriildiigiinii iddia eden diger ailelerin Diyarbakir Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi
onunde oturma eylemi baslatmasi ile orglit ve miizahir gruplar gesitli
aciklamalar yapmak zorunda kalmistir. Kisa siirede eyleme katilan aile sayisi
72 olmus, eyleme sehit es ve ailelerinin de destek ziyaretlerinde bulundugu
goriilmiistiir (Aslan, 2014). Annelerin eylemi yaklagik 3 ay stirmiistiir.

22 Agustos 2019 tarihinde ise ¢ocugunun HDP’lilerce daga kacirildiginm
iddia eden Hacire Akar, HDP Diyarbakir il binas1 6niinde oturma eylemine
baglamigtir. Akar’in 1srarli durusu ile iki glin sonra c¢ocugu geri
gonderilmistir (Tir ve Giindiiz, 2019). Hacire Akar’in ¢ocuguna kavusmasi
ile birlikte ¢ocugunun oOrgiit tarafindan alikonuldugunu iddia eden aileler
HDP Diyarbakir il binasi 6niinde oturma eylemi baslatmistir. Eylemin 34.
giiniinde cocuklar icin bekleyen ailelerin sayisi 53’e yiikselmis, eyleme
PKK’nin kagirdigi asker ve polis aileleri de destek vererek, orgiitiin
cocuklart serbest birakmasi yoniinde c¢agrida bulunmustur (Cetin, 2019).
Annelerin 1srarli bekleyisi ve ikna ¢alismalarinin hizlanmasi ile teslim olan
terorist sayisinda ciddi bir artis yasanmaya baglamistir. Donen teroristler
ifadelerinde annelerin televizyon ekranlarinda agiklama yapmalar ile
birlikte, orgiitiin tv izlemelerini yasakladigi belirtilmislerdir. (Ceylan ve
Fidancan, 2020). Igisleri Bakanligi’nin yaptig1 agiklamaya gore, 1 Ocak
2022 tarihinden itibaren teslim olan &rgiit mensubu sayis1 28°dir (Igisleri
Bakanligi, 2022). 2021 yilinda ikna yolu ile teslim olan 6rgiit mensubu sayisi
ise 193’tiir (igisleri Bakanligi, 2021). Bu say1 2020 yilinda 234 olarak
bildirilmistir (Igisleri Bakanlig1, 2020).

4. ARASTIRMA BULGULARI

Arastirma sonuglar1 “anne”, “cocuk”, “aile ve sosyal c¢evre” ve “siyaset,
devlet ve kamuoyu” olmak {izere dort boyutta ve “suskunluk donemi”,
“kamusal alan” ve “kopus sonras1” olmak iizere {i¢ zaman kesitinde analiz

edilecektir.

Radikallesme ile miicadelede zor noktalardan biri, radikallesmenin ilk
basamaklardaki tutum ve davranislarin su¢ unsuru olmamasi ve bu nedenle
giivenlik kuvvetlerinin radarindan kagmasidir. Bu durum aile i¢i kontrol
mekanizmalarinin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Siddet cizgisini gecmesi ile
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birlikte kisi giivenlik kuvvetleri ve hukukun alanina girerken, siddet ¢izgisini
gecmesi Oncesi radikallesme siireci sosyal ¢evre ve aile ile baglantilidir.

Annenin hem radikallesme hem de orgiitten ayrilmada etken bir faktor
oldugu ve cift tarafli bir rol oynadig1 goriilmektedir. Kisinin radikal degerler
ve kiiltiir ile biiyiimesi veya aile iiyelerinin radikal fikirlere sahip olmalari,
radikallesmede itici faktér veya kolaylastirici etken olarak goriilmektedir.
Sirecin tersi durumunda yani deradikalizasyon siirecinin baglamasinda ise
anne cekici faktor olarak karsimiza c¢ikmaktadir. Orgiite gittikten sonra
cocugu ile iletisime gegen Anne 3, ¢ocugunun arkadaslarimin “Bize de
annelik yaparsan biz de gelecegiz” sozleri iizerine onlara, “Sen nasil
evliadimsan onlar da evladim, iiciiniize de analik yaparim yeter ki gelin”
cevab1 vermis, sadece kendi cocugu degil diger ¢ocuklarin da Orgiitten
ayrilmasinda ¢ekici faktdr olmustur.

4.1. Mahrem Alan Dénemi

Kadinlarin tamami etnik kdkenleri veya konustuklar1 dil nedeniyle
ayrimciliga ugramadigini ifade etmistir. Sadece Anne 5, cocugu daga
gittikten sonra bir giivenlik kurumuna gittigini, durumunu anlattiginda
gorevli kisinin “benim terdrist annesi ile isim olmaz” dedigini sOylemistir.
Kadin bu sozli tepkiye “Allah’tan ben devietimi senin goziinle tamimadim”™
seklinde cevap vermistir.

Kadinlarin geneli sosyal cevrelerinde PKK’ya miizahir gruplarin ve
kisilerin oldugunu belirtmistir. Anne 2, ¢evrelerinde PKK ve Hizbullah’1
destekleyen kisiler oldugunu, Anne 3 sosyal g¢evrelerinden orgiite katilim
oldugunu, Anne 5 ise hem sosyal cevrelerinden hem ailelerinden orgiite
katilm oldugunu belirtmistir. PKK’ye &zel iiretilen modelin “Etkilegim”
katinda radikallesmeyi kolaylastiric1 faktorlerden biri olan, kisinin aile ve
sosyal ¢evresinde agirilik¢t fikirlerle biiylimesi gercegi karsimiza
cikmaktadir.
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Tablo 3. Cocuklarin Orgiite Katilim Bilgileri (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan

hazirlanmistir)
Katilom Yih Katilm Yas Gecirdigi Siire
Anne 1 2018 16 3 il
Anne 2 2015 17 3yl
Anne 3 2016 14 3wl
Anne 4 2015 14 6 il
Anne 5§ 2013 18 9wl
Anne 6 2016 16 Tyl
Anne 7 2013 18 10 w1l
Anne § 2016 13 Tyl
Anne 0 2016 14 6 il
Anne 10 2012 13 8wl

Annelerden mahrem alan déneminde g¢ocuklarin radikallesme siireglerini
anlatmalar1 istenmistir. Annelerin hepsi ¢ocuklarin orgiit tarafindan
kandirlarak gotiiriildiigiini  sdylemektedir. Anne 2, genclerin en zayif
noktasinin 6zgiirliik sdylemi oldugunu ifade ederken, Anne 3 agik bir sekilde
“beyin ytkama” kavramindan bahsetmektedir. Anlatilardan yola ¢ikilirsa,
durum bir beyin yikama degil, aktif bir siiregtir. Cocuklar gesitli sekillerde
ikna edilmistir. Cocuklarin orgiite katilim yaslar1 géz Oniline alindiginda
“cocuk istismar: "ndan bahsetmek miimkiindiir. Cocuklarin biiyiik kism1 18
yas altinda orgiite katilmigtir.

Anne 4 cocugunun gotiiriildiigii sosyal ortamlarda Orgilit propagandasina
maruz kaldigin1 sdylemistir. Bu ortamlarda Peco’nin radikallesme siirecinin
baglamasinin  6n kosulu olarak gordigl “siddet iceren eylemlerin
megrulastiriimas1”, diger Tlyelerle etkilesim ve rehberlik sartlar
saglanmustir.
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Anne 10, cocugunun Coziim Siireci’nde yasadiklar1 bolgeye yakin bir yerde
yapilan festival sonrasi orgiite katildigini sdylemistir. Orgiite katilimda
Coziim Siireci anlamli bir patern olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Coziim
Slreci’nin baglangi¢c ve bitig tarihi olarak 2009-2015 yillar1 alindiginda
cocuklarin yarisinin bu siiregte Orgiite katildigi goriilmektedir. Kalan 5
cocugun 4’0nun ile C6zum Sireci’nin bitimi sonrast 2016 yilinda, sadece
birinin 2018 yilinda orgiite katildigi goriilmektedir. Coziim Siireci’nin
getirdigi rahatlik ve bu rahathik cercevesinde yapilan etkinlikler, BTO icin
olusturdugumuz radikallesme siirecinin “Etkilesim” katinda bahsettigimiz
sosyal zemin sartlarini olusturmustur. Anne 6’nin g¢ocugu sevgilisinin
ardindan orgiite katilmistir. Sevgilisi doniip, evlenirken o oOrglitte kalmaya
devam etmistir. Anne 1 ve Anne 3’iin gocuklar1 ise sosyal medya yolu ile
Orgiite miizahir kisilerle tanigsmis, onlarin yonlendirmesi ile orgiite
katilmiglardir. Her iki gocuk sanal aglar iizerinden orgiite miizahir kisilerle
irtibatlanmig, sonrasinda bu sanal iliskiyi somutlastirmistir. Bu asamada
PKK’ya 0Ozgiir radikallesme modelinin “Katilim” katindan bahsedilen
iletisim kanallar etkinligi karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.

Tablo 4. Cocuklarin Orgiite Katilim Ortam ve Yontemi (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan

hazirlanmistir)

Yer-Ortam Yintem
Anne 1 Sosyal Medya Kandirma
Anne 2 Arkadas ortami, Sosval ortam Beyin Yikama
Anne 3 Sosval ortam Bevyin Yikama
Anne 4 Arkadas ortan Kandirma
Anne 5 Sosyal ortam Kandirma
Anne 6 Kigisel [ligki Kandirma
Anne 7 Arkadas ortami, Sosval ortam Kandirma
Anne § Sosyal ortam Kandirma
Anne 9 Belirsiz Kandirma
Anne 10 Sosval ortam Kandirma
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Cocuklarin ¢ogu ailelerinin bulundugu maddi durumundan yakinmakta ve
cesitli taleplerde bulunmaktadir. Anne 3 maddi yetersizlikler nedeniyle
cocugunun bunalima girdigini, Anne 5 cocugunun ¢esitli hevesleri oldugunu,
Anne 8 c¢ocugunun istese de sOzli olarak talepte bulunmadiginm
soylemektedir.

Anne 10 cocugunun babasinin kaybi sonrast hevesini kaybettigini
sOylemistir. Bu durum duygusal bir travmaya dair ipucu vermektedir. Bir
diger ¢ocugun babasi Oldiiriilmiistiir ve zor bir ¢ocukluk gecirmistir. Bu
durum da PKK’ya o6zgiir radikallesme modelinin “Etkilesim” katindaki
kisiyi radikal gruplar karsisinda akranlarina gére daha savunmasiz birakan
psikolojik sorunlar yani kisisel faktorler ile baglanti kurulabilir.

Cocuklarin genel olarak gelecege dair hayalleri maddi durumlarini
iyilestirmek iizerinedir. Anne 5’in ¢ocuguna memurluk vaat edilmis, Anne
3’lin ¢ocugu ben olsem de ailem iyi durumda yasar diislincesi ile Orgiite
katilmistir.  Orgiit, sézde is imkanlar1 ile grubun iiyeligi vasitasiyla
kazanilacak sosyal statii ¢ekiciligini kullanmistir (Horgan, 2008, ss.82-83).
Cocuklarin yasadiklar1 yoksunluk hissi, yoksulluk ve maddi yetersizlikler,
PKK’ya 6zgii radikallesme siirecinin “Etkilesim” katinda itici faktor, is
vaadi ise “Katilim” katinda ¢ekici faktor olarak karsimiza ¢ikar.

“Hi¢cbir ortamda kendi fikrinizi belirtmeyin, ¢iinkii kimin ne oldugu
bilinmiyor... fikrinizi asla kimse bilmesin.” Anne 2 g¢ocuklarina bu sekilde
tavsiye verdigini belirtmektedir. Merak ettigi sorularin evde cevabin
alamayan, disarda konusmamasi tavsiye edilen ¢ocugun dis kaynaklara
yonelmesi kaginilmazdir. Aragtirmalar, kisilerin kendilerini ifade etmek icin
alternatif kanallara yonelebilmesi durumunda norm dis1 eylemlere tesebbiis
etme egiliminin az oldugunu séylemektedir (Moghaddam, 2005, s.164).

Anne 1, ¢ocugunun evde agresiflestigini, kardeslerine zulmettigini, Anne 3
cocugunun madde kullandigim1 ve agabeyinden siddet gordiigiinii, Anne 5
cocugunun hir¢in oldugunu, Anne 7 ¢ocugunun sinirli oldugunu, Anne 4
cocugunun ¢ok asi ve dik bash oldugunu soylemistir. Genel olarak aileler
cocuklarindaki davramis degisikliklerini ergenlige baglamistir. Anne 4
¢ocugunun asi hareketlerine karsi ondan ¢eyizini hazirlamasini istemistir. Bu
durum annenin kizin1 erken yasta evlendirme niyetinde oldugunu
diisiindiirmektedir. Bu da PKK’nin radikallesme siirecinde “Etkilesim”
katindaki itici faktorlerden biridir.
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Anne 4 ve Anne 5 hari¢ diger anneler cocuklar ile yakin iliskilerinin
oldugunu ifade etmistir. Cocugunun kendisi ile paylasim yapip yapmadig
sorusuna ise Anne 4, Anne 5, Anne 9 ve Anne 10 olumlu cevap vermemistir.
Anne 9 ve Anne 10 ¢ocuklarinin onlarla paylasim yapmamasini kendileri ile
aralarindaki yas farkinda baglamistir. Anne 3 hari¢ diger annelerin tamami
cocugunun oOrgiite katilmak iizere evden ayrilacagini diisiinmediklerini ifade
etmistir. Anne 3, ¢ocugun siirekli internet kafeye gitmesinden kuskulanmig
ve kardesini onu izlemesi i¢in gorevlendirmistir.

Anne 3, Anne 5, Anne 6, Anne 8, Anne 9 ve Anne 10 sosyal ¢evrelerinden
Orgiite miizahir gruplar oldugunu belirtmektedir. Anne 6, aileden Orgiite
katilan yokken, yasadiklar1 bolgede orgiite katilim oldugunu séylemektedir.
Anne 1, Anne 2 ve Anne 7 ise aileden ve ¢evreden katilim olmadigim
belirtmektedir.

Anne 1 gocugunun orgiite katildigini biraktigi mektup ile, Anne 2 ¢ocugun
arkadaglarindan, Anne 4 sosyal ¢evresinden 6grenmistir. Anne 3 korkarak
cocugun kaybini emniyete bildirmemis, ¢ocugun durumunu daha sonra
emniyetten 6grenmistir. Anne 5 tahmin ederek miizahir partinin il binasina
gitmistir. Anne 6 karakola kayip basvurusu yapmigtir. Anne 7, Anne 8, Anne
9, ¢ocuklarindan dagda olduklar1 siire boyunca hi¢ haber alamamislardir.
Anne 5 yillar sonra ¢ocugu ile telefonda konusmus, Anne 10 ise ¢ocugu
gittikten bir ay sonra ¢ocugu tarafindan aranmistir. Anne 2’nin gocugu ise
ailesi ile sosyal medya {izerinden iletisime ge¢cmistir.

4.2. Kamusal Alan

Cocuklarinin orgiite katilimi sonrasi anneler, ¢ocuklarini geri dondiirmek
icin bireysel ¢aba gdstermeye ve kamusal alana ¢ikmaya baslamistir. Bu
siiregte aileleri, sosyal c¢evreleri ve kamuoyundan c¢esitli tepkilerle
kargilagmiglardir. Cocuklarin mahrem alan déneminde radikallesme siirecine
girdiklerini fark etmeyen anneleri Orgiite katilim sonrast aktif bir 6zneye
doniismiislerdir.  Anneler, diger annelerin oturma eylemini ilk olarak
medyadan takip etmislerdir. Anne 2, “... sonra ¢ocugun geldigini gordiim,
sonra baska aileler de gitmeye baglayinca ilgimi ¢ekmeye baslad:” demistir.
Anne 4 ise teror Orgiitiiniin propagandasina maruz kalmistir, “Sanki daga
gitmis gibi, parayla oturtuyorlar aileleri demislerdi inanmamistim. Cocugu
goriince inandim, polisi aradim konustum. O bana gelen c¢ocuklarin
isimlerini soyledi. Git aileleri ile konus bu ¢ocuklarin hepsi geldi dedi.
Cadira gittim béylece.” Ikili kontrol sonrasi anne kamusal alana ¢ikmaya
karar vermistir. Benzer durumu Anne 5 de dile getirmistir, “Herkes
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oradakiler yalanci, parayla tutulmus, devletin adamlar: diyordu.” Anneler
ilk etapta durumun mizansen olduguna inandirilmiglardir. Bu durum
medyanin inandiriciligi ve terdr orgiitii kanallarinin etkin iletisimi ile ilgili
de ipucu vermektedir. Terdr kanallarmin etkin 6znelerinden olan terérist
Cemil Bayik, annelerin taleplerini “Kiirt soykirimini tamamlamak icin ozel,
kirli, ahlaksiz, psikolojik bir savas” olarak nitelemistir (Art1 Gergek, 2019).

Anne 3 aile Gyelerinden birinin “neden kendini riske atryorsun?” dedigini
ifade etmektedir. Anne 4, siiregte kimseden destek gérmemistir. Anne 6,
esinden ve ¢ocuklarinda destek almigtir. Aile kendini diga tamamen kapatmis
ve kimseyle konugmamistir. Anne 8 giivenlik giiclerinden destek aldigini,
Anne 7 ve Anne 9 hem akrabalarindan hem de yakin ¢evrelerinden destek
aldigimmi belirtmistir. Anne 5 yasadiklar1 ¢evrede oOrgiite miizahir kisilerin
psikolojik baskisina maruz kaldigini ifade etmistir. Bu baskiy1 su climlelerle
anlatmaktadir; “Komsular akrabalar disladi, siz satilmissiniz dedi”. Anne 5,
kendisine bu sozleri soyleyen kisilere “O zaman insan savundugu davaya
once kendi cocugunu gonderir, sen génder cocugunu” seklinde cevap
vermistir. Anne 2, ¢ocugu Orgiite katildiktan sonra orgiite miizahir bir
dernegi basip camlarim1  kirmak istemis ama c¢evresi tarafindan
durdurulmustur. Eylem esnasinda ise hem esinden hem orgiitten korktugu
icin ekran Oniine ¢ikmamis, annesini 6n plana ¢ikarmistir. Annelerin israrli
eylemi, yeni katilan anneler i¢in cesaret verici olmustur. Yeni katilan anneler
“Sizi gordik korkumuz kalmadi”demistir. Anne 1 ise eyleme basladigi
donemde onlarla birlikte olan iki aileden birinin Orgilite miizahir kisilerle
goriistiikten sonra eylemden ¢ekildigini belirtmistir. Anne 1, orgiite miizahir
gruplardan siirekli hakaret isittiklerini, darp edildiklerini ve bir gece
evlerinin kundaklandigini ifade etmistir. Anne 1, eylem yaptigi esnada KCK
Yuritme Konseyi Uyesi Mustafa Karasu’nun  “cocuklarimzi  daga
gondermeyecekseniz  niye doguruyorsunuz?” demesi Uzerine cinnet
getirerek, binadaki parti yetkililerine saldirmistir. Anne 10, “bazilar
elestirdi ama onlar oyle diye de durmadim. Ben kendimi ¢cocugum igin atese
demistir ve ailesinin sosyal hayatim kisitlayarak, ev disina
¢ikarmamustir.

’

atarim’

Genel olarak bakildiginda annelerin sosyal ¢evreden pek destek almadiklan
daha ¢ok kendi ailelerinden destek aldiklar goriilmektedir. Anneler agirlikl
olarak olumsuz olan bu ortamdan siyrilarak kamusal alana g¢ikmuslardir.
Anne 1’in ifadesi ile “korku duvarini yikarak” seslerini yiikseltmislerdir.
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Tablo 5. Kamusal Alanda Anneye Destek Durumu (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan
hazirlanmistir)

Al | A2 | A3 | AA| A5 | A6 | A7 | A8 | A9 | Al0
Aile + +,- | -] - - + + - + +
Sosyal Cevre | - - -

Travmatik deneyimler kisinin yasam enerjisini dogrudan etkiler ve
normal hayata uyum siirecini sarsar, bu da beraberinde fiziksel hastaliklar
getirebilir (Franz R., 2011, s.111). Anneler yasadiklar1 bu siirecte cesitli
hastaliklarla miicadele etmistir. Cogunun hastalig1 cocugu orgiite katildiktan
sonra ortaya ¢ikmistir. Cocuklar1 donmiis olsa da saglik problemleri devam
etmektedir. Anne 2 panik atak, Anne 3 seker ve tansiyon, Anne 8 tansiyon,
Anne 10 seker ve tansiyon hastasi olmustur. Diger kadinlarla hasta
olduklarimi sdylemis ama net bir hastaliktan bahsetmemislerdir.

Koehler deradikalizasyon ve orgiitten ayrilmada aile tiyelerinin kisilere
ayrilma yoniinde yaptiklar1 baskiy1 ¢ekici faktorlerden biri olarak
gostermektedir (Koehler, 2017, s. 19). Nielsen’e gore ise orglitten ayrilma {i¢
fikre baghdir; sevdiklerini kaybetmek, normal bir hayat yasama arzusu,
aileye duyulan 6zlem (Dalgaard-Nielsen, 2013, s.105). Anne 1, Anne 3,
Anne 5 ve Anne 10 ¢ocugunun orgiitten ayrilmasini net olarak kamusal alana
cikist ile iligkilendirmistir. Anne 3, ¢ocugundan su sozleri aktarmaktadir;
“Biz televizyonda Qordiik dedi oglum. Bir gardiyan bizi sikdyet etti,
televizyonu sokiip gétiirdiiler”. Anne 1 ve Anne 5’in ¢ocuklarmin, orgiit
tarafindan zorla gotiiriilerek roportaj videosu ¢ekilmistir ve orgiite miizahir
kanallarda yaymlanmistir. Anlatilar g¢ocuklarin ortamla ilgili ¢esitli
rahatsizliklar yasadiklari ve annelerinin don ¢agrisi ile bu rahatsizlik
duygusunun Orgiitten ayrilma i¢in ¢ekici bir karar dondiigli yoniindedir.
Anne 2, sadece kendi ¢cocugu i¢in degil arkadaslar igin de ¢ekici bir faktor
olmustur.

Deradikalizasyon/orgiitten ayrilmada itici faktdrlerden biri de kisiyi rahatsiz
eden sosyal ortamlar ve olaylardir. Kisinin hayati riskinin olmasi, 6lim
korkusu yasamasi, hapsedilme gibi yasadiklari olaylar da orgiitten ayrilmada
itici faktor olmustur. Kiiflii ekmek yeme, banyo yapmama, hapsedilme gibi
tecriibeler yasayan ¢ocuklardan biri intihar etmeyi denemistir.

4.3. Orgiitten Ayrilma Sonrasi
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Annelerin tamami g¢ocuklari ile kavusma anlarini anlatirken aglamistir. Bu
sirecte kendilerinde ne degistigi sorusu iizerine anneler olumlu vurgular
yapmistir. Anne 1, dnceden tek basina pazara bile gitmezken, simdi daha
cesur oldugunu, Anne 2 6zgiiven kazandigini, Anne 3 artik Allah’tan baska
kimseden korkmadigini, Anne 5 artik evlatlarinin onun hayat onceligi
oldugunu ifade etmistir. Anneler siiregle birlikte duygusal kayiplar
yasamugtir. Anne 1 hislerini “Giivenemiyorsun, artik oglumdan sonra biitiin
giivenim gitti, herkese karst giivensizim. Vicdamimi kaybettim. Insanlara
actmamaya basladim.” ciimleleri ile ifade etmistir.

Anne 1, Anne 2, Anne 5, Anne 9 ve Anne 10, kendi ¢ocuklar1 dondiikten
sonra da eyleme destek vermeye devam etmistir. Anne 1, tiim ¢ocuklara
sahip ¢ikmay1 bireysel vazifesi olarak gérmekte, Anne 2, “Bizim icin bir
cocuk bin ¢ocuk demektir” sozleri ile duygularini ifade etmektedir. Annelere
durumun tekrar1 s6z konusu olursa yine eyleme katilip katilmayacaklar
soruldugunda 9’u tereddiit etmeden katilacagim biri katilmayacagim
sOylemistir. Katilmayacagini sdyleyen anne, kendisine tekrar boyle bir act
yasatirsa ¢ocugunu reddedecegini sdylemistir.

Annelerin fikir diinyalarindaki en belirgin degisim devlet algisina dairdir.
90’11 yillarda ¢ocukluklarini yasayan anneler, aile ve g¢evreden siyasi tarihe
dair negatif aktarimlar almiglardir. Bu durumu anlatirken siklikla “eski
devlet-yeni devlet” ayrimi yapmaktadirlar.

Anne 2: “Telefonum c¢aldi, Bakan bey sizinle goriisecek dediler.
Aklim almiyor. Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti bakani benimle goriisecek. Biz
eskiden karakolun 6niinden gegmeye korkardik™.

Anne 1: “Eskiden karakola gidip bir sikayette bulunamiyordum ¢iinkii
korkuyordum. Bize devleti diisman olarak tanitryorlardi. Bugiin
birakin emniyete gitmeyi koskoca Cumhurbagkani ile bile
goriisebiliyoruz makamina gidebiliyoruz. O yiizden benim ¢ocugum
bu ihaneti yaptiginda utandim.”

Annelerin tamami orgiite kars1 negatif tutum sergilemektedir. Bu tutumun
temeli ¢ocuklarindan ayrilmalaridir. Anne 3 ise biraz farkli olarak negatif
tutumunu Orgiitiin tavrina gore belirlemistir. “Bes sene PKKlilar gelip
sormadi, ag¢ misin tok musun oldiin mii kaldin mi1 diye. Bayramdan bayrama
gelip bir paket lokma birakiyorlardr.” sozleri ile bekledigi karsilig
almadigin1 ifade etmektedir. Aymi anne c¢ocugu ilk gittiginde devletin
kendisine inanmadigini sOyleyerek sitemini dile getirmistir. Bagvurdugu
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giivenlik makamlart g¢ocugu ile goriistiigiinii diisiinerek soziine itibar
etmemistir.

Yasanan siire¢ sonrasi aile i¢inde diger ¢ocuklarin devlete karsi algisinda
pozitif degisim oldugu ifade edilmistir. Anne 2 bu gelismeyi soyle
orneklendirmektedir; “Giizel seylerle karsilasmak ailemizdeki bitin
¢ocuklara sirayet etti. Devlete karsi giiven gelisti. Cocuklar bundan
etkilendiler, ¢iinkii gordiiler. Benim kiigiik kizim anne ben polis olacagim
dedi”. Negatif etkiler ise bir ¢ocugun kaybi nedeniyle diger gocuklardan
bazilarinin okul hayatlarinin sekteye ugramasidir. Anne 1, Anne 8§
cocuklarim1 okuldan almis, Anne 3, Anne 4 asir1 korumaci davranip
cocuklarin sosyallesmesine izin vermemistir.

Anne 1, siirecte ailesinin kenetlendigini ifade ederken, cocugun orgiite gittigi
donemde ailesinin dagildigin1i  sOyleyen Anne 6, doniisii sonrasi
toparlandiklarini ifade etmistir. Aile olarak yemek bile yiyemediklerini,
giden ¢ocugunun odasina giremediklerini ifade etmektedir. Anne 7 ¢ocugun
doniisiinii bayram olarak nitelemis ve aile i¢i iliskilerin diizeldigini ifade
etmigtir. Anne 10 da ¢ocugun kardesleri ile iligkisinin iyi olduguna dikkat
¢cekmistir.

Yapilan aragtirmalar, travmatik olaylar sonrasi ¢ocuklarin yeniden giinliik
hayatlarina dénmeleri ve saglikli bir psikolojilerinin olmasi igin aile destegi
ve aile ici iletisimin 6nemine isaret etmektedir (Saigh, Green ve Korol, 1996,
s.127). Anneler ¢ocuklarimin doniisii sonrasi ailelerini biraraya getirmeye
cabalamis, kaybolan giiveni yeniden tesis etmeye ¢alismiglardir.

5. SONUC

Literatiir okumalarinda anlasilacagi tizere radikallesme, Orgiitten ayrilma ve
deradikalizasyon birden fazla faktorii iginde barindiran karmasik siireglerdir.
Bu c¢alismada g¢ocugu teror Orgiitiine katilmig, sahsi ¢abalart ve kamusal
alana ¢ikist ile cocugunun Orgiitten ayrilmasini saglamis annelerle ylizyiize
yart yapilandirilmis goriismeler yapilmistir. Kesfedici durum ¢alismasi
olarak tasarlanan bu calismada, ii¢ zamansal kesit ve dort boyutta
degerlendirilen veriler, nedensellik ¢ercevesinde analiz edilmistir.

Yapilan ¢alismada, “Kamusal alana ¢tkan ve aktif konuma gelen annenin,
mikro diizeyde oOrgiitten kopus/ayrilma siirecinde etkili olmasi” argiiman
dogrulanmigtir. Anne c¢ocugun oOrgiitten ayrilmasinda belirgin bir faktor

olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Cocuklarin deradikalizasyonu konusunda ise
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net bir olgu ortaya ¢ikmamistir. Bu degerlendirme igin ¢ocuklarla ayri bir
arastirma yapilmasi gerekmektedir.

“Suskunluk doneminde, kabul/notr tutum sergileyen anne, ¢ocugunun
radikalizasyon siireci sonrast orgiite katilmast ile orgiitii reddetme tutumu
sergilemistir” argimani ise ndtr hali ile dogrulanmistir. Anneler
cocuklarinin radikallesme siirecini genel olarak fark etmemistir. Cocuklarda
meydana gelen tavir degisiklikleri, ergenlik veya bagka etkenlerle
aciklanmistir. Ama anne ¢ocugunun orgiite katilimi sonrasi net olarak 6rgutu
reddetme tutumu sergilemistir.

“Cocugun orgiitle orgiitten ayrilmast stirecinde annenin cesareti ve kamusal
alana ¢ikisi ¢ekici bir faktordiir” argliman orgiite katilim sonrasi annesi ile
direk iletisime gegen veya annesini televizyon ekranlarinda goren tUm
cocuklar i¢in dogrulanmistir. Annelerin duygusal tutumu, ¢ocuklarin orgiit
icinde yasadiklar1 ortam ile ilgili rahatsizliklar ile birlikte orgiitten ayrilma
icin gekici faktor haline gelmistir.

“Kamusal alana ¢ikan aktif annelerin, ¢ocuklarimn daga gotirilmesinde
rolii oldugunu iddia ettikleri aktorlere olan tepkilerinin temel nedeni, bu
kisilerin kendi ¢ocuklarimin giivenlik ve refah icinde bir hayat siirmeleri,
buna karsilik annelerden ¢ocuklarimin  hayati risklerine karsi sessiz
kalmalarini  beklemeleridir” argiimant bazi anneler tarafindan kismen
dogrulanmis ve direk dile getirilmistir.

Orgiite katilim yas1 incelendiginde, ¢ocuklarin cogunun 18 yas altinda
olmasi, ¢ocuk istismart konusunu giindeme getirmektedir. Evrensel Cocuk
Haklar1 Beyannamesi ile giivence altina alman 18 yas alti ¢ocuklarin
ailelerinde koparilarak terdr oOrgiitlerine katilimi gocuk haklarina, daha
Otesinde insan haklarina aykiridir. Her bir ¢ocugun radikallesme siireci farkli
dinamiklerle beslenmistir. Kisisel faktor olarak tanimlanan, psikolojik
bozukluklar, diisiik benlik algisi, mental problemler, sosyal izolasyon
arkadassizlik gibi faktorler kisiyi terdr orgiitlerine karsi savunmasiz hale
getirebilmektedir (Vergani, M., Igbal M., llbahar E., Barton G, 2018, s.11).
Cocuklarin yaslar1 diisiiniildiigiinde ergenlik doneminin de siiregler icin
tetikleyici ve hizlandirict oldugu diistiniilebilir.

Cocuklarin orgiite katilm siirecinde etkin faktorlerinden biri “is vaadi”
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Orgiit cocuklar1 meslek ve is sahibi olma
vaadi ile motive etmistir. Radikallesme siirecinin isletildigi mekénlar,
STK’lar, dernekler ve agirlikli olarak genglerin ¢okga ragbet ettikleri internet
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kafe ve kafelerdir. Fiziki mekanlarin yaninda sosyal medya ve sosyal aglar
da radikallesme siirecinin isletildigi kanallardir. Ayn1 zamanda c¢ocuklarm
yasadiklar1 maddi zorluklar yoksunluk kavramini giindeme getirmektedir.
Yoksunluk yasayan kisiler bunu ortadan kaldirmak igin alternatif arayisa
baglamaktadirlar. Norm dahili kanallar ile alternatif bulamayan kisiler norm
disina ¢ikar ve burada terdr Orgiitlerinin iletisim evrenleri ve yogun
propagandasi ile karsilagmaktadir.

Annelerin yarist ¢ocuklar1 orgiitten ayrildiktan sonra da goniillii olarak
eylemlere katilmaya devam etmis ve diger ailelere destek vermistir. Norveg
ve Almanya’da, ¢ocuklarini siddeti mesrulastiran sag orgiitlerden uzak
tutmak isteyen aileler tarafindan olusturulan “ebeveyn aglarn”
diisiiniildiigiinde, calismaya konu olan annelerin de benzer bir ag
olusturduklar1 goriilmektedir. Norve¢ ve Almanya’daki ebeveyn aglart
cocuklart orgiitten uzak tutmak igin kurulurken, Tiirkiye’deki ebeveyn aglar
cocuklart orgiitten koparmak ve bir daha gitmesini engellemek maksadiyla
kurulmustur.

Radikallesmeyi kolaylagtiran faktorlerden biri kisinin aile ve yakin gevresi
tarafindan radikal fikirlerle biiylimesidir (Borum, 2003, s.45). Kisiler
cevrelerinde bu zihinsel altyap1 ile biyiidiiklerinde orgiite katilimlar
kolaylastirmaktadir. Annelerin sdylemleri kendilerinin radikal fikirlerden
uzak oldugu yonindedir. Sageman, kisilerin %75’inin cihada (Sageman
radikallesmeyi dini motifli terdr orgiitleri lizerinden inceler) akrabasi veya
arkadaglar1 ile katildigim One siirer. (Sageman, 2004, s. 43). Anneler
aciklamarinda genel olarak c¢ocuklarin arkadaglart ile birlikte oOrgiite
katildiklarini ifade etmislerdir.

Anne 3’iin ¢ocugu “teslim olmadan oénce, anne sesini duyarsam gelirim
yoksa gelmem korkuyorum beni dldiirecekler "demistir. Anne 2, ¢ocugunun
devletten korktugunu sOylemekte ve c¢ocugunun su climlelerini
aktarmaktadir; “Bana Turkiye Cumhuriyeti’ne gidersen, muebbet hapis
alacaksin demiglerdi dedi, ama bana davramiglarina bak dedi iyi
davranmyorlar.” Cocuklar dondiikten sonrasi ise korkulari ve endiseleri
giderilmistir. Anne 5’in ¢ocugu duygularini, “oradaki arkadaglar bu durumu
gOrse hepsi doner evine gelir. Ben de ¢ok korkuyordum, kafama sikip
oldiirecekler saniyordum, bazi seyler izletiyorlardr bize” sozleri ile ifade
etmistir. Radikallesme siirecinin son asamalarinda “seytanlastirma,
insandisilagtirma” olarak adlandirilan duyguya karsilik, bu tip bir deneyim
yasama, yani diisman ve insandisi olarak belirledigi gruptan sempatik
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tavirlarla kargilagsmasi, kisinin diisman algisindan kurtulmasina yardimei
olmaktadir. (Horgan, 2009, s.19). Annelerin bu duruma dair uzun anlatilart
konunun 6nemine dair ipucu vermektedir.

Radikallesme literatiirii ve modelleri genel olarak kdktenci terdr orgiitleri
ozelinde ¢alisilmistir. PKK ise etnik ve boliicl bir terdr drgltudur. Psikolojik
anlamda modeller incelendiginde pek ¢ogunun ortak noktalar1 oldugu fark
edilmektedir. Model ve faktorlerin birlesimi ile PKK’ya 6zgii olusturulan
model, annelerin sdylemleri 15181nda test edilmistir.

Tablo 7. Radikallesme Siireci (Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmstir)

Etkilesim Katthm 0K
Kolavlagtinm | Kigissl Ttici Sosval | Cekici | Ilstisim | Grup Lidsr +
Faktor Faltir Faltir zamin Faktir | Hanallan | Dinamikleri | Kilti
Ailave Duvensal | Yoksuhik | Soswal |13 +
gavradan travma hissi, ortamlar | Vaadi
katilim Maddi
vakinma
Al + +
Al + + +
Al |+ + siddst + + + +
Ad + + +
AF |+ +sevel + + + +
voksunhi
AE |+ + + (seveilinin +
Latilimi)
AT + + +
AR |+ + + +
AR |+ + + +
AlD | + =+ baba + + +
Layla

Annelerin  anlatilar1  tlizerinden  c¢ocuklarin  radikallesme  siirecleri
incelendiginde; Anne 1’in etkilesim katinda herhangi bir bulguya
rastlanmamigtir. Cocugunu asosyal olarak tanimlayan anne, sadece
akrabalar ile goristigini ifade etmektedir. Katilim katinda ise “iletisim
kanallar’”nin etkisi gorilmiistiir. Sosyal medya {izerinden yurtdisinda
yasayan bir kisi ile goriisen ¢ocuk belediye binasina yonlendirilmistir. Anne
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2’nin  ¢ocugunun radikallesme siirecinde etkilesim katinda “sosyal
ortamlar”in etkisi, katilim katinda “iletisim kanallar1” karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Anne 3’lin  ¢ocugunun radikallesme siirecinde etkilesim katinda,
kolaylastirici bir faktorii olan “aile ve yakin ¢evreden orgiite katilim” faktorii
bulunmaktadir. Bunun yaninda aile bireylerinden gordigii siddet ile
“duygusal travma” ve ‘“sosyal ortamlar” itici faktér olarak karsimiza
cikmaktadir. Katilim katinda ise ¢ekici bir faktdér olan “is vaadi”
kullanilmustir.

Anne 4’lin ¢ocugu radikallesme siirecinde etkilesim katinda “aile ve
yakin ¢evreden Orgiite katilim” faktorii ve “sosyal ¢evre” faktorii
bulunmaktadir. Katilim katinda ise “iletisim kanallar1” etkindir. Anne 5’in
cocugunun radikallesme siirecinin etkilesim katinda “aile ve yakin ¢evreden
orgiite katilim”, kisisel faktdr olan “sevgi yoksunlugu”, “sosyal ortamlar”
faktorii ve itici bir faktor olarak “maddi yakinma” kargimiza ¢ikmaktadir.
Katilim seviyesinde ise iletisim kanallar1 kullanilmigtir. Anne 6’nin
cocugunun radikallesme siirecinde, etkilesim katinda “aile ve yakin ¢evreden
orgiite katilim” varken, katilm seviyesinde katilimi saglayan esas unsur
sevgilisinin  Orgiite katilimi  olmustur. Bu faktdr grup dinamikleri
cergevesinde degerlendirilmistir. Anne 7’nin g¢ocugunun radikallesme
siirecinde, etkilesim katinda “sosyal ortamlar”, katilim katinda “is vaadi”
etkili olmustur. Anne 8’in ¢ocugunun radikallesme siirecinde, etkilesim
katinda ““aile ve yakin ¢evreden oOrgiite katilim” ve “sosyal ortamlar” etkili
olmustur. Katilim katinda ise “is vaadi” etkili olmustur. Anne 9’un
cocugunun radikallesme siirecinde etkilesim katinda “aile ve yakin ¢evreden
orgite katillm” ve “maddi yakinma” varken etkilesim katinda “grup
dinamikleri” 6nplana ¢ikmaktadir. Anne 10’un c¢ocugunun radikallesme
stirecinde, etkilesim katinda “aile ve yakin c¢evreden oOrgiite katilim”,

“duygusal travma”, “sosyal ortamlar” etkili olmus, katilim katinda “grup
dinamikleri” igletilmistir.

Tablodan da anlasilacagi iizere radikallesme siirecinde etkilesim katinda
kolaylastiric1 faktorlerden biri olan “aile ve yakin ¢evreden orgiite katilim”
ve sosyal ortamlar anlamli bir patern olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Diger
etkili olan faktdrler “yoksunluk, maddi yakinma” ve duygusal travma”lardir.
Katilim katinda ise 6n plana ¢ikan g¢ekici bir faktor olan “is vaadi” ve
sonrasinda iletisim kanallaridir. Tki cocuk icin ise “grup dinamikleri” etkili
olmustur.
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Bir grup annenin baglattig1, farkli illerden katilimlarla biiyiiyen ve bir tiir
“ebeveyn ag1” haline gelen bu hareket, pek ¢ok cocugun geri dénmesini
saglamistir. Ulkelerin deradikalizasyon alaninda yaptiklari kurumsal
faaliyetler diisiiniildiigiinde, tek bir birey olarak annenin orgiitten ayrilmada
etkinligi dikkat ¢ekici ve umut vericidir. Arastirma bulgular1 ¢ocuklarin itici
ve c¢ekici faktorlerin etkisi ile bir ikna siireci sonucu orgiite katildiklarini
diisiindiirmektedir. Bu ikna siirecinin baginda etki alam1 olmayan anne,
cocugunun Orgiite katilimi sonrasi etkin bir aktér konumuna gelmistir.
Cocugu donen annelerin bazilari halen diger ailelere destek olmakta ve
ziyaretler yapmaktadir. Radikallesme ile miicadele kapsaminda ailelerin ve
Ozellikle annelerin bilinglenmesi, devlet-aile is birliginin artmasi, Orgiitiin
eleman teminine ciddi bir darbe wvuracaktir. Ayrimcilikla miicadelede
atilacak sosyal adimlar ile birlikte yoksullugu ortadan kaldirmak i¢in, egitim
ve i imkanlarinin artmasi radikallesme siireglerinde kisinin bir iist basamaga
gegmesini engelleyici adimlar olacaktir.
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JINEOLOJi: SOZDE/SAHTE BiR BILiM, FEMINiZM iSTiSMARI,
PKK ENDOKTRINASYONU

Serkan KEKEVi”
OZET

Jineoloji, béliict teror érgutii lideri Abdullah Ocalan’mn feminizmden esinlenerek ortaya attig1
ve bir bilim dali oldugunu iddia ettigi kavramdir. Ancak, Jineoloji irdelendiginde feminist
kavramlari istismar ettigi, feminizmi baglamindan kopardig: anlagilmaktadir. Siddeti ve orgiit
icerisinde kadinin varligim adeta kutsayan bir PKK endoktrinasyon ve propaganda vasitasi
oldugu goriilmektedir. Jineoloji, Ocalan ve &rgiit tarafindan bir bilim olarak sunulsa da
bilimsel kistaslarla incelendiginde ancak sdzde/sahte bilim diizeyinde kalmaktadir. Ote
yandan orgiit tarafindan Jineoloji kavraminin Bati diinyasinda alicis1 oldugu fark edilmistir.
Orgiit biitiin uluslararas: halkla iliskiler ve kamu diplomasisi hedeflerini Jineoloji iizerine
kurgulamustir,  Bu g¢alisma bilim oldugu iddia edilen “Jineoloji”nin feminizmi
aragsallagtirarak, PKK endoktrinasyonu oldugunu savlamaktadir. Kavramsal gergevede
feminizm, kadin ve terdérizm iliskisi ele alinmis ve bu konudaki 6rneklere basvurulmustur.
PKK’nin kadm politikas1 ve kadinlarin PKK igindeki konumu da irdelenmistir. Ardindan
Jineoloji kavrami analiz edilmigtir. Kavramin sdzde/sahte bilim oldugu bilimsel yontem
kistaslartyla degerlendirilmistir. Sonu¢ kisminda PKK’nin Jineoloji {izerinden gelistirdigi
politikalara kars1 6neriler ortaya konulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Jineoloji, Feminizm, PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, Sozde/Sahte Bilim.

JINEOLOGY: A PSEUDOSCIENCE, FEMINISM ABUSE, PKK
INDOCTRINATION

ABSTRACT

Jineology, a concept propagated by the leader of the separatist terrorist organization, Abdullah
Ocalan, claims to be a branch of science inspired by feminism. However, upon closer
analysis, it becomes evident that Jineology exploits feminist ideas while divorcing them from
their original context. This concept serves as a tool for PKK indoctrination and propaganda,
often sanctifying violence and the role of women within the organization. Despite being
presented as a scientific discipline by Ocalan and the organization, Jineology falls short when
evaluated against scientific criteria, remaining at the level of pseudoscience. Indeed, it is
noteworthy that the PKK has recognized the appeal of Jineology in the Western world and has
strategically adjusted its international public relations and diplomatic endeavors accordingly.
This study argues that “Jineology” is a form of PKK indoctrination, instrumentalizing
feminism. The conceptual framework discusses the relationship between feminism, women,
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and terrorism, accompanied by illustrative examples. The PKK’s women’s policy and the
position of women within the PKK are also analyzed. Subsequently, the concept of Jineology
is examined. Based on scientific criteria, the concept is evaluated as pseudoscience. Finally,
recommendations against the PKK’s policies developed through Jineology are presented.

Keywords: Jineology, Feminism, PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, Pseudoscience.
1. KAVRAMSAL CERCEVE

Biyolojik cinsiyet kavraminin Stesine gegerek “cinsiyetin” toplumsal
baglami iizerinden hayatin ve bilimin biitiin vechelerini ele alan; temelde
“ataerkiyi” elestirerek yeni bir toplumsal ve bilimsel teori insa etmeyi
hedefleyen “feminizm” dikkat cekici bir teoridir. Tarihsel siirecte dort dalga
olarak sekillenen feminizmin birinci dalgasi 19. yiizyilin sonlarindan
1960°’lara degin devam etmistir. Oy hakki, egitimde firsat esitligi ve
miilkiyet hakki gibi temel haklar ve kadinlarin bunlardan yararlanmasi
{izerine geligmistir. Ik dalga feminizm Batili beyaz erkegin egemenligine ve
onun kuvveden fiile gegirdigi devlete karsi kadin olarak var olusun ilk
miicadele siireci idi. ikinci dalga feminizm ise 1960’11 yillarda ortaya
cikmigtir. Batida kadinlarin temel haklarina dair sorunlar biiyiikk olgiide
¢oziimlenmis olsa da pratik diizeyde siiren sorunlarin ¢6zUmil Uzerine
odaklanmistir. Ozellikle aile i¢inde kadinlarin durumuna dair konular basta
olmak iizere her alanda esitlik savunusu bu donemin temel belirleyicisi
olmustur. Bu donemde feminizmin ideolojik vechesinin de gelistigi ifade
edilebilir. 1990’larin bagindan itibaren tgilincii dalga feminizmden soz
edilmektedir. Iki kutuplu diinyanin ortadan kalkmasi ve kimlige dayali
siyasetin 6ne ¢ikmasi sonucunda feminizmin giindemine toplumsal cinsiyet
baglaminda kadinlik ve erkeklik, irk, milliyetcilik, etnisite gibi konular
girmistir (Tas, 2016, ss. 166-172). Bu donemde postmodern ve postyapisalci
epistemoloji feminizm teorisi i¢inde yiikselise gegmistir. Dordiincii dalga
feminizm ise 2000’11 yillarda bilgi iletisim teknolojilerinin diinya sathinda
yayilmasi, insanlarin s6z konusu teknolojilere daha kolay ve ucuz sekilde
ulasmasiyla ortaya ¢ikmis ve anlam kazanmistir. Ozellikle internet {izerinden
orgutlenen radikal ve marjinal feminist hareketler sesini duyurmaya
baglamustir. Bu donemde daha ¢ok kimlik, cinsiyet, heteroseksizm, ekolojik
sorunlar sosyal normlar ve cinsel taciz gibi vakalar feminist cerceveden ele
almmustir. Dordiincii dalga feminizm #MeToo ve #TimesUp hareketleri gibi
sosyal adalet kampanyalar1 sirasinda dikkat ¢ekmistir. Literatiirde “Hashtag
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Feminizmi™* olarak da tanimlanan bu feminizm dalgas1 ozellikle
“Uyamiscilik” [Woke]? hareketlerinin iginde olarak ve/veya anilan
hareketlerin farkli fraksiyonlarindan destek alarak internetin de sundugu
imkanla aga bagl olan her yere ve herkese ulasabilmistir.®

Feminizm sosyal olgular1 ataerkillik elestirisi {izerinden ele alirken
toplumsal cinsiyete dayali siddetin biitiin diizeyleriyle ilgilenmekte ve
siddeti bizatihi “erkeklik” sahasi olarak ele almaktadir. Siddetin nedenlerini
cinsiyet baglamindan ele alirken kadinlarin siddetten daha fazla etkilendigi
ve kurban olmasim odagina almaktadir. Bu baglamdan bakildiginda
feminizm agisindan siddete dayali biitiin eylemler, pratikler ve teoriler
elestirilmelidir. Savag ve giivenlik bu bakimdan feminist teorinin énemli ilgi
sahalar1 olagelmistir. Tickner’in (2004, s.45) vurguladig: iizere feministler
genellikle savasin mikro diizeydeki etkisini analiz etmeyi benimsemistir.
Savaglar sirasinda neler olup bittigiyle ve savasin kadinlar ile genelde siviller
Uzerindeki etkisiyle ilgilenmistir. Savaslarin kadinlari, g¢ocuklart yani
“savunmasiz” olarak goriilen diger insanlar1 korumak icin yapildigr mitini
sorgulamistir. Feminist teori agisindan militarizmin olusumunda toplumsal
cinsiyet faktoriinin roll analiz dizeyidir (Gasztold, 2017: 184). Feministler
kadinlarin savasci olmasinin ya da militer politikalar1 desteklemesinin ancak

1 Bkz: Chen, G.M.; Pain, P.; Barner, B. (2018). “Hashtag Feminism”: Activism or slacktivism?, Harp,D.;
Loke, J.; Bachmann, I., (Ed.) Feminist approaches to media theory and research. icinde (ss. 195-218).
New York: Palgrave Macmillan.

2 ABD’de ortaya cikarak Bati toplumlarina ve ardindan diinya geneline yayilan “Uyaniscilik
hareketi/kiiltiirii” ya da “Woke kiiltirii” 2000°1i yillarda 6ne ¢ikmus bir sosyal ve siyasi hareket olarak
tanimlanmustir. Bilhassa giigsiiz gruplarin haklarinin savunulmasi iizerinden kendisini olusturan sol-
liberal ve onun tiirevlerine dayali siyasi alandan beslenen bu hareket genel diizeyde sosyal adalet ve
esitsizlik konularma odaklanmistir. Bu meyanda toplumsal cinsiyet, sif, etnisite, irk gibi sosyal
kategorilerden birey-grup ve toplum iligkileriyle ilgilenmektedir. Uyamsecilik, kendi zaviyesinden
sistemik adaletsizlikleri ele alma ve daha fazla empati ve anlayisi tesvik etme cabasindadir. Ancak
kullanilan politik diskur ve pratikleriyle, ifade 6zgiirliigiinii kisitlama, muhalif goriisleri bastirma ve
kimlik politikalarini bireysel liyakatten iistiin tutma ihtimali nedeniyle de elestirilmektedir. Bkz: Atkins, J.
S. (2023, 5.321). Uyamseilik kiiltiiriinii elestirenler bu hareket igindekileri “Toplumsal Adalet Savasgis1”
(Social Justice Warrior- SJW) kavramu ile tanimlamaktadir. Merriam-Webster sozIligii tammima gore
“toplumsal adalet savascisi”, asir1 ilerici veya solcu olarak goriilen ve tipik olarak 1k, cinsiyet veya
kimlik konularmin ele alinmasinda adalet konularinda asir1 hevesli olarak gériilen kisilere atifta bulunmak
i¢in kullanilan alayc1 ve pejoratif bir terimdir. Bkz: Merriam Webster Cevrim igi SozIugi, Social Justice
Warrior maddesi, Erigsim tarihi: 26.05.2024. https://www.merriam-webster.com/wordplay/what-does-
social-justice-warrior-sjw-mean.

3 Ote yandan Ealasaid Munro’nun Political Insight dergisinin Eyliil 2013 sayisinda yayimlanan
“Feminism: A Fourth Wave?” [Feminizm: Dérdiincii Dalga mi1?] adli makalesinde feministlerin Internet
kampanyalarmin degisimi gergekten saglayip saglamadigi tartigmali olduguna ve ¢evrim igi aktivizmin
giderek gercek diinyadaki gercek sorunlardan kopma yarattigina dikkat ¢ekmistir. Ayn1 zamanda bu
durumun “slacktivizm” yani “tembel aktivizmi” oldugunu ve sosyal medya iizerinden dolasima sokulan
bir dizi imza kampanyast gibi kamuoyundan biyiik destek toplayan, ancak oziinde acil sorunlarmn ele
alinmasinda ise yararligi tartigmali sadece “iyi hissettiren” bir eylem haline geldigini ifade etmistir. Bu
meyanda feminizm internet sayesinde yeniden canlansa da, bunun doniistiiriicii bir siyasi eyleme yol ag1p
agmadigimin tartigmali oldugunun altini ¢izmistir. Bkz: Munro, E. (2013, 5.22-25).
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savas sistemini giiclendirecegi ve bu bakimdan barig lizerinden feminist
politikalarin ve elestirilerin gelistirilmesi ile ataerkil siddet ile “giivenlik”
sOylemlerinin ve politikalarinin marjinallestirilecegini savlamaktadir.

Feminizm icinde siddet ile kadinlik arasinda olumlu bigimde bag
kuran yaklasimlara da rastlamak miimkiindiir. D’amico’nun (1996, s.380)
dikkat cektigi iizere radikal feminist akim i¢inde kadin savasci imgesini
kadmin giicli, kadim zamanlarin anaerkil diizeni, kadin merkezli ve kadin
tarafindan yonetilen toplumun ilk itici giicii olarak tahayyiil edilmektedir.
Toplumun ataerkillikten kurtarilmasi igin askeri araglar gereklidir.
Feminizmin terérizm ile kesisimi ise 1960’1 yillara denk diismektedir.
Devrimci sol terdr dalgasmin giiglii oldugu 1960-1980 arasinda radikal
feministler donemin “devrimci” terdrist taktiklerine paralel cesitli
aktivizmleri ~ savunmuglardir. Bu  anlamda  toplumsal  esitligin
gerceklestirilmesi igin devrimei sola 0zgli eylem gesitleri olan oturma
eyleminden sehir terdrizmine ait biitiin yelpazenin benimsenmesinin
gerekliligi savunulmustur. Radikal feministler devrimci-solcularla topyekdn
bir toplumsal devrimin gergeklesecegine dair ayni inanci paylasmislardir. Bu
baglamda feminizm terdrizmle pratikte ayni hizaya ¢ekilmistir (Third, 2014,
s. 95). Devrimci sol terorin Batida gilic kaybetmesine bagli olarak
feminizmin terorle iligkisi azalmigtir.

Hayatin olagan akisini yasal olmayan ve asimetrik siddet kullanmak
yoluyla bozarak politik hedef(ler)ini gerceklestirmek terérizm tanimlarmin
temel bilesenleridir.* Terdrizmin ilk drnekleri antik ¢aglara degin uzansa da
modern ¢agda terorizm David Rapoport’un (2022) modeline uygun olarak
dort dalgada/dénemde incelenmektedir.

Tablo 1. Ter6r Dalgalart

1. Dalga 1880-1920 Anarsist ya da Etnik/Milliyetci
2. Dalga 1920-1960 Somiirge karsiti

3. Dalga 1960-1990 Yeni/devrimci-sol

4. Dalga 1979- glinimiiz Radikal-Dini

Terorizm ve teror denildiginde akla erkekler gelse de kadinlar,
terérizm tarihi boyunca Onemli figiirler olagelmistir. Modern terdrizmin
dogdugu Rus Carligi, modern anlamiyla ilk kadin terdristlerin de
topraklaridir. Vera Ivanovna Zasulich (1849-1919), Vera Nikolayevna

4 Terdrizmin tanimlanmasina dair gesitli baglamlar igin bkz: Schmid A.P. (2023).
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Figner (1852-1942) ve Sofya Perovskaya (1853-1881)° Rusya’da faaliyet
gbsteren anarsist orgiit Halkin Iradesi’nin (Narodnaya Volya) dikkat ¢eken
kadin yoneticileridir. (encyclopedia.com, 2024; Larocca, 2009). Zasulich
kendisinden sonra gelen kadin teroristler kusagi i¢in bir rol model olma
niyeti tagimasa dahi Rus devrimci hareketinde yeni bir doénemin
baslaticilarindan olmustur (Nagy, 2018, ss. 36). Figner ise 1882°den itibaren
orgiitiin fiili liderlerinden biri haline gelmis ve orgiitiin temel stratejilerini
belirlemistir (Phillips, 2008, s.208). Rus kadinlarin Narodnaya Volya
orgiitline katilmalarindaki temel itki kadinlarin “ataerkil” Rus toplumu
icindeki yerlerini degistirme istekleriydi. Orgiitiin ana giindemi “kadin”
haklar1 olmasa da geleneksel Rus toplum yapisini elestirel radikalizm ve
sosyal, kiiltlirel, dini degerleri alasagi etmeyi hedefleyen Rus nihilizmi
kadinlar agisindan ¢ekiciydi (Delong, 2016, s.6-7).

Anti-kolonyal teror dalgas1 doneminde (1920-1960) Yahudi Haganah,
Irgun ve Lehi orgiitleri kadinlarin yogun bigimde bulundugu orgiitlere
ornektir. Haganah’in ilk donemlerinde kadinlarin 6rgiite katilimi konusunda
orgiit iginde tartigmalar yasanmig 1929 yilinda kadinlarin 6rgiite daha fazla
katilmasi1 gerektigi karar1 alinmigtir. 1937 nin sonlarinda orgiitiin yaklasik 25
bin iiyesinden 5.500 kadarinin kadin oldugu bilinmektedir. Haganah 12-13
yasindaki kiz ¢ocuklar1 dahil olmak {izere her yastan kadimi orgiite dahil
etmistir (Boni-Davidi, 2024).

1960’lardan itibaren yiikselise gegen devrimci-sol terdr dalgasi
doneminde kadinlarin bu tip teror orgiitlerinde de yer aldig1 goriilmektedir.
Yukarida da deginildigi gibi feminizm ile terdrizm arasinda pratik
yakinsamanin temeli bu donemde atilmistir. S6z gelimi Federal Almanya’da
faaliyet gostermis Kizil Ordu Fraksiyonu / Baader- Meinof Grubu (Rote
Armee Fraktion - RAF) kurucularindan Ulrike Meinhof® déneminin en
bilindik kadin terdrist figiirlerindendir. Melzer’in (2015, s.20) ifadesiyle
RAF ile birlikte Bati’da toplumun kadina bigtigi anne, es, erkege bakicilik
yapma ve “hayat veren varlik” tiirlinden yerlesik imgeler tersyiiz olmustur.
Ancak, sosyal olguyu ve ataerkilligi hirpalayan biitiin sylem ve eylemlerin

® Perovskaya ile beraber Car II. Aleksandr suikastindan yargilanan ve tipki onun gibi idam cezasina
carptirilan orgiit yoneticisi Nikolai Kibalchich, Perovskaya hakkinda “...Kizlarimiz erkeklerimizden daha
serttir... Perovskaya da [Timofev] Mikhailov’la ayn: tiirden bir nefrete sahip, ancak bir kadina daha ¢ok
yalkusan farkly bir niiansla... ” sdzlerini sarf etmistir. Bkz: Riggs, R.R. (2017, Chapter 18, s.1).

6 Scribner’e (2015: 151) gore Ulrike Meinhoff eylemciliginin ilk dénemlerinde Evrensel Feminist hareketin
(Frauenbewegung) savlariyla ortiigen fikirler beyan etse de daha sonra feminizmi kadin ve erkekleri bir
cinsiyet savasinda kars1 karsiya getirecek ve sehir gerillalarinin uluslararasi devrime giden yolunu tikayacak
“korkung bir sey” olarak gérmeye baglamigtir.
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sonugta terdrist faaliyetlerle baglantili hatta terdrist eylemlere bagimh
oldugu gercgegini ortadan kaldirmamaktadir. Devrimci-sol dalgada diinyanin
farkli bolgelerinde biiyiik teroér orgiitleri kurulmus ve ciddi sayida kadin
orgiit i¢inde yer almustir.

Yine bu donemde eylemlerini gerceklestiren fakat kokleri anti-
kolonyal dalgaya uzanan [Gegici] Irlanda Cumhuriyet¢i Ordusu
([Provisional] Irish Republican Army- P/IRA) ve kadin militanlar1 Dolours
(1950) ve Marian (1954) Price kardesler, Rose Dugdale (1941-2024) ile
Marion Coyle’dan (1954) s6z edilebilir. Price kardesler Londra’da 1973
yilinda Old Bailey bombali eylemini gergeklestirmistir (National Archives
Ireland, 2004/7/2682). Dugdale pek ¢ok sanat eserinin ¢alindig1 bir eylemi
organize etmistir. Dugdale ve arkadaglarinin tutuklanmasinin ardindan
Coyle, serbest birakilmalari i¢in orglitten arkadasi Harrie Gallagher ile adam
kagirma eylemi gerceklestirmistir. (Irish Independent, 04.05.2014). ABD’de
ise 1978-1985 yillar1 arasinda faaliyet gdsteren Mayis’in 19°u Komiinist
Orguti (May of 19th Communist Organization - M19) kurucularmmn
cogunlugu kadinlardir. 1983 yilinda orglit ABD Senato binasini
bombalamistir (FBI, 1984: 36). M19 Marksist sol ¢izgide yer alsa da radikal
feminizmi temel ideolojik zemin olarak kabul etmekteydi. ABD’de var olan
kadin politikalarinin “burjuva feminizmi” oldugunu savunan orgiite gore
kadinlarin kurtulusu ancak devrimle gerceklesebilirdi (Thulin, 06.01.2020).

Latin Amerika’da ise Kolombiya Devrimci Silahli Giigleri (Fuerzas
Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia- FARC), Aydinlik Yol (Partido
Comunista del Pert / Sendero Luminoso - PCP-SL) ve Farabundo Marti
Ulusal Kurtulus Cephesi (Frente Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion
Nacional — FMLN) kadin katilimmin yiiksek oldugu orgiitlerdir. FARC
i¢inde kadinlarin toplam militan sayisina oran1 2015 itibariyle %40’ olarak
verilmektedir (Bouvier: 2016, s.20). Aydinlik Yol orgiitinde de kadinlar
onemli yer tutmaktaydi. Orgiit lideri Abimael Guzman, Mao’nun kadinlarla
erkekler arasindaki farkin cinsiyetler miicadelesiyle degil simif savasiyla

" Kolombiya hiikiimeti ile 2016 yilinda imzalanan baris anlasmasinin ardindan, eski FARC iiyelerinin
sivil hayata yeniden entegre edilmesi sorumlulugu Yeniden Topluma Kazandirma ve Normallestirme
Ajanst’na (ARN) verilmistir. ANR 2018'de 10.015 eski FARC {iiyesinin kayitladigini ilan etmistir. Bu
verilere itiraz edilse de sayima gore silah birakan militanlarin %77'si erkeklerden %23 ise kadinlardan
miitesekkildi. Kolombiya Ulusal Ekonomik Politika ve Sosyal Cumhuriyet Konseyi’nin Mayis 2022
tarihli bir raporunda ise silah birakanlarin sayis1 14.024 idi. Silah birakan militanlarin %75'i erkek ve
%241 kadin olarak belirlenmistir. Muhalif kongre tiyeleri tarafindan 2022 yilinda hazirlanan bir diger
raporda ise silah birakanlarin %76's1 erkek ve %23l kadin olmak tizere 12.826 militan oldugu
kaydedilmistir. Bkz: Aguilera Mesa, J. (20.03.2023).
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¢oziilebilecegi yoniindeki sozlerine sik sik atif yapmustir. Orgiit tarafindan
siklikla kullanilan “kadinlarin  6zgiirlesmesi” kavrami kadinlart orgiite
katmanin bir yolu olarak tasarlanmigtir. Zamanla 6rgiit icinde farkli kadin
cepheleri olusmustur. Bunlardan 6ne ¢ikan1 Halkgr Kadin Hareketidir (El
Movimiento Femenino Popular — MFP). MFP Universitelerde drgutlense de
asil hedefi koylerdeki kadinlara ulasarak orgiite katilmalarini saglamakti
(libcom.org, 2013).

Zamansal olarak devrimci-sol dalga ile kesisen ve giiniimiizde de bir
teror dalgasi olarak devam eden etnik-ayrilik¢i terdr orgiitlerinin yonetim ve
militan kadrolarinda kadinlarin hatir1 sayilir diizeylerde oldugu yadsinamaz.
Ispanya’da Bask Yurdu ve Ozgirlik (Euskadi Ta Askatasuna - ETA), Sri
Lanka’da Tamil Eeleam Kaplanlar1 (Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam /
Tamilila Vitutalaip Pulikal - LTTE) ve Tiirkiye, Irak, Iran ve Suriye’de
faaliyet gosteren Kiirdistan Isci Partisi (Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan - PKK)
teror Orgutl bariz orneklerdir. ETA’da kadimlarin sayisinin giderek arttigi
gorulmektedir. 2002 yilinda ETA’ya iiye mahkimlarin %12’si kadari
kadinken 2009°da dortte bire yaklagmustir (Tremlett, 26.07.2009). ETA
icinde pek ¢ok kadin yénetici olmustur. Orgiitte “Yoyes” lakabiyla bilinen
Maria Dolores Katarain ETA i¢inde kadina yonelik yerlesik cinsiyet
kaliplarin1 degistiren kadinlarin basinda gelmektedir. (Perez, 2016, s.372).
LTTE orgiitiiniin aktif oldugu donemde ise orgiite baghh “kadin kanadi”
kurulmugtur. LTTE, Tamil kadinlarina erkeklerin elde edebildigi her seye
ulasabilecekleri bir toplum vaadiyle ulasmaya ¢alismustir. Orgiit nihai hedefi
olan bagimsizliga ulagmak ic¢in kadin niifusunu harekete ge¢irmeyi
amaclamigtir. Bu siire¢ icinde Alexander’in (2014) vurguladiglr gibi
kadinlarin orgiite katilimi arttikga Tamil toplumunda cinsiyet iliskilerinde
degismeler yasanmustir. Hatta LTTE’nin kadmlarla ilgili “Ah-lu-mai”
(gliclendirme) kelimesini yaratmasi bunu kanitlar niteliktedir. Tamil dilinde
kadinlarin kendi yasamlar1 iizerinde sahip olduklar gilice ve haklarina dair
bir tanimlama bulunmazken Ah-lu-mai, Tamil kadinlarinin kendi
toplumlarindaki yeni rollere dair 6rgiit retoriginin zemini olmustur.

Teror orgiitlerinde kadinlar basta ikincil rollere uygun goriilse de
kadinlarin erkeklerin iistlendigi biitiin rolleri yerine getirebildiklerinin
anlagilmasi ve 6zellikle devrimci-sol dalga ile kadin erkek esitligi konusunun
teror Orgiitlerinin glindemine girmesiyle kadinlar birincil konumlarda
erkeklerle neredeyse ayni diizeye gelmistir. Ote yandan kadilarin sehirlerde
gerceklestirilecek eylemlerde erkeklerden daha az dikkat cekmeleri de
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kadinlarin orgiitler tarafindan tercihinde belirleyici bir unsur olmustur. Ek
olarak kadinlarin terdr orgiitleri agisindan “cinsel” bir yem olarak goriilmesi
hem orgiite katilan erkeklerin 6rgiit icinde daha kolaylikla tutulabilmeleri
hem de bu yoniiyle kadinlarin istihbarat faaliyetlerinde kullanilmalart
bakimindan orgiitlerin kadinlara yonelik tercihini belirlemektedir (Bayrakly;
Alkanat, 2021, s.122-126). Diger yandan kadinlarin orgiit ig¢inde cinsel
istismara maruz kaldiklari/birakildiklarinin alti ¢izilmelidir.

Terdrist olan kadinlar, kadina dair imlenen saf, masum, naif olma gibi
kategorizasyonlar1 tahrip etmektedir (Sjoberg; Cook; 2011, s.4). Cardak’in
(2023, 5.375) isaret ettigi gibi kadinlarin terorist gruplara katilmalar1 ve teror
eylemlerinde bulunmalar1 bir radikallesme siirecidir. Radikallesme olgusu da
erkeklik ile gergevelendigi icin genellikle kadinlarin durumu yanlis analiz
edilebilmektedir. Anilan durum nedeniyle kadinlarin terdrist olma ve teror
eylemlerinde bulunabilme potansiyelleri anlasilamamakta buna bagh olarak
kadinlar erkeklerden daha az tehlikeli olarak degerlendirilebilmektedir.

Kadinlarin terér orgiitlerine katilimi ile ilgili olarak egitimsizlik, yas
kiigiikliigii ve sosyal dezavantajlarin katilmu arttirdigina dair savlar ileri
siiriilse de kabul edilebilir 6l¢lide kanitlanamamistir. Kadinlarin katilimina
dair daha genis bir baglam oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir (Jacques; Taylor, 2013,
s.36). Katilimi belirleyen temel unsurlar; politik sebepler, sosyal ¢evreden
gelen etkiler, kisisel sebepler, ekonomik sebepler olarak siralanabilir. Bu
sebeplerin detayina inildiginde politiklesmis etno-dinsel nedenler, ideolojik®
nedenlerden kaynaklanan motivasyonlar, ekonomik ve sosyal mahrumiyet,
travmatik deneyimler, intikam duygulari, romantik baglar, aile ve arkadag
cevresi etkisi, kendini ve ailesini korumak, zorla Orgiite dahil edilmek
tiiriinden diizeylerle karsilasilmaktadir (Buchanan, 2014; Salcedo, 2019).

2. PKK ICINDE KADININ DURUMU VE YERI

1978 yilinda Abdullah Ocalan’m liderliginde Diyarbakir’m Lice
ilgesine bagli Fis koyiindeki toplant®® neticesinde kurulan o6rgit sol
ideolojiye dayali Marksist-Leninist ¢izgiyi ve askeri pratikte Maocu

8 Feminist egilimlerin gii¢lii oldugu sosyalist- komiinist ideolojik yapilarda kadinlarin terdr érgiitlerine
katilimlarinda artis oldugu savunulmaktadir. Ancak etnik ayrimeilik, milliyetgilik, feminizmin i¢ ice
gectigi durumlarda da kadinlarin teror orgiitlerine katildiklar goriilmektedir (Gonzalez-Perez, M., 2008,
s. 15).

® Toplantiya katilanlar sirastyla Abdullah Ocalan, M. Hayri Durmus, Mazlum Dogan, Seyfettin Zogurlu,
Abdullah Kumral, Cemil Bayik, Duran Kalkan, Ali Haydar Kaytan, Sakine Cansiz, Baki Karer, Kesire
Yildinm, Ali Giindiiz, Hiiseyin Topgider, Ali Cetiner, Abbas Goktas, Faruk Ozdemir, Ferzende Tagac,
Mehmet Cahid Sener, Mehmet Turan, Sahin Donmez, Resul Altinok, Suphi Karakus (PKK Online, 2024).
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stratejiyi benimsemistir. Sovyetler Birligi’'nin 1991 yilinda yikilmasi
ideolojik tabanli teror dalgasini geriletmis etno-dinsel vechesi One g¢ikan
teror dalgasi giderek biiyiimiistiir. Sistemik degisime ayak uyduran PKK
temel ideolojik cizgilerine vurgu yapmakla birlikte sentetik, pragmatik ve
etnik boliicii sdylemler iizerine siyasetini sekillendirmistir. Orgiitiin kurulus
doneminde kadinlar yer almakla beraber PKK kadrolarinda kadinlarin
sayisinda 1990’I1 yillarda artis goriilmiistiir. 1980°lerde orgiit ve kadin
iligkisi Marksist cihetten tanimlanmistir. PKK’nin temel sdylemi somiirge ve
feodalite tezleridir. Orgiit “Kiirt halkin1” harekete geciren “parti-onderlik”
mitini insa ederek Kiirtleri mobilize etmeyi hedeflemistir. Bu donemde orgiit
yaymlarinda kadinlara yonelik olarak miicadeleye katilma cagrilar
yapilmaktaydi.'® Bu stratejinin tamamlayicis1 ise Kiirt aile yapisinm ve
kadinin yerinin sorgulamaya agilmasi ve PKK’nin modernlestiriciligi retorigi
idi. 1986 yilindan itibaren Orgiitin kadinlara yonelik g¢agrilarinin ve
propagandalarinin arttig1 goriilmektedir. Orgiit ilk donemlerinde kadilari;
anneler, kardesler ve gelinler gibi kategorilerle ele alsa da nihai hedefte her
kadin PKK’l1 olmali hatta “PKK 'min kadini” olmaliydi. S6zgelimi Orgiitiin
yaym organi Serxwebun dergisinin Mart 1986 sayisinda “Bagimsiz-
Demokratik ve Birlesik Kiirdistan I¢in Kiirdistan Kadinlar: Birer Ozgiirliik
Kahramani Olmasini Bileceklerdir” baghigiyla nesredilen yazida yer verilen;

“...Gergektende Partimiz, ulusal-toplumsal bunyemizdeki
somrgeci- feodal yapi ve izlere karsi miicadelenin en zorlusunu bu
alanda vermis; proletaryanmin esitlik ve ozgiirliik anlayisinin gercek
zeminini, -zincirlerini kirmak isteyen her geng kiz ve kadina saflarim
agip- en titiz egitimden gecirerek, onlara en ileri gorevierde yer
vererek, somirgeci- feodal yapimin hapsedip dumura ugrattigr tiim
yeteneklerini agiga ¢ikararak, yiireklerinin ne blyUk bir yurt sevgisi
ve cesaretle dolu oldugunu kendilerine dahi gdsterip- buna inang
duyurarak en anlamli bicimde toplumumuza sunmugstur. Parti
saflarimizda kadina gosterilen bu yer insamin yiiceliginin zirvesidir.
Evet, Partimizin bu ¢abalart bosa gitmemistir. Kiirdistan in ozgiirliige

10 Serxwebun dergisinin Mart 1986 sayisinda “...Hilvan —Siverek direnisi Kiirdistan kadimin kélelik
zincirlerini par¢alayarak miicadele iginde yeniden varolma savasiminda énemli bir doniim noktast oldu.
Kurdistan kadum fedakdr yurtsever ve cesur karakteri ile bu miicadelede can alici gorevier iistlenerek
devrim miicadelesi i¢inde onurlu bir yer aldi ve goz alict hizmetlerde bulundu. Toplumun diger ezilen
kesimleri ile birlikte devrimci miicadeleye sadakatle sahip ¢ikarak gelecek i¢in umut verdi, direnisin her
kesiminde yer almaktan ka¢inmadi...” yazis1 paylasilarak kadinlarin cesareti ve basarilarma vurgu
yapilarak kadinlara ve orgiit i¢inde erkeklere de doniik propaganda yapilmistir (Serxwebun, 1986a: 11).
1990’11 yillarda itibaren benzer propagandif yazilarin sayisinda artis olmustur. Bilhassa derginin yillik
yaymmladigi “sehitler alblimlerinde” kadin {izerinden yapilan propagandanin vurgusu ve dozu
yiikselmistir.
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dogru akmak isteyen gen¢ kiz ve kadinlari bunun karsiligini
vermislerdir ve daha da vereceklerdir. Elde silah diigmanla ¢atisma
ortaminda sehit diisen Rahime Kahraman, Cicek Selcan ve Hanim
Yaverkaya yoldaslara Partimizin ektigi bu o&zgiirliik tohumlarinin
ciceklenisidir. Ve halen Parti saflarinda bulunan bayan devrimciler,
Rahime, Cicek ve Hanim’larin bu kahramanca direnislerini genelde
savasin tiim alanlarinda ve ozel olarak da Kiirdistan kadini icerisinde
stirdiirecekleri calismalarinda, yaratacaklar orgiitliiliikle
tamamlanacaktir...” (Serxwebun, 1986b, s.21)

ifadelerinden anlagildigi gibi Orgiit kadinlarin katilimina biiyliik 6nem
atfetmekteydi. Orgiitiin kadma yonelik cagrilarmin temelinde militan ihtiyaci
yatmaktaydi. Zaten 3. PKK Kongresi’nde 0rgltin “askere alma yasast”m
ilan etmesi de tesadif degildi (Milli Giivenlik Kurulu Genel Sekreterligi,
1994, 5.738). Anilan kongrede PKK’nin cephe/propaganda yapilanmasi olan
Kiirdistan Ulusal Kurtulus Cephesi (Eniya Rizgariya Netewa Kurdistan-
ERNK) altinda Kiirdistan Yurtsever Kadinlar Birligi (Yekitiya Jinén
Welatparezén Kdrdistan- YJIWK) yapilandirilmistir. Avrupa merkezli galisan
ve daha ¢ok propaganda faaliyeti gosteren oOrgiitlenme PKK tarafindan
islevsel bulunmayinca orgiitiin 5. Kongresinde kadin meselesi tartigilmis ve
kongrede “Kadin Ordulasmas1” hakkinda cesitli kararlar alinnustir. Orgiitiin
o donemdeki silahli yapilanmasi Kiirdistan Halk Kurtulus Ordusu (Artésa
Rizgariya Gelé Kurdistan- ARGK) altinda bir kadin ordusunun kurulmasi ile
kadin ordulagmasimin gii¢ biiylitmenin asli unsurlarindan oldugu ve 16 yas
ve lizeri kadinlarin bu yapiya dahil edilmesi gerekliligi ilan edilmistir (PKK,
1995, s5.224-225). Kararlara binaen 8 Mart 1995’te 1. Ulusal Kadin Kongresi
diizenlenmis ve Kiirdistan Ozgiir Kadinlar Birligi (Yekitiyé Azadiyé Jinén
Kurdistan - YAJK) kurulmustur.

Aliza Marcus (2009, s.232) 1993 yilinda oOrgiitiin iicte birinin
kadinlardan olustugunu iddia etmektedir. PKK’nin 1990°l1 yillarda
kadinlarin orgiite katilimim arttirmaya yonelik girismelerinin bazi nedenleri
vardi. Ilk olarak orgiit Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri (TSK) ile miicadele ederken
giderek daha fazla militana ihtiyag duymaktaydi. Ciinkii basta Abdullah
Ocalan olmak iizere orgiitiin karar alict kadrosu “uzatilmis halk savasi”
stratejisi uygulamay1r hedeflemekteydi. Bunun igin 0Oncelikle stratejik
dengenin saglanmasi1 gerekmekteydi. PKK’ nin elindeki militan kadrosu ile
bunu yapmasi imkansizdi (Ozdag, 2005, s. 50). Ikinci olarak TSK’nin
diizenledigi operasyonlar neticesinde oOrgiit kayiplann kritik seviyeye
ulasmusti. Bu durum orgiit ici moral motivasyonu da etkilemistir. Orgiitte
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kadinlarin sayisinin artmasi hem erkekleri ¢atismaya motive edecekti hem de
orgiitten kagmalarmi engelleyecekti.'! 1990’larda PKK’nin militan tabani
bulmasinda ve orgiite kadinlarin artan katiliminda kolaylastirict faktorlerin
oldugu gercegi de yok sayilmamalidir. Kadinlarin terdr orgiitlerine yonelik
katilim motivasyonlarin1 belirleyen -yukarida degindigimiz- faktorler
PKK ya katilan kadinlar i¢in de gegerlidir.'?

YAJK girisimi de basarisiz olunca, 1996 yilinda, orgiit kadin
stratejisini aym1 tutmakla birlikte taktik degistirmistir. Ayn1 yil Abdullah
Ocalan “kopus teorisi” adin1 verdigi bir kavramsallastirma ile kadinlik
durumu, erkek egemenligi ve orgiitte cinsiyet konumlanmalarin1  sdylemsel
diizeyde tartismaya agcmistir (Ronahi, 2024). Ancak Ocalan’m denedigi bu
kavramsallagtirma bagarisiz olunca teror Orgiitii lideri“Erkegi oldiirme
kurami”ve “Kadin kurtulus ideolojisi” adi altinda yeni kavramsallagtirma
girisimlerinde bulunmustur (Zerya, 2022, s.320-325). Ocalan 2000’lerde
yani Imrali’daki ceza infaz siirecinde mezkir yaklasimini “sonsuz bosanma”
olarak tanimlamigtir. Anilan kavramsallastirma “es-yasam” adi altinda orgiit
tarafindan Kiirdistan Topluluklar Birligi (Koma Civaken Kurdistan — KCK)
sistemi i¢inde modellenmistir. 1996 yil1 6rgiit stratejisi ve orgiitte kadinlarin
konumu agisindan yeni bir donemi de baslatmistir. Miicavir alanda ve
kirsalda agir kayiplar veren orgiit 4. Ulusal kongresi ile “sehir gerillacilig1”
modelini de uygulamaya koymus; “intihar eylemleri” ve kadinlarin bu
eylemlerde kullanilmasi merhalesini baglatmigtir (Serxwebun, Temmuz
1996, s.18). Yukarida isaret ettigimiz gibi kadinlar ana, kardes, es, gelin idi.
Bundan bdyle PKK’l1 kadmlar intihar eylemciligi ile mitolojik yaratiklara,
antik ¢ag tanrigalarina doniismekteydi (Caglayan, 2007). Orgiit lideri Ocalan
intihar eylemini “kutsal” bir yol olarak nitelerken, orgiit yoneticisi Murat
Karayilan “PKK’nin yeni taktiksel ¢ikis1i” olarak ilan etmekteydi

1 Orgiit icindeki kadin-erkek ve cinsellik meseleleri PKK lideri Abdullah Ocalan agisindan hep sorunlu
bir alan olagelmistir. Bir yandan cinsellik ve kadin-erkek meselesi tizerinden erkekligi ve kadmlig
agilayarak yeni bir baglama oturtmaya galisirken diger taraftan bu iligkilerin Orgilitin devamlilig
agisindan ne dlgiide énemli oldugunu kendisi de itiraf etmektedir. Ornegin Apocu Militan Kisilik T adiyla
yayimlanan (1995: 141) konusmalarinda * ...Yigitseniz, ¢ok giizel yasamak istiyorsaniz; cinsellikten
tutalim en biiyiik aska kadar ozgiirliik istiyorsamiz, bunun dogru yolu vardw, o dogru yolu
bulacaksiniz...” ve Nasil Savasmali? Halk Savasi Ordulagmasi Uzerine I (1992: 15) adli yayindaki
“...Ordulasma deyip ge¢cmeyelim. Goziiniizii agin ve gercegi goviin. Iginizden yaman komutan ¢tkmiyor.
Erkekler sayica kalabalik olmasina ragmen, sizden daha ilerdeler. Fakat sizden de zeki komutanlar
ctkabilir. Bu erkekler ordusunu yiiriitmede bazi rolleriniz olabilir, hatta kadro ordusunu devreye
sokabiliriz. Ashinda erkekler bir kadin gordiiklerinde hemen himayelerine aliyorlar ve siz de hemen
himayeye siginiyorsunuz. Ben size boyle yapin demedim. Belki siz daha cesursunuz, belki daha
fedakarsiniz, belki oz giiciiniize ihtiyacimiz var, orgiite ihtiyaciniz var. Neden birlik kuramadiniz veya
neden birlik kuramiyorsunuz?...” ifadeleri durumu agik bir sekilde ortaya koymaktadir.

12 Bu konuda bkz: Erdem, N. (2017, s5.8-26). Ayrica krs. Muschara, M. (2015, 5.58-67).
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(Serxwebun, Temmuz 1996, s.12-18). Bu sirecin ilk eylemi orglte 1995
yilinda katilan Zilan kod adli Zeynep Kinaci tarafindan 30 Haziran 1996°da
Tunceli’de gerceklestirilmistir. Ocalan bu eylemi erkeklere doniik olarak
kendi cinsiyet perspektifinden sdyle degerlendirmistir:

“...Erkeklik manevi anlamda, bir cinsel varlik olmaktan éteye
moral bir deger olarak séze daha fazla baghlik anlamina gelir. Bu
temelde erkekliginizi Zilan yoldasin kadinligryla karsi karsiya getirin,
en kadincil bir durumu yasayanin siz-er oldugu ortaya ¢ikar. Benim
bu ongoriim ashnda dogrulaniyor. En yigit bir davranistan ve
erkeklikten bahsedilecekse aslinda boyle kanitlantyor...” (Serxwebun,
Temmuz 1996, s. 14).

Bu sozlerden anlasilacag iizere Ocalan’in orgiit igindeki erkeklerin
“eylem iradesi”, “savagma” kapasitesiyle ilgili ciddi sorun yasadig1 agiktir.
Ayrica PKK 4. Ulusal konferansa ait “ordulagma” belgeleri incelendiginde
oOrgiitiin stratejik denge/stratejik saldirt diizeylerinde biiyiik dl¢iide basarisiz
oldugu ortadadir. Ornegin belgede “Savas Tarzi Uzerine” yapilan

degerlendirmede;

“...Savagan gii¢lerimizin diismanin durumunu ve planlamasini
adim adim izlemekten geri kaldigi gibi, parti ¢izgisini, temel taktik
esaslart anlamayan ve sorgulamayan, sigi-geri diizeyi, savags Uzerinde
gerekli yogunlasmadan uzak olusu ve dolaysiyla kendi giiciine uygun
diismanin  planlamasimi  bosa  ¢ikartabilecek  bir  tedbirlik
gelistirmesinden wuzak kalmasimi dogurmustur. Bunu sonucunda
daralma yasanmuig, kitle baglari [militan katiliminin  diismesi
kastediliyor] zayiflamistir. Savasin gelisim diizeyine gore kendisini
donatmayan kisi ve birimler erimekten kurtulamamis, koye dayali
rahat yasam zeminini ortadan kallkinca ideolojik-politik olarak
geriligi yasayan bazi komuta giicii bir inangsizlik ve kararsizligi
yasanmustir...” (Serxwebun, Eylil 1996, s. 20)

vurgusu yapilmig; Orgiitiin militan kazanmada ve katiliminda yasadigi
zafiyet kabul edilmistir. Diger yandan PKK’nin kadinlara dayali militan
sayisini arttirma ve sarsici intihar eylemlerini baglatmasinin altinda yatan en
onemli neden bilhassa 1992 yilindan itibaren TSK’nin Orgiite yonelik
diizenledigi operasyonlardi. TSK 1983’ten itibaren Irak’in kuzeyine yonelik
operasyonlarda bulunmaktaydi. Ancak I. Korfez Savasi sonrasi Irak’a ABD
onderliginde koalisyon gii¢lerinin miidahalesi ardindan Huzur Operasyonu
ve 36. Paralelin kuzeyinde ugusa yasak bdlgenin olusturulmasi bolgede
otorite boslugu dogurmus buna binaen PKK ter6rii hizlaninca TSK 1991°den
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itibaren PKK’ya yonelik pek c¢ok operasyon yapmustir. Bilhassa Celik
(1995), Atmaca (1996) ve Balyoz (1997) gibi blyiik operasyonlar 6érgutin
militan kapasitesine ve moraline biiyiik zarar vermistir.

Kadin intihar eylemleri PKK yonetici kadrolar agisindan oOrgiitiin
icine yonelik olarak moral motivasyona dair, Turkiye kamuoyuna yonelik
olarak korkutucu, infial yaratici sonu¢ almak i¢in aragsal bir yontem olarak
gorliilmiistiir. Zaman iginde Orgiit sikistikca kadin terdristlerin intihar
eylemleri artmistir.

PKK teror orgitu lideri Abdullah Ocalan’in 15 Subat 1999°da
yakalanmasinin ardindan yonetimsel kriz yasayan orgiit yapisal degisiklige
gitmistir. 2000 yilinin Ocak ayinda Halk Savunma Giigleri (Hézén Parastina
Gel - HPG ) PKK’nin silahli kanadi olarak duyurulmustur. 2004 yilinda
HPG icinde 6zerk kadin silahli 6rgiitii olarak Star Ozgiir Kadin Savunma
Birlikleri (Yekineyén Jinén Azad é Star/ YJA-Star) kurulmustur (YJA Star,
2024a). 2005 yilinda ise oOrgiit faaliyet gosterdigi alanlarda gecerli bir
anayasa metni niteligindeki KCK sozlesmesini ilan etmistir. Belgenin” 37.
Maddesinde Yice Kadinlar Birligi (Koma Jinén Bilind - KJB ) adiyla bir
kadin yapilanmasi tanmimlanmistir. Sozlesmeye gore kadin yapilanmasi
“Kadimin komiinal-konfederal topluluk sistemidir. KCK 'nin temel organiari,
komiteleri, alan merkezleri icinde ézgiin, ézerk yer alwr ve oOrgiitlenir.”
seklinde tanimlanmistir. Yine sozlesme uyarinca KJB’nin ideolojik parti
yapilanmasi Kiirdistan Ozgiir Kadin Partisi (Partiya Azadiya Jinén Kurdistan
— PAJK), silahl1 giicii YJA-Star, toplumsal alan orgiitlenmesi, kadinin ayri
kitle orgitliiliigii yani cephe yapist olarak belirlenmistir (T.C. Diyarbakir
Cumhuriyet Bagsavciligi, 2009, s.17, 22). PKK’nin kadmn politikalar1 bu
sekilde evrilirken 2011 yilinda Suriye i¢ savaginin patlak vermesi orgiit i¢in
bir doniim noktas1 olmustur. Esad rejiminin Suriye’nin kuzeyini bosaltmasi
sonucunda PKK’nin Suriye’nin kuzeyinde etkinlesmesi ve alan derinligi
kazanmas1 oOrgiite KCK sozlesmesini teoriden pratige gecirme imkam
vermistir. Ikinci olarak orgiitiin uluslararast kamuoyunda “kadinlik ve
feminizm” iizerinden dikkat ¢ekmesi ise PKK ve ona bagli Demokratik
Birlik Partisi (Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat- PYD), Halk Savunma Birlikleri
(Yekineyén Parastina Gel-YPG ), Kadin Savunma Birlikleri (Yekineyén
Parastina Jin - YPJ ) orgiitlerinin Irak Sam Islam Devleti (ed-Devlet’ul
Islamiyye fi’l Irak ve’s Sam- DAES) ile Suriye’nin kuzeyi ve Irak’m kuzeyi
iizerinde hakimiyet miicadelesine girismesi ile olmustur. PKK, DAES ile
miicadelesini s6ylemsel diizeyde kadin (YPJ)- erkek (DAES) miicadelesi ve
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kadin varolusuna ¢evirmistir. Radikal dinci DAES militanlarina karsi
Ozgiirliigiinii savunan sekiiler “Kiirt” kadin1 imgesi mesajini sosyal medya
basta olmak iizere iletisim kanallarindan dolasima sokmustur (Efe, 2018).
Ozellikle Suriye’nin kuzeyinde Ayn el-Arab (Kobani) ve Irak’in kuzeyinde
Sincar’da DAES ile ¢atismasinin Bat1 medyasina yansimasini 6rgiit giiclii bir
halkla iligkiler g¢aligmasina doniistiirmiistir. Giinaydin (2023, s.383-385).
YPJ’li kadinlarin Bati medyasindaki temsillerinin adeta “viral oldugunu”
(internette hizla yayilan igerik) belirtmektedir. Militan kadinlar;
cekiciliklerini 6ven hayran sayfalari ve videolar sayesinde Batida “Atesli
YPJ'li”, “Kiirt Angelina Jolie”, “Kobane 'nin Melegi” imlemelerle medyatik
ikonlara doniismiistiir.® Bunlar “cinsiyet¢i”, “egzotiklestirici” tanimlamalar
olsa da 0rgit Bat1 kamuoyunda “pozitif” zemini yakalamay1 bagarmustir. Bu
baglamda o6rgiit YPJ nin kadin otoritesi olarak adeta feminist bir devrim
gergeklestirdigini iddia etmektedir (Yanarigik, 2021, s.251). Hatta Flock’in
(2024) ifadesiyle “Cinsiyet esitligini tegvik eden “titopik” bir toplum, devam
eden Tiirk saldirilarina ragmen ISID’in kiillerinden dogmaya devam
etmektedir.” Ozellikle PKK’nin siyasal iletisim stratejisinde feminizm ve
kadinlik 6n plana cikarilarak Batida kimlik(ler), cinsiyet(ler) siyasetinin
gicli oldugu ve ‘“uyamiggilik” kiiltliriiniin  yiikseldigi donemde 6rgiit
uluslararas1 halkla iligkilerini ve/veya kamu diplomasisini bu mecradan
yiiriiterek uluslararas1 kamuoyu destegini almay1 hedeflemektedir.*

Ote yandan konu ve/veya kavramlar PKK gibi bir teror 6rgut ile ilgili
olunca hi¢bir kavram, teori, sdylem ve eylem siddete uzanmaksizin
kullanilamaz. Orgiit i¢in ancak siddeti mesrulastirmaya yariyorsa islevseldir.
Bu meyanda feminizm ve kadinlik orgiit igin aragsaldir.™

13 Giinaydin 6rgiite bagh kadin militanlarin bundan rahatsiz oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Orgiit politikalari

acisindan kadinlarin cinsiyetgi yakistirmalardan memnun olmadiklarini beyan etmeleri normaldir.

14 Batili medyada PKK-PYD-YPJ iiyesi kadinlarla ilgili haberlerde kullanilan dile ait metin analizi igin
bkz: Dean, V. (2019, s.1,19).

15 Ornegin YPJ’nin onde gelen militanlarindan (Srgiite gére YPJ komutani) Meryem Kobane kendisiyle
yapilan roportajin  bir kisminda  “...Burada, Kobane'de gdsterilen miicadelenin, fedakdrligin
Ortadogu’nun Rénesans’t olacagimi diisiiniiyorum. Hicbir sey burada savasan kadinlarin géziinii
korkutamiyor, onlar biitiin halklarin birlikte, esit bir sekilde yasayacagi giinler icin savastyor. Ozgiir
olmak isteyen, kalbi 6zgurlik i¢in [¢arpan ya da atan olmali orijinal metinde eksik] her kadin bu
miicadeleye destek vermeli. Ki bizim miicadelemiz sadece silahli bir miicadele degil, toplumsal bir
miicadele ve haklarimizi alma miicadelesi....Bati devletleri Kiirtlerin giiciinii hala Kiirdistan’ isgal eden
devletlerin yedek giicii olarak goriiyor. Isgalci devletlerin etkisinde kalarak, onlar da Kiirdistan'm
pargalart arasinda sinir olmasint istiyor, Lozan Anlagmasi’'nda oldugu gibi. Ama sinirlar olsa da, bugiin
Kiirtlerin kalbi bir olmus durumda. Yeni Kiirt neslini kimse kandiramaz, par¢alayamaz...” Bkz: “YPJ
Komutam1 Meryem Kobane: ISID’in Saldigi Korku Kobane’de Yenilgiye Ugradi”. Erisim tarihi:
01.06.2024. https://civiroglu.net/2015/01/25/meryem_ypj/, Kobane’nin agiklamalar1 feminizm, direnis,
ozgiirliik ile stirerken konu Lozan Antlasmasma geliyor. Kendi ifadeleriyle Kadin Savunma Birligi olan
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3. JINEOLOJi: KAVRAM, TEMELLERI VE iSLEVSELLIGI

PKK terér orguti lideri Abdullah Ocalan’in yakalanmasimin ardindan
orgiitiin yapisinda degisiklik yaparken silahlanmanin yaninda “parti”
yapisini  giiglendirme ve siyasallagsma stratejisine a@irhik vermistir.'
Kadinlara yonelik calismalar da zikredilen stratejinin bir pargasidir. Orgiit
1980’11 yillardan bu yana feminist izler tagiyan kadin dergileri nesretmistir
(Agik, 2014, s.116). Tirkiye’de sol eksende ve “Kiirt kadinlarinin
sorunlarina” duyarh pek ¢ok feminist yayinin yapildig1 da gercektir. Fakat
Orgiit zaman i¢inde ve Jineoloji kavrami ve Jineoloji caligmalartyla Kiirt
kadimi orijinli meseleleri ve buradan tasarak genel olarak feminizmi tekeli
altina almaya ¢alismaktadir.

Jineoloji, “Jin” (Kiirt¢e: kadin/hayat) ve “loji” (Latince: bilim)
kelimelerinin bileskesinden tiiretilmis ve “kadin bilimi” manasina gelen bir
kavramdir (Jineoloji Akademisi, 2015, s.157). Jineoloji kavram ilk defa
2008 yilinda PKK terdr orgiitii lideri Abdullah Ocalan’in “Ozgiirliik
Sosyolojisi” adl kitabinda yer almistir (Ocalan, 2008, s5.92). Ocalan bu
kavramui tercih etmesinin nedenini su sekilde izah etmektedir:

“...Tiim bilimlere oldugu gibi sosyal bilimlere de damgasini
vurmus erkeklik soyleminde kadindan bahseden satirlar, gerceklige
hic dokunmayan propagandatif yaklagimlaria yiikliidiir. Kadinin
gercek statiisti bu soylemlerle tipki uygarlik tarihlerinin sinif, sémiirii,
baski ve iskenceyi értbas etmesi gibi belki de kirk kez ortiilmektedir.
Feminizm yerine jineoloji (kadin bilimi) kavrami amact daha iyi
karsilayabilir. Jineoloji’nin ortaya c¢ikaracagr gergekler herhalde

YPJ’nin komutan1 Lozan Antlagsmasina atif yaparak Tiirkiye nin varlik sebebini sorguluyor. Bu baglamda
as1l maksadin feminizm vs. degil Tiirkiye’nin par¢alanmasi oldugu agiktir.

16 Orgiit yayin organi Serxwebun dergisinin Ekim 1999 tarihli sayisinda 6rgiitiin yeni stratejisi hakkinda
“... Iginde bulundugumuz yeni siire¢ bu anlamda ge¢mis siiregten farklhidir. Ge¢miste silahl siddeti temel
miicade le big¢imi olarak ele aldik; siyasi miicadeleyi buna bagh, buna hizmet eden bir miicadele olarak
gordiik. Bununla, ulasmak istedigimiz noktaya geldik. Hatta bu noktada fazla israr ettik ve bu bizi bir
yerde tikanmaya gotiirdii. Simdi bu yaklagimimizda koklii bir degisiklik yapryoruz ve stratejik bir
degisikligi yasiyoruz. Temel miicadele bigimi olarak siyasi miicadeleyi, yani halkin orgiithiliigiinii ve
eylemliligini, kitlelerin miicadelesini temel miicadele bi¢imi olarak ele aliyoruz. Bundan sonra halkin ulu-
sal-demokratik gelisimini saglayacak temel miicadele ve ¢alisma bigimi bu oluyor. Diger miicadeleler,
calismalar buna baghdir ve buna hizmet eden miicadeleler olarak ele alimp, bu temelde uygulanacaktir...
Boyle bir siireci ne tiir ¢alismalarla yiiriitmeyi ongoriiyoruz? Tabii birinci planda Kiirt toplumunun, Kiirt
halkimin biitiin pargalarda ¢ok ileri diizeyde bir orgiitlenmesi ve eyleminin ortaya ¢ikartilmast esastir.
Simdiye kadar biitiin ¢alismalarimiz bu amaca yénelikti. Fakat halk orgiitliliigiimiiziin veya kitle
calismamizin temel amaglarindan bir tanesi orduya destek bulmak, gii¢ katmakti. Simdi temel amacimiz
halkin orgiitliliigiinii ve eylemliligini gelistirmektir. Calismalarimiz buna baghdir. Simdiye kadar orduya
katilim ve destek saglamak kitle calismalarimizda temel amaglardan biriydi. Simdi ise halkin orgiitliliigii,
kitleleri en orgiitlii diizeye getirmek ve halkin eylemi temeldir. Kitleleri en eylemci konuma getirmek,
sehirde ve kirda is¢isi, koyliisii, kadini, yashsi, genci ve ¢cocuguyla biitiin kesimleri érgiitlemek, eyleme
cekmek esastir...” ¢oziimlemesi yapilmistir (Serxwebun, Ekim 1999, s.1).

373



Jineoloji: Sozde/Sahte Bir Bilim, Feminizm Istismari, PKK Endoktrinasyonu
Serkan KEKEVI

teolojinin,  eskatalojinin,  politikolojinin,  pedagojinin,  velhasil
sosyolojinin bir¢ok boliimlerine iliskin loji’lerden daha az gerceklik
payt tasimayacaktir...” (Ocalan, 2008, 5.226).

Mezklr ifade incelendiginde bilim oldugu savlanan ve cergevelenen
kavramin aslinda totolojinin ve retorigin ilerisine gegmedigi agiktir.

Ocalan’nin kavranu ortaya koymasinin ardindan PKK ile baglantil
biitiin kadin ¢alismalar1 “Jineoloji” kavramu ile i¢ i¢e gegirilmistir. Orgiitiin
kadinlara dayali stratejisinin uluslararasi ortamda halka iligkiler ve kamu
diplomasisi unsuru oldugundan s6z etmistik. Jineoloji de yine bu amaca ve
orgiitlin sehirlerde kadinlar politik mobilizasyondan silahli eylemcilige hazir
hale getirmenin araci olarak belirlenmistir. Orgiit biitiin giiciiyle Jineolojiyi
bilimsel bir zemine tasimaya calisirken ayn1 zamanda endoktrinasyon
mecrasi olarak tasarlamaya baglamistir.

Jineoloji zaman zaman “Kiirt feminizmi” olarak nitelendirilse de orgiit
bu nitelemeye karsi ¢ikmaktadir. Orgiite gore Jineoloji klasik feminizmi
asan, sadece akademik alanla siirli olmayan ve hem diinyada hem de
Turkiye’de  kadin  hareketlerinin ~ giderek  akademik  faaliyetlerle
sinirlanmasindan otiirii eylemsel ve orgiitsel alandaki boslugu doldurmay1
hedefleyen bir sosyal teori ve pratiktir (YJA Star, 2024b). Jineoloji 6zelinde
PKK ve bagl orgiitlerin temel amaci “pratik” yani eylemsel diizeyi
kurgulamaktir. Yine PKK/KCK sistematigi i¢inde yer alan Kiirdistan Kadin
Birligi’nin  (Koma Jinen Kurdistan- KJK) orgiitsel dokiimanlarindaki
anlatima gore Jineoloji:

...Jineoloji kurumsal olarak da bilimin doga, yasam ve toplum
ile bagint olusturmasimin orgiitlenme ile giiclii bag olusturmakla
gerceklesebilecegini  belirtmektedir. Bu anlamda pozitivist bilim
anlayisina dayanan, ideolojisi liberalizm olan, Newton fizigini esas
alan kapitalist modernitenin her seyi birbirinden koparan, parcalayan
yasam anlayisina karst biitiinliiklii bir perspektifi esas almaktadir.
Kuantum fiziginin her seyin birbirine bagl oldugu tezine dayanmakta,
doganmin canli yapisimi anlamayr esas almaktadir. Bilim ile orgiit
sozciiklerinin  yan yana gelmesinin imkansizlastirildigr mekanik
paradigmaya karst bilimin esas anlamimin yasam ve toplum
sorunlarina, ekolojik yikimlara ¢éziim olabildigi oranda anlaml
olacagi tezine dayanmaktadir. Bu eksende Jineoloji, Kirdistan
daglarinda kapitalist moderniteye karsi verilen cagin en biiyiik
gerilla hareketinin direniginin bagrinda gelisen bir bilimdir [Vurgu
orglte ait]... 7 (KJK, 13.07.2022)
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seklinde tanimlanmustir. Yukarda yer verilen ifadeden de goriildigi gibi
feminizm ve sosyal bilimlere ait bazi kavramlarin harmanlandig1 bir savlar
kargasasidir. Ancak son tahlilde PKK’nin gelistirdigi “bir bilim” olarak
isaret edilmektedir. Jineoloji akademisi, Jineolojiyi ataerkil ve pozitivist
“bilimsel” yaklasimi yikacak geliskin bir bilim alan1 olarak tanimlamaktadir
(Jineoloji Akademisi, 31 Mart 2024). Yine “Jineoloji Akademisi”’
tarafindan yayimlanan‘Jineolojiye Giris” adli kitapta “2008 'de bir dnderlik
perspektifi olarak gelisen jineoloji, otuz yilik miicadelemizin yarattigi
deneyimden sizillyor.” (Jineoloji Akademisi, 2015, s. 209) savi zaten
kavramm PKK’nin silahli eylemselligine dayali oldugu ve siddetten
beslendigini gostermektedir. Hal boyle olsa da Jineoloji ile alakali bir
“feminizm” modeli, bir yeni bilim alani ya da teori oldugu minvalinde
calismalar yapilmaktadir. Bilhassa teorik vurguya yer verenler Jineoloji’nin
elestirel bir bilim oldugunu Avrupa merkezli sosyal bilimleri tartigmaya
actig1 iddia etmektedir. Sozgelimi Tasdemir (t.y., s.197) “...Sosyal bilim
krizinin yogunlagtigi ve tartismalar gelistigi bu tarihsel zamanda Kiirt Kadin
Hareketi 'nin Jineolojiyi bu bilim anlayigina bir itiraz ve alternatif bir toplum
bilimi olarak tartisiyor olmast tarihsel bir 6neme sahip oldugu kadar kadin
bilimi olmast itibariyle de bir ilki ifade ediyor...” Glnay (Ly., s.221) ise
Jineoloji herkes icin ozelde kadin igin elzem olan terimleri yeniden
tamimlar...Jineoloji oziinde feminen ekolojik ve toplum merkezli bilimin
Ozleriyle bulugmasini saglayacak onemli adimlardan biridir...” analizini
kurarak Jineolojinin bilim alani oldugunu iddia etmektedir. Bu savlarm ¢ok
benzerini Ozan’in (2013) degerlendirmesinde de gormek miimkiindjir:

2

Feminizmin  ortaya ¢ikardigi  degerlere  kapsayici
yaklasilacak ve kadin bilinglenmesi ve sorunun ortaya
¢tkarilmasinda sergiledigi direnis jineolojinin de mirast
olarak gorilecektir. Bununla birlikte feminizmin
toplumsal cinsiyet¢ci  c¢ozlimlemelerinde pozitivizmi
asamayan, egemen erkek ve devletli uygarligi gii¢ll
sistemsel batlnluk icerisinde ¢dzimleyemeyen yonleri,
bunun nedenleri, verili kadin tamimlamalariyla baglari
da jineoloji tarafindan kapsamli ve radikal bir sekilde

7 Bu yap1 dogrudan PKK’ya baghdir. KIK tarafindan “...[lk basta bir birim sonra bir komite olarak
orgiitlenmis, ilk konferansimi 2015 yilinda Kiirdistan daglarinda yaptiktan sonra Jineoloji Akademisi
olarak orgiitlenmeyi esas almistir. Bu eksende Kiirdistan ve Kiirdistan'da kadin devriminin mekdni olan
Rojava basta olmak iizere diinyanin bir¢ok yerinde ¢alismalarina baglamus, kadina ait bilgileri toplamay:
amag edinmis, sosyolojik analiz ¢alismalart yapmis, kadimin hakikatini agiga ¢ikaran ¢alismalart eksen
alan arastirma merkezlerini akademi biinyesinde kurmugtur...” tanimlamasi yapilmistir. Bkz: KJK
(13.07.2022)
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¢oziimlenmek  durumundadir. Kadin  Akademisyen
cevrelerde yogun bir tartisma ve ¢ok sayida kadin
arastirma gruplart ve merkezleri olusmus durumdadir.
Kendi igerisinde elit ve toplumsal dayanaklar: zayif
kalmis olsa da, zihniyet anlaminda egemen paradigmayi
ve sistemi ¢oziimleme, ekonomi ve politikayr kadin
eksenli ele alig ¢abalar kii¢iimsenmeyecek dizeydedir.
Jineoloji biinyesinde kadin akademik c¢alismalarinin
ortak tartisma, ortaklasma zeminlerini olusturmasi
onemlidir.

Fakat kadina; kadinlik durumuna dair olmasi, kullanilmas1 gereken
terimlerin ve kavramsallastirmanin ne oldugu agik degildir. Bilimsel
kistaslara dayali bir Jineoloji kurgusu yoktur ve anlatimlar miiphemdir.
Jineolojiye dair karmagiklik kavramin igerigine dair su analizden de
anlasilabilir: “Jineoloji; ekonomik, politik, tarih, estetik gibi paralel bilim
ekolleri olan, kadin gercekligini, sosyo-kiiltiirel, siyasal, cinsel vs acilardan
irdeleyen farklh farkli kadin bilimlerinin ¢ati bilim dali olarak ele
almabilir.” (Isik, 2013). Bir baska degerlendirmede ise Jineoloji’nin aslinda
bilimsel degil ideolojik bir perspektif oldugu (Soyler: 2022)’in “...Jineoloji
temelinde gelistirilen bir ideolojik perspektif, feminizmi de asan bir
ideolojik-teorik ¢alisma yiiriitiilmektedir. Tiim bilimlere kadin gozii ile
bakma, degerlendirme ve bu temel de yasamin yeniden yaratilmast,

toplumsal ingamin somutta gerc¢eklesmesi ¢alismalart devam etmektedir...”

ifadelerinde aleniyet kazanmaktadir. Yine Jineoloji ile baglantili bir kavram
olarak ortaya konulan “xwebun’® (kendilik) ‘“xwebun olmak” kendi
bilincinin/varhiginin farkinda olmak seklinde tanimlanan kavramin da detayli
bir betimlemesi yoktur. Alintilardan da anlasilacagi gibi jineolojiye dair
biitiin  kavramsallastirmalar agdali ifadelere dayali, mantik ilkeleri
bakimindan insicamsiz apriori kabullere dayali ideolojik endoktrinasyon
malzemesinden bagka bir sey degildir. Jineoloji bilimsel kistaslarla
degerlendirildiginde kirillgan bir kavramdir. Diger taraftan orgiit kavrami
literatiire sokmakta ve Bati’da karsilik bulmasi ic¢in gerekli zemini
yakalamakta bagarili olmustur.

Jineoloji bilhassa PKK’ya dair Batili akademik ¢alismalarda 6nemli bir yer
tutmaya baglamistir. Jineoloji vasitastyla terdr orgiitii lideri Ocalan’m adeta

8 LTTE nin “Ah-lu-mai” kavram ile bir strateji benzesimi oldugu séylenebilir.
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filozof, diisiince insam1 Ocalan’a doniistiigii izlenmektedir. Pavi¢i¢-Ivelja
(2016, 140) calismasinda;

“...Ocalan’im diinya goriisii degistikce PKK’'min “modus
operandi’si (eylem tarzi) da degigsmistir. Grup, bagimsizlik ve
toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini silahin namlusuyla aramaya dayanan
otoriter uygulamalarimi  bir kenara bwakmis ve bunun yerine
belirledigi hedeflere ulasmak igin pasifist yollara bagvurmustur. PKK
elde etmeye calistigr haklar: giic kullanarak elde etmek yerine,
asagidan yukariya degisim yoluyla gerceklestirilecek demokratik,
cinsiyet 6zgurlikgd, ekolojik bir toplum kavramlarin igsellestirmeyi
ve bu fikri Demokratik Konfederalizm, Jineoloji ile diger radikal
[demokrasi] literatiirii tizerine ideolojik egitim yoluyla halk arasinda
yayarak, milliyetleri veya cinsiyetleri ne olursa olsun her bir
vatandagin siyasi yasamin aktif bir katilimcisi oldugu gergek bir
dogrudan demokrasi modeli kurmayi amag¢lamistir....”

cikarimini yapmistir. Mezkir ¢aligmanin savlari bilimsel, tarihsel ve siyasal
veriler dogrultusunda yanlis olsa da uluslararasi akademik bir yayinda
nesredildigi ortadadir. Jineoloji gibi bilimsel olmayan bir kavramdan yanlig
bilim iiretilmektedir. Ya da iiretilen yayinlar bilimsel goriintiiye sahip siyasi-
ideolojik diizeydeki yari-akademik diiz yazi1 6tesine gegmemektedir.

4. SAHTE BiLiM VE BiLiMIiN iSTiISMARI OLARAK JINEOLOJIi

Thomas Aquinas, “intelligam ut credo” [inanmak i¢in anliyorum]
fikri ile inang ve diisiince tarihini derinden etkilemistir (Akyol, 1991, s.1).
Bilim dogal olarak Aquinas’in bu s6ziiniin 6tesine ge¢meyi farkli paradigma
ile diinyaya bakmay1 gerektirmektedir. Bilim oncelikle kusku ile baslar.
Bununla da yetinmeyen bilim dogru, giivenilir kaynaklarla kanitlar1 ve
tanitlar1 sinamaya dayali metotlarla hareket ederek “daha dogruyu” arama
serlivenidir. Bilimsel hassasiyetten sapildigi durumlarda veya sahte/sézde
bilimlerin yaptig1 gibi maksatlh bir istismar ya da manipiilasyon
gergeklestirildiginde bilim sahasindan ¢ikilir; elde bilimsel disipline benzer
en iyi ihtimalle bir oryantasyon sahasi ya da daha agik bir ifadeyle
endoktrinasyon aract kalir.

Bilim fiziksel ve dogal diinyanin yapisini ve davranislarini gézlem ve
deney yoluyla, sistematik bir sekilde inceleyen, entelektiiel ve pratik bir
faaliyet olarak tamimlanabilir (dictionary.com, 2024). Aydin Sayili’nin
(1999, s.8) sozleriyle ifade edersek bilimsel ¢alisma ya da arastirma;
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“...insanlarin karsilastiklar: giinliik durumlarin ortak gézlem
unsurlart halinde ve olgular seklinde tahlil ve tespit edilmesi,
gozlemlenen olgularin ¢ogaltilarak toplanmasi ve biriktirilmesi ve
vigilan bu olgu kiimelerinin rasyonel, diizenli ve sistemli bigimde
birbirine baglanmasidir.”

Bilimsel arastirmanin iglevsel olarak giivenilir ve saglam iki kaniti
bulunmaktadir Birincisi bilimsel calisma, sonuglart agik bicimde ortaya
koyar. Inandiric1 bir hakem olarak iddialarin ve bilgi elde etmede kullandig
yontemlerini agiklar. ikincisi, ortaya koydugu sonuclar mantiklidir. Bilim-
dis1 ya da sézde bilim galigmalari ise yukarida deginilen kistaslarin disinda
kalan ya da uyuyormus gibi goriiniip yanlislamaya ve/veya denetlemeye agik
olmayan fasit daireye benzer yapilardir. Sozgelimi istatistik biliminde bir
korelasyonun gosterdigi egilimin, her zaman bire-bir diye ifade edilen ideal
bir iliski olmamasina vurgu yapilabilir. Darell Huff’un (1995, s5.92)
orneginden bakarsak; “Lambadan uzaklastik¢a, elinizdeki kitaba diisen 151k
azalwr. Uzaklik arttikga, 15181n yogunlugu azalir. Bu fiziksel iliski, kusursuz
korelasyonlar olusturur, ama ayni kural is hayatinda, sosyolojide veya tipta
aynmi bi¢cimde basariyla is gormez.” Bu baglamda bilim, bilim-dig1, sdzde
bilim arasinda ince bir ¢izgi vardir. Bilim-dis1 olan ancak bilim gibi goriinen
sozde/sahte bilim farkli sekillerde tamimlanabilir. Karl Popper’in altim
cizdigi gibi soOzde/sahte bilim, gozlem veya deneyler vasitasiyla
yanliglanmasi miimkiin olmayan Onermelerdir (Popper, 1998, s.60-148).
Sézde/Sahte bilim, bilimsellik kasti olan ve bilime benzerlik gosteren bir
goriiniimdedir. Sozde bilimsel 6nermeler dogru veya yanlis olabilir ancak
birbiri ile ¢elisen bircok Onermeye sahip olabilir. Sonuclarin elde edilis
yontemleri sorgulandiginda pek cok tutarsizlik ve gegersizlik bulunabilir
(Tutar, 2014, 5.277).

Tablo 2: Bilim ve Sozde/Sahte Bilim Farki (Kaynak: Coker, 2001; Gerges, 2022)

Bilim So6zde/Sahte Bilim

Bulgulari, dncelikle hakemli olan ve Literatiir her tiirlii bilgi alanindan

diiriistliik ve dogruluk igin titiz devsirilebilir. Inceleme yoktur,

standartlar1 koruyan bilimsel dergiler standartlar yoktur, yayin dncesi

araciligiyla ifade edilir. dogrulama yoktur, dogruluk ve kesinlik
talebi yoktur

Tekrarlanabilir sonuclar talep edilir; Sonuclar bilimsel metotlarla yeniden

deneyler tam olarak tekrarlanabilmeleri iiretilemez veya dogrulanamaz. Once

veya gelistirilebilmeleri i¢in kesin bir sonucu verir ardindan sonucunu

sekilde tanimlanir. dogrulayan hipotezlerini kurgular.
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Bilimsel “gergekler” test edilebilir ve
yanliglanabilir hipotezlerden
kaynaklanir. Bunlar, saglam kanitlarla
desteklenen ve yiksek bir kesinlik

Iddialarini retorik vasitastyla siirekli
dogrulamaya doniiktiir. Biiyiik iddialar1
vardir. Agiklama ve 6ngérme diizeyinin
sonug aliciligini vurgular. Basarisizliklar

derecesine sahip agiklamalardir. gbrmezden gelinir, mazur goralur,
gizlenir, yalan soylenir, indirgenir,
aciklanir, rasyonellestirilir, unutulur, her

ne pahasina olursa olsun kaginilir.

Hatalar arastirilir ve yakindan incelenir,
¢linkii yanlis teoriler genellikle kazara
dogru tahminler yapabilir. Bununla
birlikte, bir hipotez ¢ok sayida
dogrulayici kanitla desteklense bile, onu
yanliglamak i¢in yalnizca bir karsit
gozlem yeterlidir.

Calismalar, eger varsa, her zaman
belirsiz bir sekilde tanimlanr.
Kavramsallastirma diizeyi karmagiktir.

Kanitlara bagvurarak, mantiksal ve/veya
matematiksel akil yiiriitmeye dayali
arglimanlarla, verilerin izin verdigi en
iyi durumu ortaya koyarak ikna eder.
Yeni kanitlar eski fikirlerle ¢elistiginde,
bu fikirler terk edilir

Sadece sectigi uygun metotlarla
betimleme, agiklama yapar.

Zaman gegtikce, incelenen fiziksel
stirecler hakkinda daha fazla sey
ogrenilir.

Hicbir fiziksel olgu ya da siire¢
bulunmaz ya da incelenmez. flerlemeci
degildir. Baglangigtaki metotlar neyse
onunla devam edilir. Somut hicbir sey
6grenilmez.

Inang, itikat veya ideolojiye basvurarak
ikna eder. Sahte bilimin gii¢lii bir yari-
dinsel unsuru vardir: ikna etmeye degil,
doniistirmeye ¢alisir. Gergekler
yiiziinden degil, onlara ragmen
inanmaniz gerekir. Kanitlar ne olursa
olsun orijinal fikir asla terk edilmez.

Yukarida vurgulandigi gibi o6rgiit Jineolojiyi bir bilim olarak
tanmimlayarak teorilestirme faaliyetlerinin merkezine koysa da kavramin ve
buna dayali analizlerin normal bilim kistaslarini karsilamasinin ¢ok zor
oldugu ortadadir. Zaten Jineoloji’nin bilimsel kistaslara uyumsuzlugu PKK
ve ilgili cevrelerce bilindigi i¢in bilingli olarak Jineoloji ile “Avrupa
merkezli pozitivist” bilim anlayisi arasina agikca sinir ¢izilmistir (Tasdemir,
ty., ss.171-200). Jineoloji’nin temel savlart ve “sozde bilimsel
konumlanmas1” modern pozitivist bilime karsidir. Jineoloji a¢isindan bilim,
egemen siniflarin, erkeklerin; kadinlara kars1 ve dogaya kars1 stirdiirdiikleri
somurulerine hizmet eden bir yikim araci olarak kullanilmaktadir.

Somiiriiniin ve cinsiyet¢iligin mesrulastirilmasi igin gereken “gercgekleri”,
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vermektedir. Buna ek olarak, kadinlar hem aragtirmaci hem de arastirma
konusu olarak bilimden uzaklastirilmigtir. O halde pozitivizm ve bilim dili,
yani aydinlanmaya dayali modernite kiiltiirel hegemonyaya zemin
olusturdugu i¢in reddedilmelidir. Boylesi bir “bilimsel” tutum gelistirmenin
maksadi PKK’nin savlar1 agisindan postyapisalci/postmodern “epistemik
gorecilik” anlayisinin istismara daha acgik olmasiyla agiklanabilir. Ciinkii
bulaniklagtirllmis  ifadelerden ve  sozde/sahte kurgulardan  bilim
cikartabilmek maksadiyla karmasiklastirilmis kavramlar yigminin arka
arkaya dizilmesi ve ugsuz bucaksiz baglamlar seti ile anlagilmaz hale
getirilmis bir heyula insa edilmektedir. Sokal ve Bricmont’un (2002, s.23)
ifade ettikleri gibi “Teknik terimleri tiimiiyle ilgisiz ve anlamsiz olduklart
baglamlarda utanmazca saga sola savurarak yiizeysel bir bilgiclik
taslamak..” ve “..Ashnda anlamsiz olan ciimleleri ya da sozcUk
modern

PR N4

topluluklarimi bir bi¢imde bir araya getirip oyunlar oynamak.
safsatalarin” en bariz Ozellikleri arasindadir. Ayrica ikili, bu isi yapan
yazarlarin laf zehirlenmesinden muzdarip olduklarinin da altin1 ¢izmektedir.
Orgiit Jineoloji literatliriinii yaratirken aslinda kendini degil hedef kitlesini
laf ile zehirlemektedir. Tabii 6rgiit agisindan hedef, kitleyi dnce endoktrine
edip ardindan eyleme hazir hale getirmektir. Ikinci olarak siddetin 6viildiigii
bir bilimden ne olgide s6z edilebilir. Sozgelimi “gerilla tanricalar”
tanimlamasi siddetin mitolojik bir zeminden kutsanmasidir. En hafif tabirle
boyle bir bilim alanina “patolojik bilim” tanimlamasi da yapilabilir. Bu
durum adeta Nazilerin 1rk teorilerinin ve buna dayali siddet uygulamalarinin
adeta onanmasina benzer bir durum yaratmaktadir.

SONUGC

Bu calismanin temel amaci PKK’nin kadin ve kadinlik durumu ile
ilgili tezlerini incelemek ve 2008 yilinda Abdullah Ocalan tarafindan iiretilen
“Jineoloji” kavramimin 6zii itibariyle sozde/sahte bilim oldugunu ortaya
koymaktir. Jineoloji PKK tarafindan kadinlarin politik mobilizasyonu ve
PKK’nin kadinlara dayali eylemlerini politik diizeyde mesru kilmanin temel
baglam olarak kurgulanmstir. ikinci olarak PKK terdr orgiitii ve Abdullah
Ocalan’a uluslararas1 sahada mesruluk kazandirmak icin Jineolojiyi halkla
iliskiler arac1 olarak kullanmaktadir. Orgiit “silahli kadin” ve “kadin gerilla”
imgelerinin Bat1 kamuoylarinda kimlik siyasetinin ve uyanig¢ilik kiiltiiriiniin
yiikselmesi dolayisiyla, islevsel oldugunu miisahede etmis ve buna uygun bir
kadin figiirii yaratmistir. Yukarida temas edildigi gibi Bati medyasinin
PKK/PYD-YPJ’li kadinlar1 poster/kapak-kizlar1 gibi imledigi/cerceveledigi
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de asikardir (Shahvisi, 2018, s.5). Bu meyanda Bati medyas1 PKK/PYD-
YPJ’de egzotik silahli kadinlan goriirken PKK’nin ¢ocuk askerleri, savas
sucglar1 ve insan haklari1 ihlallerini bir kdsede birakmaktadir. Bati’min bu
siibjektif bakist PKK’nmn isine gelmektedir. Ugiincii olarak PKK ve
Abdullah Ocalan akademik diizeyde de Jineoloji kavramm ile kendisini
pazarlamaktadir. Jineoloji hakkinda pek ¢ok popiiler, yari-akademik veya
akademik iiretim yapilmaktadir. PKK arglimanlar literatiirde daha goriiniir
hale gelirken, Abdullah Ocalan da bir terdr orgiitii lideri degilmis gibi
sunulmakta ve adeta sugsuz bir filozof veya teorisyene dontistiiriilmektedir.
Dordiincii olarak Jineoloji bir feminizm modeli, yeni bir kavramsallastirma
olarak ele alindikga Tirkiye’de feminizm, bilhassa sol feminizm ve tirevleri,
lzerinde PKK’nin vesayet giicii artmaktadir. Kiirt kadin hareketi tizerine bir
calisma Jineoloji kavramina deginmeden ele almamaz hale gelmistir.'® Buna
ek olarak Jineoloji ve PKK’nin kadmn politikalart bir modernles(tir)me
hakikati gibi imlendiginde ise olumlu bir veche kazanmaktadir. Aslinda
teoride, sdylemde ve pratikte olan PKK’nin kendi politik amaglarmi
uygulamasindan bagka bir sey degildir. Keza bdyle bir modernlesme kaygisi
olsayd: orgiitiin ilk eylemlerinin Tiirkiye nin Dogu ve Gilineydogu Anadolu
bolgelerine giden Ogretmenlere ve kamu gorevlilerine yonelmemesi
gerekirdi. Jineoloji’'nin bir bilim sahasi veya disiplin oldugu iddia
edilmektedir. Ancak bilimin temel gereksinimleri olan nesnellik, mantikli
olma, denetlenmeye acik olma gibi sartlarini kargilamaktan uzaktir. Ayrica
Jineoloji literatiirii pek ¢ok kavramin, savin ardi ardina siralandigi ve belli
bagh jargon kelimelerin etrafinda gelistirilen retorik diizeyindedir. Bu
kavramsal yigin okuyucu, hedef kitleyi anlasilmazlik iizerinden elinde
tutmaya caligmaktadir. Jineoloji ile orgiit sahte/sdzde bilim vasitasiyla bilimi
istismar ederek ideolojik amaglarin1 “bilimmis” gibi sunmaktadir. Jineoloji
gibi sahte/sdzde bilimsel heyulanin orgiitiin ajandas1 kapsaminda akademik,
toplumsal ve siyasi alanda baskin hale gelmesine karsi tedbirli olunmalidir.
Bu meyanda oncelikle akademik yayinlardan baslamak elzemdir. Son
tahlilde foanna Kuguradi’nin (2024) ifade ettigi gibi “...bilgi ile bilgi
olmayan sey c¢arpisiyorsa, o zaman bilgi olmayana tolerans gostermemek
gerekir...”.

¥ Bu konuda bkz: Aksoy, R. (2017). Kadinlarin Sokak Sohbetlerinden Kamusal Alana, Yayimlanmamis
Yiiksek Lisan Tezi, Ankara: ,Hacettepe Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, 2017; Ari, S. (2018).
Tiirkiye'de Kadin Orgiitlenmesinde Kesisen ve Ayrisan Egilimler: Meydan Okuma, Uzlagsma, Uysallasma,
Eskisehir: Anadolu Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii; Dakman Arag, S. (2019). Arts, Struggle and
Transformation: From Female Militants to Kurdish Women, Istanbul: Bilgi Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitisu.
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CENTRE OF GRAVITY (COG) ANALYSIS OF TERRORIST
ORGANIZATIONS: PKK CASE

*

Oguzhan PEHLIVAN
ABSTRACT

This study® aims to understand the center of gravity (COG) analysis, scrutinize its application
to terrorist organizations by reviewing the examples in literature, and finally adapt this
analytical tool to PKK terrorist organization at a strategic level. Strange (1996)’s approach to
COG is based on three sub-components, which are enumerated as critical capabilities,
requirements, and vulnerabilities. It is identified that Strange’s COG analysis is applicable
and not obsolete for terrorist organizations. Furthermore, critical capabilities, requirements,
and vulnerabilities of the PKK organization are asserted by analyzing at the strategic level. As
a result of testing two hypotheses, it is found that PKK has no constant COG throughout its
background, and its COG is changing according to the periods. Additionally, the COG of
PKK is molting capability and adaptability in altering situations. In terms of the main pillars
of the terrorist organizations in terms of the literature, while PKK has a heterarchical network,
multi-financing domain, and foreign state support capacity, it has no constant ideology. It has
been considered that the focal point of fighting against PKK should be on blocking the foreign
state support capacity and multi-financing domains that are currently the critical capabilities
of the PKK.

Keywords: Center of Gravity (COG) Analysis, Critical Capabilities (CC), Critical
Requirements (CR), Critical Vulnerabilities (CV), Counter-terrorism.

TEROR ORGUTLERININ AGIRLIK MERKEZi ANALIZi: PKK
ORNEGI
OZET

Bu calisma?, agirhk merkezi analizini anlamay, literatiirdeki drnekleri inceleyerek terdr
orgiitlerine uygulamasini irdelemeyi ve son olarak bu analitik araci stratejik diizeyde PKK
terr Orgiitiine uyarlamayr amaglamaktadir. Strange (1996)’in agirlik merkezine yaklagimu,
kritik yetenekler, ihtiyaglar ve hassasiyetler olarak siralanan ii¢ alt bilesene dayanmaktadir.
Strange’in agirlik merkezi analiz uygulamasi terdr orgiitleri i¢in uygulanabilir ve giincelligini
yitirmemis bulunmustur. Ayrica PKK Orgiitiiniin  kritik yetenekleri, ihtiyaglar1 ve
hassasiyetleri stratejik diizeyde analiz edilerek ortaya konulmustur. iki hipotezin test edilmesi
sonucunda PKK’nin gegmisi boyunca sabit bir agirlik merkezinin olmadigi, donemlere gore
degistigi tespit edilmistir. Ayrica PKK’nin agirlik merkezi degisen durumlara uyum saglama
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yetenegidir. Teror orgiitlerinin temel siitunlart olarak siralayabilecegimiz ideoloji, iliski agt,
finansman ve liderlik kapsaminda irdelendiginde PKK’nin heterarsik bir aga, coklu finansman
alanina, dis devlet destek kapasitesine sahip oldugu; bununla birlikte sabit bir ideolojiye sahip
olmadigr goriilmiistiir. PKK ile miicadelede odak noktasinin, PKK’nin hélihazirda kritik
yetenekleri olan dig devlet destek kapasitesi ile ¢oklu finansman alanlarinin engellenmesi
olmast gerektigi degerlendirilmistir. Devletlerin uygulama kapasiteleri, mesru otoriteleri,
ekonomik, mali ve sosyal aglara kolaylikla ulasabilmeleri, istihbarat ve teknolojik
kapasiteleri, egitim ve 6gretim kabiliyetleri, insan giicii ve uzmanliklar terdrle miicadelenin
giiciinii artirmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Agirlik Merkezi Analizi, Kritik Kabiliyetler, Kritik Ihtiyaclar, Kritik
Hassasiyetler, Terdrizmle Miicadele.

1. INTRODUCTION

The term “Center of Gravity (COG)” is drawn from Carl von Clausewitz’s
famous book “On War” and theorized later by other scholars depending on
his main ideas. For instance, Saxman (1992, p.38) articulated that “the term
COG means something to everyone, but not the same to anyone”.
Clausewitz’s concept of COG has generated much discussion in the last
twenty-five years after being “re-introduced” to doctrine. According to the
another translation of the COG (Calusewitz, 1984, pp.595-596), it is defined
as “Out of these characteristics a certain center of gravity develops, the hub
of all power and movement, on which everything depends. That is the point
against which all our energies should be directed”. Even though there are
some different applications for the COG, most of the armies of the world
still prefer using this analytical approach for their military planning at the
tactical, operational, and strategic levels.

PKK (Partiya Karkerén Kurdistané — Kurdistan Workers Party) is
listed as a terrorist organization by many states like the United States (USA,
2023) and the United Kingdom (UK, 2013) and international organizations
like North Atlantic Treaty Organization (Bagheri, 2017, p.155) and
European Union (CCP, 2009).

There are some articles about the application of the COG analysis on
terror organizations in literature. For instance, Reilly (2002, p.25) studied on
the global war on terrorism and the COG analysis of al-Qaeda. In another
example, Schweitzer (2003, p.32) worked on the same terror organization
and focused on decisive points of COG analysis. Furthermore, Davis (2003,
p.48) studied religiously motivated terrorism and highlighted the importance
of the war on terrorism. In his study, he articulated the significance of COG
analysis and emphasized the necessity of using political, economic, and
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diplomatic initiatives. Ethridge Jr. (2004, p.17) attempted to define COG,
critical capabilities (CCs), critical requirements (CRs), and critical
vulnerabilities (CVs) of al-Qaeda properly. Keppler (2005, p.21) analyzed
the ends, means, and ways of radically motivated terrorists. In addition,
Smart (2005, p.42) studied COG and claimed that ideology is not accepted
as COG of terror organizations. Neumann et. al (2011, p.830) scrutinized the
role of middle managers as COG. The common feature of previous studies is
that they use the same COG analysis approach belongs to Strange (1996).
Although many COG analysis methods exist in the literature, no COG
analysis has been conducted on a PKK terrorist organization.

This study aims to understand the COG analysis, scrutinize its
application to terrorist organizations by scanning the examples in literature,
and finally, adapt this analytical tool to PKK at the strategic level.

In the first part of the study, COG analysis and theoretical background
were analyzed. After that, the critical capabilities (CC), critical requirements
(CR), and critical vulnerabilities (CV) of terrorist organizations were
perused. In the second part, the hypothesis of the study was revealed, and
additionally COG analysis was found as an applicable and not an obsolete
strategy for terrorist organizations. Finally, two hypotheses were questioned
to illuminate whether PKK has constant COG or not in terms of the main
pillar of the terrorist organizations to sustain their lifes. In the conclusion
part, the main findings were summarized, limitations were expressed, and
suggestions were submitted.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The remainder of this part is structured as follows. The first section
scrutinized the meaning of COG and COG analysis and different approaches
to COG. In the second section, the literature is reviewed on the critical
capabilities, requirements, and vulnerabilities of terrorist organizations that
are the sub-dimensions of COG.

2.1. Terrorism, COG, and COG Analysis

Laqueur (2017, p.14) articulated that terrorism is one of the most
perilous threats that humanity meets, and unfortunately, there is no single
definition of terrorism existing. One of the recent studies, which is executed
by Schmid et. al (2021, p.143), indicated that even though there is a great
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compromise on the top two items, which are “violence” and “political ",
there has been little agreement on the other terms.

Who will be the ultimate winner of this struggle against terrorism is a
never-ending story. However, this does not mean that there is nothing to
finalize terrorism. According to Laqueur (2004, p.57), we can complicate the
life of terrorists and limit their acting capabilities. From this point of view,
revealing the capabilities of terrorists improves and strengthens our
strategies against terrorist organizations and provides us with an
understanding of their COG.

Clausewitz originally used the term “a center of power and
movement” (Iron, 2001, p.109). However, the translators of Clausewitz’s
“On War” book used the term “center of gravity” (Howard and Paret, 1989,
p.119). They also used the analogy of the hub of the wheel as the center of
gravity (lron, 2001, p.109). Probably, this metaphor has found wide
acceptance in academic literature and even today COG is still in use.
According to Iron (2001, p.109), COG is the most effective goal to blow and
is generally situated where the great mass is placed.

Given that Clausewitz is among the pioneers of this field, it is valuable to
begin by analyzing his conceptions, goals, and concepts around the COG
concept. Clausewitz shows in the pages of On War that using the COG
principle is the first step in designing and organizing a campaign. The
utilization of COG in the renaissance of effects-based operations is also
disclosed in his publications (Stitt, 2004).

Since then, modern Western forces have interpreted and implemented the
idea as a means of concentrating military operations. We may beat the
enemy and protect our own COG by applying the COG concept to analyze
and simplify friendly and adversary forces (or systems) in a mechanistic and
linear manner. The military community finds this concept interesting since it
presents the opportunity to employ targeted military power against the weak
points of a clearly defined enemy (Karlquist et al., 2009, p. 2).

A COG is also described by Clausewitz as “the most effective target for a
blow”. This stands for a target area, which can be destroyed to provide one a
clear edge over an opponent. He claims that to beat the opponent, one must
concentrate their efforts at this point. Since the opposition employs the same
tactic, one must also protect allied COGs in addition to taking out the
opponents” COG. One must destroy the enemy’s COG to defend one’s own
to survive on the battlefield (Potter, 2017, p. 12).
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Schweitzer (2003, p.2) emphasized 13 characteristics of COG. These
are enumerated temporariness, a close link to objectives, time and space
dependence, existence in each level, changing over time, having abstract
elements, especially at the strategic level, physically endangered because of
its COG, militarily intangible, leverage, allowing or enhancing freedom of
action, location in adversary’s mass, changeability in every phase, physical
in operational and tactical level. These features are crucial before deciding
and evaluating the COG of any threat and adversary.

Decision analysis is mainstream in military planning. Although there
are other analytical tools such as game theory and SWOT analysis to decide
with incomplete knowledge, COG analysis is currently used in NATO
nations as the main decision instrument. According to Falzon (2006, p.630),
COG analysis is a complementary and cognitively demanding way of
military planning.There are mainly two distinct methodologies for making
COG analysis. One method was developed originally by Dr. Joe Strange
(1996) and his definition of COG is still used as a fulcrum in Joint
Publication 5-0 (JP 5-0) Joint Operation Planning in the U.S. He defines
three sub-components of COG such as Critical Capability (CC), Critical
Requirement (CR), and Critical Vulnerability (CV). According to him, there
can be different COGs at separate levels. An objective is always linked to a
COG, however; both of them should be nested. At the strategic level, a COG
could be a military force, an alliance, political or military leaders, a set of
critical capabilities or functions, or national will. The model is illustrated in
Figure 1 below.

Figure-1. Strange’s COG Analysis (Source: Anding, 2007, p.7)

Centre of
[e]E\1%
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The other method is progressed by Colonel Dale Eikmeier (2007)
while an instructor at the U.S. Army War College. This method defines COG
by analyzing through ends, ways, and means. In his method, initially, ways
and means are identified to understand the CCs, and later COG is determined
by selecting from the list of means, which has the inherent capability to
perform the way. This model is depicted in Figure 2 as shown below.

Figure-2. Eikmeier’s Model (Source: Kayser, 2013, p.8)
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According to Kayser (2013, p.8), even though both methods
differentiate analytically, they completely reach the same conclusion
providing the original assumptions are consistent. Nevertheless, he
articulates that the main deficiency of both methods is focusing only on
military factors while neglecting social and economic impacts. To prevent
this, he recommends applying business principles for competition, and he
states that there are also other analytical tools such as SWOT Analysis
(Benzaghta et. al., 2021) and Porter’s Five Forces Model (1979). However,
instead of utilizing these different methods, including the social and
economic factors in COG analysis makes sense. Even though Clausewitz
(2003, p.75) described war as a duel between two rivals, this does not mean
that war is like a business game. Updating COG analysis with the inclusion
of social, economic, and other factors can be efficient. Therefore, in this
study, COG analysis is chosen as an analytical instrument to understand the
CCs, CRs, and CVs of terrorist organizations.

Echevarria’s concept is predicated on two crucial points. First off, the COG
idea is only applicable in situations where the enemy’s forces and the area
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they control share a certain degree of unity, connection, or dependency. The
degree of connection, or overall unity, that the enemy’s forces possess will
therefore determine the kind and quantity of centers of gravity that the
enemy possesses. Secondly, the item that causes the forces to be
concentrated is what Clausewitz means when he states that the center of
gravity is “where the forces are most concentrated”. Clausewitz’s military
COG is important, just like it is in the mechanical sciences. As a result,
fighting forces frequently gather there and occasionally even emanate from it
(Echevarria, 2003).

Echevarria’s (2002, p.35) interpretation is significant in COG analysis.
He scrutinized the original work of Clausewitz and interpreted COG as a
focal point. Furthermore, physical COG and Clausewitz’s COG are
approximately similar according to him. First and foremost, it is essential to
decide whether the type of conflict is proper to analyze and attack COG.
Second, it is crucial to examine ontologically whether we can accept this
system as a whole and whether there is any possibility of defeating one
single system by attacking just the main point. Third, it is necessary to
determine the fulcrum that holds the system together.

Even though Echevarria’s approach to COG seems contemporary,
indeed, there is no discrepancy among Echevarria’s, Strange’s, and
Eikmeier’s points of view. Epistemologically, all approaches are based on
experience obtained in recent wars. Ontologically, they all regard the whole
system in a mechanical way of understanding. Even though
methodologically they are not similar, in essence, they all have highlighted
the importance of critical capabilities that construct the core of threat. To
sum up, all approaches serve the same purpose.

The last point before making a COG analysis is whether this approach
is currently applicable in today’s chaotic and asymmetric conflict
environment. Terrorist groups do not use the same tactics, techniques, and
procedures (TTPs) as military organizations. Additionally identifying their
COG is a very formidable process, because terrorist groups have flexible
strategies, are not bound to conventional rules of engagement, and are not
obliged to comply with any humanitarian law. Kelly (2006: 3) asked the
same research question and examined whether it is possible to execute COG
analysis in an asymmetric environment. Kelly (2006, pp.57-59) concluded
that COG is applicable in case of determining the nature of conflict,
assessing whether a foe’s structure or network performs as a single unit,
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finding the elements that keep the terrorists together, not applying the
conventional concept, identifying gaps and connections exist in the structure
and thinking on reassessing the COG. He stated that attacking COG
simultaneously and continuously enhances the chance of achievement
against asymmetric threats like terrorist organizations. Bird (2008, p.47)
stated that the core of the operational and strategical level planning approach
has been the COG analysis. In one of the recent studies, Meyer (2022, p.9)
concluded that the comparison of several studies offers a comprehensive
“keyword” overview of the analysis, but it also simplifies the theories,
making COG an applicable methodology rather than a replacement for the
full-text theories in today’s continuously changing and chaotic conflict
environment.

2.2. Critical Capabilities, Requirements and Vulnerabilities of Terrorist
Organizations: A Short Review of Literature

There are mainly three different kinds of COG analysis approaches.
Meyer (2022, pp.1-27) made a comparative analysis of the main three
approaches and revealed other three approaches belong to Warden (1995),
Vego (2007), and Barfoed (2018). He concluded that even though the term
COG is polluted with teleological, ontological, and methodological aspects,
all types are doctrinally applicable within a comprehensive approach.

Strange’s (1996) approach is based on three sub-components, which
are enumerated as CC, CR, and CV. CC is contextually the main capability
of the COG (Meyer, 2022, p.19) and primary ability (Reilly, 2002).
According to Strange (1996), CR is the requirements, sources, and means for
a CC to be completely operative. CRs are scrutinized and investigated to
explore CVs, which can be neutralized, exploited, defeated, and destroyed by
the COG of threat. Reilly (2002, p.32) defined the CV as the deficiencies
belonging to the threat that is open and vulnerable to attack to achieve
decisive results.

In the literature, most studies are made in the USA and executed tto
illuminate the COG of al-Qaeda after 9/11. According to the key findings of
previous studies about the COG of terror organizations (see Annex A), all
the scholars assume that the ideology is the COG of terror organizations. The
other catalyst characteristics like financial support, network, and leadership
are defined as CCs. While two of aforementioned studies highlighted CRs,
only one of them stated CVs. Additionally, two scholars consider haven and
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international banking systems as CRs, while the other authors accept them as
CVs.

Despite the differences, it is frankly seen that most of the terms
relevant to COG, CC, CR, and CV are the same. However, the main
deficiency while defining COG is that all neglect the characteristics of COG,
which are emphasized by Schweitzer (2003), and additionally disregard
Kelly’s (2006, p.31) findings about the application of COG analysis to
asymmetric threats like terrorist organizations.

However, planners may find non-traditional centers of gravity in an
operation against terrorist groups or rebels. To find acceptable measurements
of effectiveness, a thorough analysis is necessary as these centers of gravity
are not simply quantifiable. This procedure must be approached
methodically to maintain uniformity between war planning teams and to be
passed down to upcoming generations of war planners. We should include
this procedure in our present war planning theory (Walker, 2005).

Understanding the relationship among COG, CCs, and CVs (i.e.
vulnerable critical requirements), is a necessary analytical process to fully
understanding the environment in which we may be acting. It is necessary to
comprehend how both belligerents organize, battle, make decisions, and
what constitutes their psychological strengths and weaknesses to identify the
centers of gravity that are friendly and dangerous as well as their vital
vulnerabilities. Therefore, COG is the applicable methodology for
conceptualizing the complex and hybrid environment that is utilized by
terrorist groups (Reilly, 2002).

In this study, Strange’s (1996) COG approach is chosen because of
four reasons. First, this approach was previously used in defining the COG
of terrorist organizations by different scholars (see Annex A). Second, there
is a little inconsistency between Strange’s and Eikmeier’s methodologies in
terms of Echevarria’s (2002, p.35) and Kayser’s (2013, p.8) interpretations.
Third, neglected social and economic impacts mentioned by Kayser (2013,
p.8) in COG analysis can easily be transfered into the template of Strange’s
model. And finally, as Meyer (2022, p.17) articulated COG analysis is not an
obsolete analytical tool when the other methodologies are concerned.

The first limitation of this research is bound to the sources that are
analyzed. Second, even though there are other COG analysis methodologies,
Strange’s (1996) method is accepted as the best tool to evaluate COG.
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3. HYPOTHESIS

COG analysis is not an old fashioned analytical tool and can be
applied to asymmetric threats like terrorist organizations. However, when
Schweitzer’s (2003: 2) and Kelly’s (2006, pp.57-59) findings were
reconsidered, before making a COG analysis of PKK, two hypotheses of the
research are illustrated below.

Hi: PKK has no constant COG throughout its background. Its COG
is changing according to the periods.

H,: PKK’s COG is molting capability and adaptability in altering
situations in life cycle evaluation.

While it is regarded that COG is abstract at the strategic level and
material in a conventional context at the operational and tactical level; this is
not valid when you think about terrorist organizations. Borum (2007, pp.17-
19) enumerates the root causes of terrorism as lack of democracy, failed or
weak states, rapid modernization, extremist ideologies, political violence of
civil wars, hegemony and inequality of power, illegitimate or corrupt
governments, powerful external actors, repression by foreign actors, ethnic
and religious discrimination, emerging social classes tension, the experience
of social injustice, the presence of charismatic ideological leaders, triggering
events, cycles of revenge, and profitable criminal activities to finance
terrorism. As it is seen there are both material and abstract items in the root
causes of terrorism. It may change according to the interests of terrorists.
Therefore, it is assumed that PKK’s COG can be both abstract and material
at the strategic level.

4. PKK’S CENTRE OF GRAVITY ANALYSIS

Even though some scholars mentioned the dates between 1973 and
1978 as an inauguration of this terrorist organization (Criss, 1995, p.20),
PKK was established on 27 November 1978. This date is also accepted as
the first congress (establishment) of the PKK (Ergil, 2007, p.35).

Generally, PKK’s roadmap consists of four different periods. The first
period is called “Establishment (1978-1983)”, in which PKK decided to
expand to the East and Southeast Regions of Turkiye, and the first
organizational activities, such as the preparation of the Party Program and
Manifesto were executed. The second period is called “Long-Term People’s
War (1983-1993)”, in which PKK used violence to instill fear, especially in
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the Kurdish ethnicities in Turkiye (Masullo & O’Connor, 2020). The third
period labeled as “Resolution (1993-2010)”, started with the first so-called
unilateral ceasefire process in 1993 and continued until 2010. Albeit, in this
period PKK, construct a model, which is based on transferring the use of
conflict as an instrument from rural areas to city centers (Haner et.al., 2019).
Furthermore, during this period on 16 February 1999, one of the milestones
of PKK was the catching of the leader, Abdullah Ocalan. After 2010, PKK
wanted to benefit from the situation in Irag. After the Second Gulf War, the
delayed parliamentary elections in Irag and the long duration of the
formation of the government after the elections raised concerns about the
future of Iraq. Therefore, PKK started in June 2010 a new period, called as
“Revolutionary People’s War (2010-2022)”, in line to establish Democratic
Autonomy and a Confederal system (Akkaya and Jongerden, 2012). In this
period, the offshoots of PKK named as PYD/YPG improved the
relationships with external actors like the US and UK to take part in the
struggle in Syria against Daesh, while Russia and Iran did not oppose these
activities (Sahin and irdem, 2017, pp.23-30).

4.1. The Changing COG of PKK

In the aforementioned four different periods, PKK has continuously
changed its strategy, ideology, and perspective. In the first period, PKK’s
main aim was to construct the organization. The leader of the PKK used his
charisma to insert ideology and collect more people. For example, Ergil
(2007, p.40) articulated that Ocalan had great popularity in university during
these years because of being a member of social and activity groups.
Therefore, in this period the COG of PKK is the leadership of the founder of
PKK. Furthermore, his sociability can be counted as CC.

In the second period, PKK formed armed terrorists and raised the
number of attacks against Turkish Security Forces. In epitome, PKK mainly
focused on the operational field in this period. As illustrated in Figure 3,
PKK escalated the usage of violence against innocent people to instill fear
and dominated the Eastern parts of Turkiye in 1992 (Masullo and O’Connor,
2020).
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Figure-3. PKK-Initiated Violent Incidents in 1984—-1999 (Source: Created by
Author)
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The neutrality policy of Turkiye in the Iran-lraqg War and the power
vacuum in Iraq after the First Gulf War created a proper environment for the
terrorist organization (Canci and Sen, 2012, p.227) to augment attacks.
Additionally, at that time Syria condoned PKK to construct camps on its
territory (Radu, 2001, p.47), and with the help of this situation, PKK reached
its most crowded capacity. Therefore, in this period the COG of PKK can be
accepted as armed groups. The ability to act in rural areas and regions near
the southern border of Tirkiye should also be considered as CCs in the
second period.

After 1993, there was a drop in the number of PKK attacks, because
the strategy of the Turkish Armed Forces changed from protection to
prevention, and some consecutive successive cross-border operations were
executed in the northern part of Irag from 1992 to 2000. This situation
forced PKK to change its focal point from the operational to the political
side by applying the indirect approach to getting in trouble with Turkiye by
enforcing political compromise in the international arena (Kocher, 2002,
p.2). Furthermore, the capture of Ocalan caused the collapse and new
leadership struggle within the terror organization. PKK also comprehended
that it would not achieve its goals only with armed struggle. While keeping
the armed groups in rural areas, and going on applying simple, affordable
techniques such as sabotage, bomb attacks, and explosives; PKK began to
seek a base for itself on the political scene. Therefore, it is assumed that the
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COG of PKK in the third period is political expansion and discourse under
the name of KCK, which is the other face of PKK.

The inauguration of the fourth period overlapped with the Civil War’s
beginning date in Syria. Even though the conflicts in Syria are based on
Assad’s regime corruption, ethnicity, social injustice, and oppressive
administration, the main reason is the jumping of the “Arab Spring” into the
region (Ozdemir, 2016, p.87). After the Syrian regime withdrew from the
Kurdish areas in northern Syria in 2012, the power vacuum and gap in the
administration provided an environment for PKK to indwell and collaborate
with other states. Especially, PKK’s struggle against Daesh in Ayn-El-Arab
brought great sympathy in the eyes of Coalition Forces (Sahin and Irdem,
2017, p.27). In this period, the key terms were cooperation and
collaboration. While PKK found a chance to enhance its armed groups’
capacity, it also gained weapons, ammunition, and vehicles used in a
conventional war. It executed drills with the other states in the region,
insomuch that terrorist members were educated by the Coalition Forces
(Pusane, 2018, p.79; AA, 2022). So, when it is considered, the COG of
PKK/KCK is cooperation with other states and non-state actors. The logistic
support, which is given to increase the acting capability of the terrorist
organization, can be regarded as CCs.

Figure-4. PKK Changing COG Periodically (Source: Created by Author)

Third Period:
Second Period: COG of PKK/KCK Fourth Period:
COG of terror is poltical COG of PKK/KCK

d?;g::zglﬁggr is cooperation with

organization can be
accepted as armed the name of KCK, other states and

groups. non-state actors.

which in fact is the
other face of PKK.

In the first hypothesis (Figure 4), it is presumed that PKK’s COG has
been changed at intervals. It was explained earlier that COG is not constant
and can be changed during the phases of conventional war. Despite the
differences between terrorism and conventional war, symmetric and
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asymmetric methods can be used in both. To stay alive, terrorists must adapt
themselves to the changing habitat of conflict. Therefore, instead of stability,
terror organizations chose mobility. This mobility also causes the altering of
COG. As highlighted above, PKK, from the inauguration to now, has
switched its COG.

4.2. Molting capability and adaptability of PKK

PKK, when compared with other terrorist organizations, has no
constant backbone. This means that PKK acts according to its interests and
contacts with many stakeholders without considering their ideologies,
beliefs, or background. In literature, terrorist organizations’ main pillars are
enumerated as ideology (Dalton and Asal, 2011, p.805), network (Xu et. al,
2017, p.275), financing (Freeman, 2011, p.464), leadership (Hoffmann,
2017, p.7), and state harboring/support (Ganor, 2002, p.25). Therefore,
demonstrating that PKK has changing ideology, a weak and heterarchical®
network instead of a strong and hierarchical one, multi-financing techniques,
multi-leadership struggle in an organization, and most importantly state
harboring/support, will verify the second hypothesis.

The first item is ideology. PKK had a Marxist/Leninist ideology when
it is inaugurated. Until the 1990s, PKK kept this ideology; however, since
that date began to transform its ideology to a new one, which is defined as an
anti-capitalist, anti-industrialist, women emancipatory and ecologist
“democratic confederalism” framework (Yarkin, 2015, p.32). Although PKK
still regards itself as anti-capitalist, its relations with capitalist states have
been accelerating (Parlar Dal, 2016, p.1401). Even though PKK defines
itself as a woman’s rights advocate, the number of sexually abused women
in PKK cannot tell the same. According to Bayrakli and Alkanat (2021,
p.132), women are often exposed to sexual abuse in PKK. PKK abuses
women and children by coercing or misleading them into joining its cadres,
in addition to harming them directly through its acts (US, 2022, p.296).
Furkan and Wibisono (2020) articulated that a former PKK female terrorist
testified in court that a male PKK member had physically and verbally
abused her. Khelghat-Doost and Aribogan (2023, p.170) also stated that
children, who have joined groups such as PKK, were raped and sexually
abused.

3 A heterarchy is a system of organization where the elements of the organization are unranked (non-
hierarchical) or where they possess the potential to be ranked a number of different ways.
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The second item is the network. Even though PKK leaders claim that
they are always with their subordinates, the findings show the opposite. For
instance, Ozmen (2018, p.36) made the social network analysis of PKK
partially and concluded that the planning network is denser than the
operational and recruiting networks, more importantly, all these three
networks are more heterarchical than hierarchical (Figure 5). Ballinger
(2022, p.32) found that high-status terrorists have high togetherness
centrality while they generally have a poor connection with low-status
terrorists by using data from 19,115 obituary images. Therefore, it is obvious
that the organizational network of PKK is weak and heterarchical.

The third item is financing. PKK’s main financing techniques are
trafficking (drug, human, arm, tobacco, oil), foreign sources, so-called
taxation, and other illegal incomes. Freedman and Levitt (2009: 2)
articulated that this organization controls 80% of the drug market in Europe.
According to them, PKK mostly has used the Balkan Route, which ranges
from respectively Afghanistan, Iran, and Turkiye to Southern Europe. Roth
and Sever (2007, p.904) found that extortion and kidnapping are also utilized
as financial sources by PKK. They stated that PKK also has applied to pay
ransom for freeing from extortion and kidnapping as a rational choice to
survive and maintain financial resources. Money laundering is also another
technique for PKK to supply financing (Roth and Sever, 2007, p.905). Roth
and Sever (2008, p.73) claim that supporters of PKK in Europe have played
a crucial role in funding activities. PKK has taxed the drug traffickers and
individual cells working the cross border, and vehicles that have been
working legally for many years. These examples clarify that PKK has used
many different techniques and tactics for financing.

Figure-5. Network Topography of PKK/KCK (Source: Ozmen, 2018, p.36).
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Until the capture of Ocalan, he was the only leader of the terrorist
organization. But then, the struggle for the leadership of PKK began among
the other senior-level administrators and is still ongoing. Radu (2001, p.47)
stated that after the arrest of Ocalan, rifts emerged throughout the whole
organization that threatened its ongoing presence. According to Ballinger
(2022, p.5), there are 15 dominant people, who can be regarded in high-level
administrative positions. These findings illustrate the struggle for leadership
in PKK and reveal the fact that there is currently more than one leader
simultaneously in terrorist organizations. Furthermore, the multitude of
leaders affects the consensus in a terrorist organization and constitutes an
obstacle for leadership, which hence cannot be considered a COG currently.

Foreign state support, as a life vein feature, is very vital for every
terrorist organization. Even though terrorist organizations generally try to be
invisible as much as they can, they need a physical domain to train new
recruitments, logistic support, and ideological education. Therefore, PKK
has always searched for new places to fulfill its requirements since its
inauguration. In the first stage, PKK used the rural areas in Tirkiye to
accommodate its camps. However, the effective operations of the Turkish
Armed and Security Forces could not permit to sustain its capability within
the borders of Turkiye (Selvi, 2003, p.37).

After that, PKK transfers its camps to Syria, and Begaa Valley near to
borders of Lebanon and Israel. The political pressure of Tiirkiye on Syria to
discharge the camps and extradite Ocalan, finalized with the deportation
from Syria and the closing of terrorist camps (Sever, 2001, p.91). Later,
PKK turned its face to Irag, which was in a power vacuum on that date. The
region selected by PKK is very near the Iran border of Iraq, and that’s why
this settlement provides an additional advantage for PKK to construct a
relationship with Iran. On the tip of the iceberg, Iran seemed to suffer from
the PKK’s attacks, but mostly Iran condoned the activities of PJAK, which is

one of the extensions of PKK (Noi, 2012, p.23).

Until 2010, Turkiye’s military strategies were likely to have a huge
effect on the PKK. However, Tirkiye knew well that it was nearly
unfeasible for the central Iragi government in Baghdad to take real action
against the PKK, and it was highly unlikely that the Kurdish regional
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government would take action under the current circumstances. So, Tirkiye
tried to find some political solutions and searched for international
comprehensive solutions for PKK (Flanagan and Brannen, 2007, p.9).

The Syrian Civil War and Arab Spring overthrew the government of
Syria in 2011, and after that incident, the power vacuum in the area opened
the region to the exploitation of many terrorist organizations such as Daesh
and PKK. PKK transferred some of its camps and manpower to Syria
especially to physically control some critical infrastructures such as oil wells
and water resources in Syria (Netjes and van Veen, 2021). Furthermore,
existing in Syria and Iraq ensures PKK’s cooperation with other states like
the US*, UK?®, France®, and Russia’. While the aforementioned nation-states
have regarded officially the extensions of PKK as a non-terrorist
organization, they have neglected and ignored the connections of PKK with
these offshoots (Parlar Dal, 2016, p.1413).

When we consider all the main pillars of the PKK, it is clear that PKK
always changes them according to its interests and relations. As it is assumed
in the second hypothesis of this study, PKK has improved new habitats,
techniques, and tactics and this transmutation capability of PKK like a
chameleon is the real face of the terrorist organization. It has no constant
ideology, network, financing, leadership, or state sponsoring. Therefore
molting capability and adaptability in every situation are assumed as the
COG of the PKK in life cycle evaluation, and CCs, CRs, and CVs are the
ones illustrated in Table 1.

4 According to Gunter (2022, p.32), the US has been aiding the PKK’s offshoot Syrian Kurdish
PYD/YPG for many years.

5 Akartuna & Thornton (2021, p.5) noted that PKK-affiliated groups are effective especially in the UK
holding many sympathetic activities for getting the support of policymakers and the British trade union,
while PKK is represented by numerous legally formed sympathetic community groups across Europe.

¢ Radu (2018) highlighted that especially leftist parties in France support the activities of PKK.

" Cornell (2018) mentioned that Russia used PKK as leverage against Tiirkiye for deterring probable
Turkish support especially to Caucasian region.
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Table-1. Centre of Gravity Analysis of PKK (Source: Created by Author)

Terrorist Organization Aim/Objectives: To stay alive and effective.

Centre of Gravity:

Molting capability and adaptability in
altering situations.

Critical Capabilities:
No ideology (CC1)

Heterarchical network (CC2)
Multi-financing domain (CC3)

Foreign state support capacity (CC4)

Critical Vulnerabilities:

Ideological mentor (CV1.1.1)
Politic advisor (CV1.2.1)
Communication links (CV2.1.1)

Trustworthy recruitment mechanism
(Cv2.2.1)

Electronic transfers (CR3.1.1)
Traces left behind (CR3.2.1)
Social network (CV3.3.1)

Being both politician and terrorist of the
same people (CV4.1.1)

The vague of its status legally in the
international arena (CV4.2.1)

Critical Requirements:

The intelligence to write adaptive and
transformative ideology (CR1.1)

The ability to observe international affairs
(CR1.2)

The usage of media (CR2.1)
Cell structure (CR2.2)

The international banking system and
cryptocurrency (CR3.1)

The connection with drug, human, weapon and
etc. trafficking (CR3.2)

The illegal taxation and connection with pseudo-
legal establishments across the World (CR3.3)

Political offshoot (CR4.1)

The need for national/international/ transnational
legal ground (CR4.2)

To sustain adaptive ideology and strategy needs a mentor or mentors
backstage. Even though the captured leader of PKK is in jail currently, it is
assumed that his impact on the PKK terrorist organization and liaison with
other executives have been ongoing. Additionally, probably, there are also
some other mentors, who aid in the construction of the transformation of
PKK’s ideology. The first step should be to collect intelligence to find them
all and take some protective measures to prevent PKK’s transformation by
concealing its masked ideology. Furthermore, it is evaluated that political
mentors of PKK and their probable counterparts in other harboring states
analyze systematically and thoroughly the power balance in international
relations. Another step must be to detect these communication networks and
with a holistic approach put political pressure on states by revealing this
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network. Additionally, more smart power usage supported by close mutual
relationships with states and international organizations will likely mitigate
the PKK’s effect in favor of Tlrkiye.

Currently, cutting off the communication lines of PKK with other
states has not seemed reasonable since it is not possible to apply in practice.
However, there are many ways to indicate the relations and network of
terrorists by using social media analysis, artificial intelligence, and
innovative  methodologies.  Additionally,  constructing a  mutual
understanding and common establishments to monitor terrorist activities
may enhance the quality of the struggle against terrorism. These methods
also pave the way to ease finding the traces of terrorists left behind. To
provide a political ground to reach their goals, PKK will always contact
some political extensions. Meticulous analysis of these relations by
intelligence using sophisticated technology should deliver many
opportunities for capturing terrorists.

PKK has continuously been searching for a legal base and political
interlocutor. Its main aim is to point itself as a legal organization by using
different titles and names. With this aim, PKK advertises and markets itself
sometimes as an anti-terrorist or freedom fighter establishment. Tirkiye
must never allow these kinds of attempts in the international arena, and keep
in touch with other countries and international organizations to defend its
rights in the legal aspect. Also, battlefield evidence, data collection about the
exploitations and abuse of children and women from Syria and lIraq, and
information warfare are the basic instruments of Turkiye to illustrate the
violence that was conducted by PKK.

5. CONCLUSION

COG is applicable and not obsolete. Additionally, while it assists the
requirement of military planning in conventional war, it can also be adapted
to the needs of asymmetric and unconventional war globally fighting against
terrorism.

It is assumed that updating the COG analysis of terrorist organizations
requires evaluating the characteristics, which are emphasized by Schweitzer
(2003, p.2), and applications that are highlighted by Kelly (2006, pp.57-59)
for COG analysis of asymmetric threats like terrorist organizations.
Therefore, both studies are crucial before making a COG analysis of any
terrorist organization. In this study, two ideas are taken into consideration.
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First, it is accepted that COG is changeable from time to time like in
conventional COG analysis variation phase to phase. Second, unlike
conventional war COG analysis, the terrorist organization COG can be both
abstract and material assets.

When we examine the hypothesis, the first hypothesis is verified. As
mentioned before, terrorist organizations’ main pillars are enumerated as
ideology (Dalton and Asal, 2011, p.805), network (Xu et. al, 2017, p.275),
financing (Freeman, 2011, p.464), leadership (Hoffmann, 2017, p.7), and
state harboring/support (Ganor, 2002, p.25). The background of the PKK is
scrutinized and as a result, it is understood that on its roadmap, PKK’s COG
is varied according to the interest, region, and network. The founder of PKK
himself (first period), armed groups and their loyalty to the ideology narrated
by the so-called leadership of the PKK (second period), political expansion
and discourse that stems from its network (third period), and cooperation
with other states and non-state actors that provides the financial support to
the PKK are found as the COG in each period. It indicates that PKK’s COG
has been altering in its periodic background.

The second hypothesis is also confirmed. PKK has an umbrella COG
that covers and explains why it continues to live and there is more than one
COG in its background. To endorse the second hypothesis, first, the main
pillars of the PKK were scrutinized. The items constructing the pillars of
terrorist organizations are revealed as ideology, network, financing,
leadership, and foreign state support capacity. Finally, it is found that PKK
has a changing ideology, a heterarchical network, many leaders at the same
time, many diversified methods for financing, and strong foreign state
support. This transmutation paves the way for PKK to stay alive in chaotic
and non-secure environments. Therefore, it is assumed that the PKK’s COG
is its molting capability and adaptability in altering situations in its life cycle.

The article makes a significant and original contribution to the
literature by applying COG analysis to the PKK, integrating social ecology
theory, and presenting a dynamic perspective on COG. As discussed in the
previous sections, COG provides a planner more holistic and comprehensive
approach. To enlighten the CCs, CVs, and CRs depicted in Table 1 will
enhance the footprint of Tlrkiye’s fight against terrorism, underpin the cost-
effective struggle, and be exemplary for other countries.
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Subsequently, continuously altering ideology, heterarchical network,
multi-financing domain, and foreign state support capacity are the critical
capabilities of PKK. It is clear that while Turkiye is searching for new
collaboration methods with other states, foreign support will not be
interrupted in the near term and the problem will remain unsolved without
determining a common struggle policy with other countries. However, this
does not mean that Turkiye should give up its struggle against PKK. Every
option for developing further relations with the states in the region must be
reviewed. The latest terror incidents such as explosions, in which civilians
are injured and dead, reveal that terror organizations tend to reject and deny
their involvement. The previous “Strategic Model of Terrorism” has also
changed in recent years (Abrahms and Mroszczyk, 2022a, p.17). According
to both scholars, contrary to terrorism theory, attacks on civilians have been
found to reduce the likelihood of the perpetrating group obtaining
government concessions. While the ex-targets of terrorist organizations
generally focus on instilling fear in ordinary people, they are now targeting
governments rather than civilians, which depress credit claiming rates
(Abrahms and Mroszczyk, 2022b). Therefore, Turkiye should enhance pro-
active measures, foster predictive intelligence and bolster cooperation in
international relations.

The first limitation of this research is bound to the sources that are
analyzed. Second, even though there are other COG analysis methodologies,
Strange’s (1996) method is accepted as the best tool to evaluate COG. Even
though former studies claimed the reverse, different conclusions are likely to
be obtained with other approaches. For future studies, I recommend using
other COG analysis methods and considering the other characteristics and
applications according to the features, region, and ideologies of terrorist
organizations to reach likely different conclusions.

The new internet-based illegal financing techniques, cryptocurrencies,
the relationship between PKK financing and fraud, and the surplus of
various actors should be observed thoroughly. Pooling and sharing of
expertise, comprehensive agreements on tracking financial assets, and
establishing monitoring institutions on a global scale will also mitigate the
financing of PKK and other terrorist organizations.

Measurements are vitally crucial to the commander of operations and
decision-makers. Any senior executive in the corporate world will tell you,
“If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it”. Since the measurements will
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determine the course of action, these metrics must be properly chosen to
match the approach to the goal. COG is a useful toolkit that opens the door
to examining the enemies’ essential capabilities, weaknesses, and needs. But
measuring progress in the battle against terrorism is not the only way to do
this. To accomplish political objectives, planners still need to develop
winning plans. But how will they be able to tell whether the plan is working
without metrics? By incorporating metrics into the planning process,
planners can effectively address these issues and develop plans that
outmaneuver Turkiye’s adversaries.

In a nutshell, when we consider the emerging terrorism threats, they
are very different, not stable, severe, rough to identify, not long-lived, act ad-
hoc but then swiftly turn into another type and unpredictable. Terrorist
organizations need always to go one step further to stay alive. The active
response is not adequate, therefore there is a necessity to be proactive.
Unfortunately, while terrorist organizations become “learning organizations”
and adapt themselves to new situations, the states sometimes can be slow
because of the legal aspect and bureaucratic obstacles. However, states’
enforcement capacities, legitimate authority, access to the network in
economic, financial, and social easily, intelligence and technological
capacity, education, and training capability, human power, and expertise
enhance the strength of the struggle against terrorism. Only the combined
use of soft, hard, and smart power will guide the endeavors of countries.
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Annex A. COG Analysis of Terrorist Organizations or Lone Wolf (TO/LW) in
Literature (Source: Created by Author)
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